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Ask about our Memory Care availability and exclusive Opening Rates.

LCB Senior Living’s non-pharmacological 
approach focuses on each individual, 

creating daily opportunities for connection, 
success, fulfillment and joy.

Our Best Days are made 
up of Perfect Moments

LCB Senior Living received the 2022 Hope on the 
Harbor award from the Alzheimer’s Association!

Leasing Gallery: 251 Rock Hill Road, Bala Cynwyd

610-595-4647  |  residencebalacynwyd.com

Personal Care, Memory Care & Independent Living
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Weekly Kibbitz

SPEND YESHIVA BREAK

Enjoy gourmet kosher cuisine, luxury 
accommodations, a 141-acre water 

park including 5 miles of white 
sand beaches and one-of-a-kind 

experiences for the entire family.
 

KOSHER GRILL 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

SHABBAT MEALS  
Served Friday and Saturday

ENJOY 20% SAVINGS  
THIS JANUARY  

+  BOOK YOUR KOSHER MEAL PLAN
   Children 6 and Under Dine Complimentary*

i n  p a r a d i s e

For more details, visit 
AtlantisYeshivaBreak.com *Terms apply

The Sky’s No Limit for This Record-breaking Teen Athlete
Joshua Jayden “JJ” Harel, newly 14 
and standing at 6-foot-2, expects to 
face some tough competition when 
the Olympics return to Los Angeles 
in 2028. But his fi rst decision will be 
whether to march into the Olympic 
stadium under the American, 
Australian or Israeli fl ag.

JJ inherited his triple citizenship 
through his father, Oren, 47, born 
in Houston, and his mother, Lucy, a 
native Australian. Oren Harel spent 
his formative years in Israel and 
served in the Israel Defense Forces. 
Afterward, he attended Cornell 
University, where he met Lucy. After 
two years in Manhattan, and fol-
lowing Sept. 11, the couple moved 
to Sydney for 10 years, where all 
three of their children were born. 
They relocated as a family to Israel 
for two years before moving to Los 
Angeles in 2013.

JJ won 27 international medals 
in competitions over the past year 

alone. At the Maccabiah Games in 
Israel, he placed fi rst in high jump 
and second in triple jump in the 
under-18 category after needing 
special permission to participate 

since he was underage. Then there 
was the record-breaking high jump 
that earned him a profi le in The Los 
Angeles Times. 

Finally, last month, he participated 

in the American Athletic Union 
Junior Olympics, one of the largest 
youth track-and-fi eld competitions 
in the world. There, he won three 
gold medals and cleared 6 feet and 
5 inches in the high jump, breaking 
a record for the 14-and-under age 
group that had stood for 42 years 
(he was still 13 at the time). Harel won 
gold in the triple jump and javelin as 
well, and he was the only athlete to 
achieve All-American status in fi ve 
events.

Oren Harel noted that JJ’s grand-
father worked for NASA for about 20 
years starting in the early 1970s, con-
tributing research to the “Voyager 
2” and “Galileo” space-exploration 
projects. 

“Sometimes, I say a joke when 
people ask me about [JJ’s] abil-
ity,” related Oren Harel. “I tell them 
his grandfather worked for NASA; 
maybe that’s how he learned the 
secret on how to defy gravity.”

Lu
cy

 H
ar

el

JJ Harel decked out in his medals
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Jewish Federation Real Estate’s 10th Annual

Legends & Leaders
Don’t Miss the Signature Event of the Year for Philadelphia’s Real Estate Community

Premier Sponsors Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

GOODMAN 
P R O P E R T I E S

Silver Sponsors

Networking with the Industry’s Best | Expert Presenters | Continental Breakfast
featuring

Altman Management Company, LLC • Anvil Stucco Remediation & Restoration • Ballard Spahr • Bellwether Enterprise • beMarketing 
Bernardon • Citi Private Bank • City Abstract • City National Bank • Conner Strong & Buckelew • Delphi Property Group, LLC  

Executive Realty Transfer • Gensler • Gramercy Park Capital • IMC Construction • JLL Capital Markets • Kaplin Stewart 
Manko, Gold, Katcher and Fox, LLP • MMPartners, LLC • MPN Realty • Philadelphia Business Journal • Republic Bank 

Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld, LLC • RSM US LLP • Stonehenge Advisors • Verde Capital

Bronze Sponsors

Sponsors as of September 21

Register today at jewishphilly.org/legends
If you would like to become a JFRE member, contact Joel Schwarz at  

jschwarz@jewishphilly.org. The Jewish Federation follows CDC guidelines for  
in-person gatherings. We ask that attendees be vaccinated or COVID free to attend. 

Event is complimentary to attend for JFRE & Young JFRE members.
$150 for non-members through Friday, September 30;  $175 after that date

Friday, October 21, 2022
7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  | Kimmel Center JFRE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Jonathan Morgan, JFRE Chair
David Adelman

Dan Berger
Jeremy B. Fogel

Bill Glazer
Adam Goodman

Bradley J. Korman
Bradley A. Krouse
Michael Markman

Jessica Morgan
Matt Pestronk

Jake Reiter
Malina Robbins
David Waxman
Spencer Yablon

Robert A. Zuritsky

David Adelman  
in conversation with...

Josh Harris  
76ers Managing Partner 

Tad Brown 
76ers CEO

Richard Barkham
CBRE Economist

Spencer Levy 
CBRE Economist
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Call or Visit Today
800.992.8992 • PINERUN.ORG
777 FERRY RD, DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901

theintell.com

Happy Rosh Hashanah
and a blessed  
Yom Kippur  
from all of us at Pine Run. 

Pine Run Retirement Community is part of Doylestown Health which includes Doylestown Hospital.

When Is it OK Not to Fast  
on Yom Kippur?

JARRAD SAFFREN | STAFF WRITER 

As an Orthodox rabbi guiding 
Congregation Beth Solomon 
in Philadelphia, Rabbi 

Solomon Isaacson possesses a deep 
understanding of why it’s so important 
to fast on Yom Kippur.

But let’s let him explain it.
“God measures us. Our lives are at 

stake,” he said. “We fast to put our-
selves in the mood to say, ‘Why are we 
fasting?’ �at fasting brings to mind 
how serious the day is.”

At the same time, despite his doctri-
nal belief in Judaism and strict adher-
ence to its practice, Isaacson said it’s 
OK to sacri�ce the most serious ritual 
of the religion’s holiest day. In other 

words, it’s OK not to fast if your life 
depends on it. 

Isaacson is willing to defer to a doc-
tor on this question. On Yom Kippur, 
it’s the man or woman of medicine who 
serves as the moral authority, even if he 
or she is not Jewish. 

“If the doctor tells you it’s dangerous, 
then you must eat,” Isaacson said. “Not 
a rabbi, not an uncle, not a father, not a 
husband, not a wife. A doctor.”

�ere are many types of Jews who 
may �t into this category: someone who 
needs to eat and drink due to a medical 
condition, someone who needs to eat 
and/or drink with a medication and a 
woman who is pregnant. Among others. 

Rabbis Abe Friedman and Adam 
Lautman mentioned that mental 
health is as much of a consideration as 

physical health. A person recovering 
from or still struggling with an eating 
disorder probably needs to eat and 
drink on Yom Kippur, they said. 

“Fasting may be traumatic or dan-
gerous for certain individuals,” said 
Lautman, who leads Temple Har Zion 
in Mount Holly, New Jersey.

Friedman, the spiritual leader of 
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel in Center 
City, called eating disorders “a life and 
death matter.” He explained that rabbis 
must not only listen to doctors but 
mental health professionals as well. 

“I always respect the expertise of 
medical and mental health profession-
als,” Friedman said. “�ey know things 
I don’t know.”

According to Rabbi David Englander 
of Congregation Beth El in Voorhees, 

New Jersey, it is doctors who determine 
the line between fasting and not fast-
ing, between eating a normal amount 
and a little less than that, and between 
the medical and the spiritual.

But if a person does not need to eat 
and drink like it’s a normal day — if it’s 
still safe to keep the fast to an extent — 
it’s the rabbi who can provide guidance. 

Isaacson believes that those who 
must eat and drink should still be 
reluctant. Unless they have to, “they 
should not sit down and have a six-
course meal.” 

Instead, if they begin to fast and feel 
weak, they should “take a teaspoon of 
something and then stop,” Isaacson 
said. And if they feel that way again 
in a few hours, they should do the 
same thing. 



 JEWISHEXPONENT.COM     7

A major concern for family caregivers of persons living with 

dementia is anticipating what will happen next and how to 

plan for the disease’s progression.

This is a two-part session in which the journey so full of 

unknown twists and turns will be discussed. During the 

first session, we will discuss the diagnosis and preparation 

for the progression of the disease. The second session in 

November will discuss care and more unexpected twists 

and turns as the person with dementia advances towards 

the latter stages of the disease. 

Tam Cummings, Ph.D., Gerontologist 
Author, Untangling Alzheimer’s: The Guide 
for Families and Professionals

Navigating the Caregiver 
Journey - Part One

FREE DEMENTIA VIRTUAL SEMINAR

Conversations with Dr. Tam Cummings
A Monthly Education Series for the Dementia Caregiver

Thursday, October 6, 2022
11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

AT ARDEN COURTS WE 
OFFER:

100% DEDICATED 
MEMORY CARE

SAFE, SECURE INDOOR/
OUTDOOR WALKING 
PATHS

NURSING SERVICES 
ON-SITE

Register in advance for this Zoom webinar by visiting the LINK 
below: 

https://tinyurl.com/2pa6927w

Questions can be directed to VirtualSeminars@arden-courts.org

© 2022 ProMedica Health System, Inc., or its affiliates

14916_Warminster-Yardley_4.55x11.indd   1 8/24/22   2:43 PM

Take a little bit. Not the whole meal. 
Regain your strength while still observ-
ing the spirit of the holiday, he said. 

“Of course, you should try to fast,” 
Isaacson said.

Rabbi Geri Newburge of Main 
Line Reform Temple-Beth Elohim in 
Wynnewood compared that approach 
to the way kids fast. In general, chil-
dren are not supposed to fast if they 
are still growing. � ey need the 
sustenance. 

But as they grow older, they can start 
to cut back a little. � is helps them 
understand the holiday. As Newburge 
explained, maybe instead of eating 
two Pop-Tarts and scrambled eggs for 
breakfast, they just eat eggs. Or, in an 
adult’s case, maybe it is apple slices 
instead of a three-course meal. 

“� e whole idea is for us to think 
about what we’re doing, how we’re 
doing it, why we’re doing it,” she said. 
“As long as we’re not putting our 

health at risk.”
Fasting, though, is not the only 

way to observe the holiday. It’s a tool, 
explained Friedman — a means to an 
end. But not the end in itself. 

Friedman said it’s still important for 
someone who can’t fast to go to ser-
vices and participate in the life of the 
community. � e point of Yom Kippur, 
he said, is to take an honest look at our 
lives to make a more concerted e� ort to 
live by our values. 

You can break the fast and still 
repent, he said. � is can be di�  cult for 
Jews used to fasting to understand and 
accept, especially if the medical neces-
sity to eat on the holiest day is new. 

“You don’t need to work within an 
all-or-nothing mindset,” Lautman 
said. “� at once you broke your fast, 
you’ve failed and should give up the 
rest of the day.” JE

jsa� ren@midatlanticmedia.com

Rabbi Geri Newburge of Main Line 
Reform Temple-Beth Elohim in 
Wynnewood Yael Pachino Photography

Rabbi Abe Friedman of Temple Beth 
Zion-Beth Israel in Center City

Courtesy of Rabbi Abe Friedman

There are many types of Jews 
who may fi t into this category: 

someone who needs to eat and drink 
due to a medical condition, someone 

who needs to eat and/or drink 
with a medication and a woman 
who is pregnant. Among others.
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From your favorite restaurant to the best 
bagel, day camp to your favorite doctor, 

Family-friendly Shabbat service to best non-
profit organization, vote for your favorite 

people, places and things in Jewish Philly! 

The winners are chosen by popular vote, so 
nominate your favorites. As a business, share with 
your audience to help you win the title of “Best” in 

your category!

VOTE FOR THE WINNERS!

Contact Jeni Mann Tough
for more information 

jmann@midatlanticmedia.com

VOTING CLOSES OCTOBER 7
Winners will be contacted in October and the results 

will be in the October 27th issue of the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent.

Go to www.jewishexponent.com/readerschoice2022
and vote for your favorites!

Print | Digital | 

20
22 BESTOF

Jewish ExponentPHILADELPHIA

JEWISH PHILADELP
HIA

Jewish ExponentPHILADELPHIA

‘Bark Atah’: JCC to Host 
Blessing of Dogs, Pool Party

SASHA ROGELBERG | STAFF WRITER

Harley, a 7-year-old yellow 
Labrador retriever, is a Jewish 
dog, at least according to his 

owner Amy Foster, the chief program 
o�  cer of the Kaiserman JCC.

A� er all, he’s ever-present around 
the table for holidays (though perhaps 
just looking for scraps); has a Jewish 
mother; and, like any middle-aged 
Jewish man, loves paddling laps at 
the Kaiserman JCC pool (though he 
only does so a� er outdoor pool season, 
when his slobber won’t be a concern for 
avid pool-goers).

“As part of our family, he feels 
Jewish,” Foster said. “I’m sure he feels 
Jewish.”

� ough the dog days of summer 
have ended, Foster believes that Harley 

shouldn’t be the only canine with pool 
privileges this year. On Oct. 2, the 
Kaiserman JCC will host Paws in the 
Pool, an opportunity for area dogs, 
Jewish or not, to take a dip in the 
outdoor pool, which is closed for the 
season.

� e JCC has clearly barked up the 
right tree: Twenty dog parents have 
already expressed interest, and Foster 
expects a ru�  estimate of 10 more 
pooches to show up.

“It’s great to socialize him with other 
dogs,” said Talia Kassie of her dog 
Stitch, a brown and white Boston ter-
rier adopted in December 2020. 

Stitch plans on showing o�  his shark 
� n life jacket at the event.

“I’d like to give her a new experi-
ence besides just the dog park,” Oreet 
Schwartz said about Nala, her 3-year-
old rescue beagle-husky mix.

In addition to a day of swimming 
and butt-sni�  ng, the dogs will be 
blessed by Adath Israel on the Main 

Line Rabbi Eric Yano� .
� e blessing Yano�  plans to give is a 

play on words that requires a little bit of 

Harley swimming in the 
Kaiserman JCC outdoor pool 
after its summer season



JEWISHEXPONENT.COM     9

on Sunday, October 2nd, 2022
rain or shine 10:30 a.m.

Broadcasting service live on our website
238 Belmont Ave. | Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

www.TheHearthAtDrexel.org

Visit!
Come

Assisted Living • Memory Care • Respite Care

The Hearth is Licensed Assisted  
Living and Memory Care community,  
where our residents enjoy the compassionate 
care, sense of family, a homelike feeling, with 
beautiful and personalized apartment homes.

For additional information and to schedule  
your in-person or virtual tour, please go to  
www.TheHearthAtDrexel.org/Visit or  
call 1-877-205-9428.

Compassionate 
Care with Peace of Mind!

background Torah knowledge: “What 
we say is, “Y’simcha elochim — may 
God make you — t’Kalev ve ne’eman — 
like Kaleb.”

Kaleb is the figure in the Torah 
who was one of Moses’ 12 scouts sent 
to survey Israel and return to the 
wilderness to report back. While 10 
scouts returned and deemed Israel as 
an unfit homeland, Kaleb and Joshua 
returned, insisting that God had 
promised that land to the wandering 
Jewish people; they were the only two 
scouts who had demonstrated loy-
alty and faith to God’s word, Yanoff 
teaches.

Great story, rabbi, but more importantly, 
what does this have to do with dogs?

“It’s not enunciated the same way, 
but ‘Kaleb’ is spelled the same way 
as ‘kelev,’ which is the word for dog,” 

Yano� said.
Like Kaleb, Yano� said, a kelev also 

demonstrates loyalty and devotion.
Of course, Yano� understands the 

absurdity in his forthcoming task of 
bestowing a Hebrew blessing to doz-
ens of wet dogs, which most certainly 
do not count toward a minyan. But 
he believes the absurdity is rooted in 
Jewish tradition.

“When you are able to be playful in 
that way, it makes you feel part of some-
thing, right? And every value structure 
and every group has its language, its 
inside jokes, its lore, its history,” Yano� 
said. “And when you resonate with 
something like that — in a playful way 
— it is very a�rming.”

Jews engage with this same play-
fulness during Purim, when spiels 
draw on popular culture to poke fun 

at Jewish culture, at the same time 
bringing to life and adding meaning 
to a story of Jewish history told year 
a�er year.

It’s also a Jewish practice to �nd 
the principles of Torah in unexpected 
places from unexpected teachers. You 
may not be able to teach an old dog 
new tricks, but old dogs may be able to 
teach Torah.

Among the dog owners planning 
on attending Paws in the Pool, there’s 
a unanimous feeling that Foster 
describes: “You just feel like dogs are 
part of your family.”

Sure, it’s going to be darn cute to see 
some good boys and good girls doggy 
paddle in the pool, but the dog parents 
are concerned with more than just a 
good time. �ey want their fur babies 
enriched, socialized, tail-wagging and 

panting with happiness. It’s an infec-
tious joy that comes with being a dog 
owner.

Yano� describes that two-way street 
of a relationship between dogs and 
their owners.

“�e care of a dog is constant,” he 
said; a dog will rely on you for the 
entirety of its life. However, for the 
duration of one’s time with their dog, 
there’s also a lifetime of love that a pet 
has to give. It’s a never-ending cycle of 
having to care for someone and receive 
love in return.

“It’s a very Jewish thing to have both 
constancy of care and constancy of 
love,” Yano� said.

For more information about the event, 
visit phillyjcc.com/pawsinthepool. JE

srogelberg@midatlanticmedia.com
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WE DELIVER! Hours:
MON-THU 8:30AM-5:30PM

FRI-SAT 8:00AM-5:30PM
SUNDAY 7:00AM-5:00PMSUNDAY 7:00AM-5:00PMSUNDAY 7:00AM-5:00PM

See our website for additional specials
steinsfamousdeli.com

ASSORTED HOMEMADE
LOAF CAKES

APPLE, CHOC CHIP, HONEY 

ALL LOX & NOVA SCOTIA ARE HAND SLICED
ALL OUR SMOKED FISH ARE HAND PICKED 

BY STEVE AND LEE.

DELICIOUS ASST. HOMEMADE
ASSORTED  KUGEL

FRUIT, CHEESE, CHERRY CHEESE

Grant Plaza II: 1619 Grant Ave., Phila., PA 19115
ph: 215-673-6000        fax: 215-676-5927        email: famousgourmetdeli@gmail.com

2022 Yom Kippur Trays
Fancy Smoked Fish Tray - $24.95 pp
Your choice of Nova Scotia or Regular Lox - Kippered Salmon
Jumbo Whitefish Stu�ed w/ our delicious Whitefish Salad - Chopped Herring
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Onions & Olives
American & Swiss Cheese, Cream Cheese & Chive Cheese • Bagels & Pumpernickel
Standard Fish Tray - $22.95 pp
Your Choice of Nova Scotia or Regular Lox - Kippered Salmon
Whitefish Salad
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Onions & Olives
American & Swiss Cheese, Cream Cheese • Bagels & Pumpernickel
Fish Salad Tray - $19.95 pp
Nova Scotia or Regular Lox, Whitefish Salad, Kippered Salmon Salad, 
Chopped Herring, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Onions & Olives
American & Swiss Cheese, Cream Cheese & Chive Cheese • Bagels & Pumpernickel

2022 Yom Kippur Menu
A La Carte / Extras
Nova Scotia Lox
Regular Lox
Kippered Salmon
Sable
Smoked Carp
Jumbo Whitefish Filleted
Whitefish Salad 
Kippered Salmon Salad
Chopped Herring
Jewish Apple Cake

Cream Cheese
Chive Cheese
Vegetable Cream Cheese
American Cheese
Kamish Bread
Pumpernickel 
Rye
Bagels
Schnecken 
Mini Danish

YES WE DELIVER, 
CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.
PLACE YOUR 

A LA CARTE AND 
HOLIDAY TRAY 
ORDERS NOW!

ALL ITEMS CAN BE BOUGHT A LA CARTE

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach Says 
Mehmet Oz’s Senate Run Is 

‘Tragedy for the Jewish People’
BY RON KAMPEAS | JTA.ORG

The enduring bond between 
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach and 
Dr. Mehmet Oz, forged under 

the supervision of Oprah Winfrey, has 
long been known as a textbook exam-
ple of the Winfrey doctrine that we can 
all get along.

But the friendship has fractured amid 
Oz’s bid for Senate in Pennsylvania, 
where he is running a campaign that 
Boteach says is “a tragedy for the Jewish 
people.” A� er enthusiastically welcom-
ing Oz’s candidacy a year ago, Boteach 
says he is upset that his old friend, 
who has been endorsed by Donald 

Trump, appeared until recently to have 
endorsed the former president’s lie that 
he won the 2020 election.

Boteach also is upset that Oz’s cam-
paign has made an issue of a stroke 
that the Democratic nominee, JoÚ  
Fetterman, had several months ago, 
and that Oz, a dual Turkish-American 
citizen, will not call the 1915 Ottoman 
massacre of Armenians a “genocide,” 
as many scholars have concluded it 
was.

“� e man running for Senate is not 
Dr. Oz. � is person is unrecognizable 
to me,” Boteach told Rolling Stone. Oz, 
he said, has become an “election-deny-
ing, genocide-denying caricature of an 
extremist.”

Boteach made the comments to 
Rolling Stone in a story posted on 
Sept. 20 that expands on critical com-
ments the celebrity rabbi has previ-
ously outlined. Rolling Stone also 
published excerpts from private emails 
that Boteach sent to the Oz campaign 
imploring it to change course, to no 
avail.

Boteach, a Republican, will not 
endorse Oz’s opponent, Democrat 
JoÚ  Fetterman, but was especially 
o� ended by the Oz campaign’s attacks 
on Fetterman for having had a stroke. 
Boteach’s father died of a stroke at the 
beginning of the pandemic.

“Anyone who has a modicum of self 
respect will condemn the actions of 

a campaign that mocks a stroke vic-
tim, especially when it’s the campaign 
of America’s most famous doctor,” 
Boteach wrote last month in an email 
to Oz and the campaign.

Oz, a physician who became famous 
through TV talk shows, met Boteach, 
an Orthodox rabbi who has advised 
multiple celebrities including Michael 
Jackson and Roseanne Barr.

“Dr. Oz and I became colleagues 
back in 2008 when we both worked 
for Oprah Winfrey on the Oprah and 
Friends Radio Network,” Boteach wrote 
in the Jerusalem Post in December, 
lauding Oz’s bid for the Senate. “� ere 
were so many special and legendary 
people on the network, from Oprah 
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27th Annual 

Solomon and Sylvia Bronstein 
Seminar for ProfessionalsSeptember 9, 2022  |  8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

at The Union League of Philadelphia

Register at jewishphilly.org/bronstein
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herself to Maya Angelou and to Gayle 
King. But the one I bonded with the 
most and the quickest was Dr. Oz.”

Boteach traveled to Israel with Oz, 
and to the Jewish settlement in Hebron, 
where they danced the hora with Israeli 
soldiers guarding the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs.

� e Republican Jewish Coalition has 
enthusiastically embraced Oz, and has 
made a note of the fact that he is a 
Muslim who is close to Israel.

Boteach said Oz’s disinterest in 
condemning Turkish president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was also a mark against 
the candidate because of Erdogan’s 
criticism of Israel. But in recent weeks, 
Israel and Turkey have warmed their 
relations, and Erdogan announced this 
week that he would visit Israel for the 
� rst time.

Oz is not the � rst friend and political 
candidate to fall out of Boteach’s favor: 
He was once close to New Jersey Sen. 
Cory Booker, whom he mentored when 
Booker was Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
University, but broke with Booker a� er 
the senator voted for the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal, which Boteach regards as 
an existential threat to Israel. JE

From left: Rabbi Shmuley Boteach and Dr. Mehmet Oz speak at The 2022 Champions Of Jewish Values Gala at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City on Jan. 20. Alexi Rosenfeld/Getty Images via JTA.org
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Wealth Planners Ensuring 
Philanthropy for Generations

27th Annual 

Solomon and Sylvia  
Bronstein Seminar: 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia held its 27th 
Annual Solomon and Sylvia Bronstein Seminar for Professionals 
on September 9 at The Union League of Philadelphia.
“We are proud to provide an opportunity for our community 
of wealth advisors to learn about current trends and legal 
developments from a prominent, nationally known estate 
planning professional,” said Kim Heyman, chair of the Jewish 
Federation's Bronstein Planning Committee. “This seminar is 
also a wonderful chance to catch up with colleagues and earn 
continuing education credit.”
During the event, Rebecca Rosenberger Smolen, Esquire, 
LLM received the Edward N. Polisher Award in recognition of 
her outstanding service to the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia’s endowment programs. The award is named 
in memory of  Ed Polisher who served as an example and 
inspiration to estate planners through his personal integrity, 
leadership and service to the Jewish community. 
This year, featured speaker and industry expert Brad 
Bedingfield, chair of the Nonprofit Practice Group at Hemenway 
& Barnes LLP in Boston, presented “Charitable Gift Vehicles: 
Which One(s) to Use When, and Why.” 
In addition to the event’s programming and speakers, attendees 
enjoyed breakfast and networking opportunities. 
For more information about planned giving, visit jewishphilly.
org/plannedgiving or contact the Jewish Federation’s Director of 
Endowments Jennifer Brier, Esquire at jbrier@jewishphilly.org.

Edward N. Polisher Award winner Rebecca Rosenberger Smolen, 
with leadership and sta� for the 27th Annual Solomon and Sylvia 
Bronstein Seminar. (L to R): Chelsea Bronstein, Sarah Solomon, 
Mark Fishman, Michael Balaban, Rebecca Rosenberger Smolen, 
Larry Chane, Kim Heyman, Gail Norry, and Jennifer Brier

Recent recipients of the Edward N. Polisher Award. (L to R): 
Scott Barsky, Scott Isdaner, Larry Chane, Rebecca Rosenberger 
Smolen, Ron Perilstein, Bob Miller, and Mark Blaskey

Larry Chane (R) presenting the Edward N. Polisher Award to 
Rebecca Rosenberger Smolen (L)

Attendees enjoy breakfast and networking. Back row (L to R): 
Leanne Evans of Raymond James, Scott Isdaner of Isdaner and Co, 
and Marianna Schenk of Bala Law Group. Front row (L to R): Adam 
Sherman of 1847 Financial and Doug Simon of Raymond James

All photos courtesy: Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 
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YOU SHOULD KNOW ...
Rabbi Yosef Zarnighian

increase the congregation’s size back 
closer to its mid-20th century peak of 
about 500. 

Also at the time, the older rabbi said 
he had no plan to retire. A little over 
a year later, though, he is singing a 
slightly di� erent tune. Gabbai said he 
is not going to retire yet, but “it’s going 
to come soon.”

� e reason for this development? 
Zarnighian.

� e younger rabbi is already tak-
ing over “most of my responsibilities,” 
Gabbai said. He’s giving sermons on 
the Sabbath and on holidays; he’s han-
dling the bar and bat mitzvah prep pro-
gram; he’s o�  ciating at circumcisions, 
weddings and funerals. Zarnighian has 
proven to be a faster learner than his 
mentor expected. 

“For some people, it’s very quick, and 
for some it takes time. For him, it’s very 
quick,” Gabbai said. 

When he arrived at Mikveh Israel, 
Zarnighian understood the challenge 
of growing into a successor to Gabbai. 
He also faced a congregation that was 
both more diverse, with Moroccans, 

Yemenis and Syrians, among others, 
and more transient, with city people 
as young as college students, than the 
community he came from. 

Zarnighian said there was only one 
way to approach the challenge: Talk to 
everyone who walks through the door, 
and show them you care. 

And not just smile, either. But really 
talk to people. Even if someone is just 
walking in and out. 

“� e care for each individual really 
makes the di� erence,” he said. “I’m a 
� rm believer in that.” 

According to Gabbai, Zarnighian 
“has a charm” and is “honest.” He 
also “cares about people” and “attracts 
young people.” 

“When I’m ready to retire, that’s 
when he’ll be ready to take over every-
thing,” Gabbai said. 

Zarnighian, for his part, said he 
wants that responsibility. 

He called Philadelphia “a growing 
community” and said he sees people 
moving to the city “for work, for uni-
versity, for higher studies.” He thinks 
the COVID-era trend of people mov-
ing from New York to Philadelphia for 
better prices may continue. Zarnighian 
sees that as a potential opportunity for 

Mikveh Israel to “expose its heritage to 
a much broader audience.” 

But even if the audience stays 
the same, he may be happy with it. 
Zarnighian would not be warming to 
his new community if it wasn’t for the 
people around him.

“I’ve settled into the role very well 
in the sense that the people here are 
incredibly, incredibly welcoming, 
wholesome, kind, good people,” he 
said. “I’m new, but they also give me 
the opportunity to get to know them 
— to reach out to them outside of syn-
agogue.”

In June, Zarnighian and his wife 
welcomed a daughter into the world 
and their Center City home. Since then, 
they’ve been in “parenting mode,” in 
addition to synagogue mode. 

But he called that a blessing, too. 
“Raising your precious little one 

changes you,” he said. “It really com-
pletes you as a person in a way that’s 
meaningful.” JE

jsa� ren@midatlanticmedia.com

JARRAD SAFFREN | STAFF WRITER

For Rabbi Yosef Zarnighian, Congregation Mikveh Israel, the 
Philadelphia Jewish community and the job of assistant rabbi 
are all new.

� e 27-year-old arrived in the city a year ago, starting his position 
on Sept. 6, 2021. Before that, he had never visited the area. It was also 
very di� erent — from the synagogue melodies to the cuisine to the 
language —  from the Great Neck, New York, community of Iranian 
Jews, most of them � rst-generation Americans, where he grew up.

Zarnighian found the adjustment to be a challenge. He had to 
build relationships with congregants, make new friends and establish 
a young household with his wife Marian, all at the same time. He 
also had to learn how to handle rabbinical duties, from sermons to 
life cycle events to bar and bat mitzvah classes, from his mentor at 
Mikveh Israel, Rabbi Albert Gabbai.

But as Zarnighian greeted everyone he met with a “happy, welcom-
ing face,” as he described it, he found that locals greeted him back the 
same way. So, more than a year in, he may have found a new home. 

“So far, it has been phenomenal,” he said. 
Mikveh Israel is a 200-household congregation with a history that dates 

to Colonial times. Gabbai became the rabbi in 1988. But Zarnighian is 
his � rst assistant rabbi — and the synagogue’s � rst in 40 years. 

A� er his hiring, Zarnighian was presented as his elder’s possible 
successor. He also was considered part of an expansion plan that 
included a new social hall/event space with the capability of promot-
ing the shul to nonmembers. Gabbai stated then that his goal was to 

Rabbi Yosef Zarnighian with his 
wife Marian and their daughter, 

born in June 
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editorials

The Call of 5783
A year ago in our new year message, we 

lamented the continuing restrictions of 
the pandemic, discussed domestic challenges, 
focused upon economic concerns, hoped for better 
education results for our kids and marveled at the 
creativity and innovation of our synagogues and 
communal institutions. We looked forward to a 
possible full return to “normal” in the new year.

Unfortunately, 5782 did not live up to those 
expectations. The relief many of us felt from a 
lessening of the danger of the virus did not usher 
in a return to normal. 

Instead, COVID continues to haunt us, we feel 
unease and frustration in multiple trouble spots 
around the world, we are uncertain about our 
economy and we are all victims of a deepening 
domestic political divide. We are divided over 
abortion. We are divided over guns. We are 
divided over climate change and the future of our 
environment. We are divided over voting rights. 
We are divided over the legitimacy of the 2020 
presidential election results.  And there is more.

Many of us are concerned about the future of 
our cherished republic. 

Democracy is generally not a topic for new year 
messages or High Holiday sermons — unless 
it’s to extol the “American experiment” and the 
genius of our founders. But this year is di�erent.

In fact, one rabbi, Michael Holzman of Northern 
Virginia Hebrew Congregation, recently called on 
his colleagues to not just extol democracy, but to 
preach it. There is something to that suggestion, 
even if we would normally prefer that our rabbis 
stay away from politics in their holiday sermons. 

We are a little more than a month away from this 
country’s midterm elections. State o�ceholders 
at all levels of government will be elected and 
control of both houses of Congress is very much 
in play. There’s nothing new to that overall con-
struct. But this time around, the stakes seem a bit 
higher, precisely because our country’s political 
divide is so much more intense and pronounced 
than in the past. 

To be clear, we aren’t suggesting that our reli-

gious leaders endorse candidates or promote any 
political partisanship. But they can help us appre-
ciate the importance of democracy and the cre-
ation of a society that we are all proud to be part 
of. None of that detracts from the importance of 
issues like communal safety, combating antisem-
itism, supporting Israel in its own buildup to con-
sequential elections, providing proper education 
for our children and enhanced focus on caring for 
our elderly and infirm.

But as we enter 5783 and look toward numer-
ous uncertainties in the coming year, we urge 
focus upon the principles of democracy as a 
guide to our political future. 

As a Jewish community, we are beneficiaries 
and transmitters of some of the world’s great-
est moral, ethical and historical treasures. As 
Americans, we are tied to the inspiring history of 
democracy and all of the good it can generate. 
Let’s maximize all of those gifts in this new year. 

May we all be sealed in the book of life. G’mar 
chatimah tovah. JE

Platitudes and Window Dressing
We have seen this movie before: Public 

hearings with the heads of social 
media companies produce little or no change 
to protect concerns like user privacy, when 
doing so might interfere with corporate profits.

And when it comes to the balance between 
free speech and hate speech, the social 
media companies are, at worst, laissez-faire 
and, at best, inconsistent and unreliable.

So it’s no surprise that at a recent hearing 
on online antisemitism held by an interna-
tional group of lawmakers, which directed 
questions at senior executives from Meta, 
Twitter, YouTube and TikTok, one frustrated 
lawmaker called the executives’ responses 
to a series of questions regarding both the-
ory and practice in dealing with antisemitic 
statements on their platforms, “platitudes 
and window dressing.” 

The hearing was organized by the Inter-
Parliamentary Task Force to Combat Online 
Antisemitism, an international coalition of law-
makers formed in 2020. The group is co-chaired 
by Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-Fla.) and 
Anthony Housefather, a Canadian member of 
Parliament. 

According to reports, the tech giants came 
remarkably unprepared. They knew they were 
testifying before a panel looking into the growing 
scourge of online antisemitism. Yet not a single 

social media executive was able to answer the 
simple question of whether a potential, specific 
antisemitic posting would be removed from that 
executive’s platform. Nor could they give specific 
answers to how to deal with platform algorithms 
that amplify hateful content, including antisemi-
tism. 

When the executives were asked whether they 
viewed anti-Zionism as inherently antisemitic, 
or as hate speech in its own right, most of 
them awkwardly dodged the question, although 
Facebook’s Neil Potts did acknowledge that 

attacks on Zionism are sometimes used as 
a proxy for attacks on Jews.

When asked pointedly why Twitter doesn’t 
have a policy against Holocaust denial, the best 
Twitter’s Michelle Austin could say was that she 
would “take that back” to the company. 

An August 2021 report by the Center to 
Counter Digital Hate found that the major 
social media companies took no action 
to remove a whopping 84% of antisemitic 
posts. This is so even though social media 
giants have promised to crack down on 
antisemitic hate — something most believe 
they are able to do through existing controls 
designed to identify all forms of malignant 
content. 

The obfuscation and evasion of the wit-
nesses left Wasserman Schultz frustrated. “I 

think we’re all starting to see … why we’re eventu-
ally going to have to regulate the way this content 
is handled as opposed to just leaving it to you, the 
companies,” she said.

While it is not yet entirely clear whether social 
media is unable or unwilling to protect users from 
antisemitic speech, it is clear that more aggres-
sive protective steps are needed to stop the 
poisonous flow of antisemitic sludge and vitriol. 
But if the best social media giants can provide is 
“platitudes and window dressing,” it may be time 
for government to step in. The clock is ticking. JE iS
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opinions & letters

BY ANDREW TUCKER

Watching the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II 
this week, one could not fail to be deeply 

moved, but her passing and the ascension of her 
successor King Charles III raise the question of 
whether there might now be a positive change in 
Britain’s complicated and often hostile relationship 
with Israel.

There is some reason for hope. In the past, 
Charles has shown great sympathy for the Jewish 
people and for the state of Israel. Moreover, one 
of the queen’s last o�cial acts was to invite Liz 
Truss to become prime minister. Truss has pub-
licly stated that she wants to change British policy 
towards Israel in a more supportive direction. 
She is even prepared to contemplate moving 
the British embassy to Jerusalem. Whether she 

will be able to overcome anti-Jewish sentiment 
in the British Foreign O�ce, however, remains to 
be seen.

For Charles, the most significant obstacle to 
establishing a more friendly relationship with 
Israel is probably his role as supreme governor of 
the Church of England. It must be acknowledged 
that parts of the Anglican Church have played 
a very positive role in relations with Israel and 
the Jewish people. For example, the Anglican 
Church’s Ministry Among the Jewish People and 
other Anglican evangelicals in the 19th century 
helped bring about the Balfour Declaration in 
1917. Today, there are prominent Anglican clergy 
and lay leaders in many countries who support 
Israel on theological grounds, such as Professor 
Gerald McDermott and his New Christian Zionism 
movement.

O�cially, however, the Anglican Church is highly 
critical of Israel. Anglican synods and committees 
regularly denounce Israel’s claim to sovereignty 
over Jerusalem and condemn the Jewish state for 
allegedly oppressing the Palestinians and violat-
ing international law. For example, the Anglican 

Peace and Justice Network publicly condemns 
the “occupation,” supports the boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions movement and endorses 
the establishment of an Arab-Muslim state in 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.

The Anglican Church’s attitude was reflected 
in a controversial opinion piece published last 
December by Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby and Hosam Naoum, an Anglican arch-
bishop in Jerusalem. Reminding readers that the 
first Christmas took place against “the backdrop 
of the genocide of infants” — thus evoking toxic 
libels about the “ethnic cleansing” of Palestinians 
— the authors blame Israel for “driving out” 
Christians, despite strong evidence that Christian 
churches in Israel are growing and thriving.

The cause of the Anglican Church’s critical 
attitude toward Israel is a deeply-rooted “replace-
ment theology” (also known as “supercession-

ism”) according to which — although the church 
does not say so in so many words — the church 
has replaced the Jewish people as God’s cho-
sen people. Thus, the Anglican Church does not 
accept that the literal ingathering of the Jewish 
people and their restoration to the land have any 
abiding biblical significance, and prefers to sup-
port the Palestinians, who are perceived as the 
oppressed underdog.

We know that King Charles and his heir Prince 
William support Israel’s existence and sover-
eignty. However, Charles’ secret visit to his grand-
mother’s grave on the Mount of Olives in 2016 and 
Prince William’s 2018 visit to Israel revealed the 
tensions involved in complying with the internal 
inconsistencies of the current British position.

William was the first member of the royal family 
to meet o�cially with an Israeli prime minister in 
Israel and he spoke warmly about “the essential 
vibrancy” of the Jewish state. Nevertheless, his 
visits to areas beyond the 1967 lines, includ-
ing eastern Jerusalem, were not organized by 
the British embassy in Tel Aviv but by Britain’s 
Jerusalem consulate, which is located in the 

Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in the city’s east 
and is charged with maintaining relations with the 
Palestinian Authority.

William’s visit thus confirmed the o�cial British 
position that demands the establishment of a 
Palestinian state and regards eastern Jerusalem 
and the Old City — including the Western Wall — 
as “occupied Palestinian territory” that needs to 
be placed under Arab-Muslim sovereignty.

Should King Charles and Prime Minister Truss 
seek to depart from existing British policy regard-
ing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, they will not 
only have to overcome obstruction from the 
British Foreign O�ce, but will also face opposition 
from within the Anglican Church.

There is no doubt that King Charles and his 
prime minister understand the deep challenges 
and dilemmas facing the Jewish people and the 
state of Israel, as well as the huge contribution 
made by Israel to peace and security in the Middle 
East and the existential dangers presented by the 
current unilateral Palestinian claims to statehood. 
Let’s hope that they will have the courage to 
speak the truth without fear or favor. JE

Andrew Tucker is an Australian-born, Dutch-based 
international lawyer, writer and speaker. He is 
director of The Hague Initiative for International 
Cooperation and chief editor of Israel & Christians 
Today, a bimonthly newspaper published by 
Christians for Israel.

Archbishop Sends Holiday Greeting
As you prepare to celebrate the Most Holy Days 
of the year, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, I 
write on behalf of the people of the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia to extend prayerful best wishes.

These are days of prayer, reflection and new 
beginnings. May the Eternal One abundantly 
bless you with good health, wisdom and true 
peace in the year ahead.  

“Shanah Tovah,” a good year to all! JE

Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia

Can King Charles Change 
Britain’s Attitude Toward Israel?

Letters should be related to articles that have run in the print or  
online editions of the JE, and may be edited for space and clarity 
prior to publication. Please include your first and last name, as 
well your town/neighborhood of residence. Send letters to 
letters@jewishexponent.com.

letters

There is no doubt that King Charles and his 
prime minister understand the deep challenges 
 and dilemmas facing the Jewish people and the 

state of Israel.
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opinion

BY SAUL AXELROD

The High Holidays are here; 
invariably, the discussion gets 

around to the time when pitching great 
Sandy Koufax (1935-) refused to pitch 
in the fi rst game of the 1965 World 
Series because it coincided with Yom 
Kippur.

What is less well known is that, 
throughout his career, during both 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and 
sometimes Passover, Koufax did not 
play. Also, Hank Greenberg, the only 
other Jewish American in the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, 
did not play in a game during the 
1934 World Series because it fell on 
Yom Kippur.

What is it about Sandy Koufax that 
sucks the air out of the room when 
pitching greatness is discussed? 
How did Koufax become a metaphor 
for pitching perfection? Why do call-
ers to sports talk shows still say,” I 
am not claiming that this guy is the 
next Sandy Koufax, but I am saying 
he is a great prospect.” Why is it that 
my grandchildren, born four decades 
after Koufax retired, are familiar with the name 
Sandy Koufax? (Okay, Saba Saul has something 
to do with that.)

Here is the argument against regarding Koufax 
as the greatest all-time pitcher: Koufax played 12 
years in the major leagues, drafted out of college. 
Koufax’s fi rst six seasons were mediocre. He isn’t 
even the winningest Jewish left-handed pitcher! 
(Ken Holtzman is.) Does this sound like pitching 
greatness? Read on.

The argument for his unmatched greatness 
is that during the next six years Koufax pitched 
better than any other human has ever pitched. He 
was so good that major leaguers regarded him 
as a visitor from a higher league unfairly pitching 
against mere major leaguers.

When iconic Yankee manager Casey Stengel 
was asked to name the greatest pitcher, he 
replied, “that Jewish kid.” Koufax was so good 
that the Phillies once called o¤  a game ostensi-
bly because of a few sprinkles to avoid playing 
against him. (I know. I had tickets.) Atlanta Braves 
superstar Hank Aaron claimed that the best thing 
about Koufax’s retirement was that he no longer 
had to face him. After striking out against Koufax 

in the World Series, a bewildered Mickey Mantle 
asked the umpire, “Am I supposed to hit that?"

Here are just a few statistics. Phillies’ great Cli¤  
Lee pitched six shutouts during his career. Koufax 
hurled 11 shutouts in one year, 1963, and 40 in a 
career that ended when he was 30. In 2021, no 
major league pitcher completed more than three 
games, and all MLB pitchers combined for 21 com-
plete games. Koufax threw 27 complete games in 
both 1965 and 1966 – and 137 in his career.

How great was Sandy Koufax? In his last season 
with the Dodgers, he won 27 games as the team 
captured the National League pennant. The year 
after he retired, the Dodgers were in seventh 
place – more than 20 games out of fi rst place. 
Nicknamed “the left arm of God,” he did all this 
with a severely arthritic, remarkably painful left 
elbow!

Koufax was admired not only as a pitcher 
but also as a person. At the end of the 20th 
century, Sports Illustrated chose Koufax as the 
greatest left-handed pitcher of the 20th century. 
(Greenberg was chosen as the greatest fi rst base-
man). But Sports Illustrated also chose Koufax as 
its Favorite Athlete of the 20th Century, an honor 

achieved for his character and the 
personal model he was he was for 
other athletes.

At Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, 
there is a statue of Sandy Koufax 
fl anking a statue of Jackie Robinson. 
Robinson was subjected to humiliat-
ing taunts from opposing players and 
fans as the fi rst African-American 
person to play in the major leagues.

Greenberg was a constant source 
of support for Robinson, whom 
Robinson described as the fi nest 
human being he had played against. 
It is easy to imagine Koufax playing a 
similar role had he pitched a genera-
tion earlier.

Koufax’s unmatched greatness 
can be compared to Beethoven 
and the nine symphonies he com-
posed. Haydn wrote more than 100 
symphonies, many of them clas-
sics. Yet, no serious musicologist 
would argue that Beethoven was 
not the greatest symphonist. Any 
Google search of the greatest sym-
phonies will reveal the dominance of 
Beethoven. Brahms was intimidated 
by Beethoven’s symphonies; it took 
him almost two decades to compose

his First Symphony.
When Koufax retired, a local reporter wrote that 

you must go back to Babe Ruth to fi nd a sports 
star of his magnitude. As for a model for the kids? 
Judah the Maccabee?

There was a mystique to Koufax that increased 
his appeal. He was blessed with dark handsome 
looks but with shyness and humility that increased 
his aura. He was mobbed at autograph shows to 
the relative exclusion of other superstars. When 
Koufax appeared at an event, the fans did not 
cheer; they screamed.

Yet he shunned the spotlight and rarely gave 
interviews. One minor exception occurred when 
a member of the Jewish press asked him why 
he did not pitch on Yom Kippur. His one-word 
response was, “respect.” He gave it, and he got it.

Can someone who pitched well for only six 
years be considered the greatest of all time? I will 
leave the answer to that childish question to oth-
ers while I relax and listen to Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony. JE

Saul Axelrod of Elkins Park is a professor emeritus 
of education at Temple University.

Recognize the Greatness of 
Sandy Koufax
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Sandy Koufax, 1960
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opinion

BY JEFF RUBIN

I have been shocked lately by the number of my 
friends who have left synagogues because of a 

pattern of unkind remarks from rabbinic and volunteer 
leaders. A Jew-by-choice belittled. A twenty-
something shamed. A professional demeaned. 

Jewish Twitter is full of accounts by Jews by 
choice or Jews of color who have been challenged, 
patronized or “othered” when they show up in 
Jewish spaces. Essayists lament that too many 
synagogues don’t seem welcoming or sensitive to 
single parents or don’t accommodate people with 
disabilities. 

Saying and doing hurtful things is not just ethi-
cally wrong, it’s destructive to organizations and 
has no place in the sacred communities that con-
gregations strive to be.

As any marketer will tell you, it is far cheaper to 
keep a customer than to acquire a new one — and 
synagogues can’t a�ord to alienate a single con-
gregant. With the ranks of the una�liated growing, 
according to Pew’s 2020 study, synagogue leaders 
need to watch what they say to keep, welcome and 
attract members.

The Pew study revealed that 7% of American 
Jews do not attend synagogue regularly because 
they “don’t feel welcome” while another 4% say 
“people treat me like I don’t really belong.” During 
my dozen years as a Hillel professional we invested 
heavily in training sta� to create environments that 
welcomed and engaged Jewish students of all 
backgrounds, regardless of how they looked, loved 
or worshiped. My first encounter with Hillel when I 
was just a high school senior ended poorly: Visiting 
Boston University’s Hillel, I was so put o� by a com-
ment that I didn’t apply to the school.

Of course this is a problem as old as Judaism 
itself.

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we read the 
story of Hannah, the distraught woman who came to 
the Tabernacle at Shiloh to pray for a cure for infer-
tility. Eli the Priest, seeing her pray silently — here-
tofore an unknown practice — accused her of being 
drunk. The priest said to her, “How long will you 
make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober up!”

Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! I am a very 
unhappy woman. I have drunk no wine or other 
strong drink … I have only been speaking all this 
time out of my great anguish and distress.”

“Then go in peace,” said Eli, “and may the God of 
Israel grant you what you have asked of Him.”

What if Hannah couldn’t muster the strength 
to defend herself and simply walked out of the 

Tabernacle — and out of Judaism? What if Eli 
did not have the compassion to correct himself? 
Would Hannah’s son, Samuel, have been raised 
to become a Jewish leader recognized by the 
three Biblical faiths as a prophet? How would Eli’s 
thoughtless remark have changed history? 

The rabbis recognized the toxicity of insults and 
cited such remarks as a transgression in one of 
the oldest elements of the Yom Kippur service, 
the confessional, or Vidui. During the Vidui, wor-
shippers strike their breasts and acknowledge 
that they have “smeared” others, “dibarnu dofi.” 
Medieval commentator Rashi said the word “dofi” 
means “slander” and that it derives from “casting 
o�” — as if by definition defamation leads to alien-
ation. One prayerbook perceptively renders the 
phrase as, “We have destroyed” — a reputation, a 
relationship, a communal bond.

Jewish literature is full of guides to proper com-
munication and avoiding evil speech, or “lashon 
hara” — from the Psalmist’s admonition, “Guard 
your tongue from evil and your lips from speak-
ing deceitfully,” to the Talmudic “Let the honor 
of your friend be as dear to you as your own,” to 
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan’s masterwork, the “Sefer 
Chofetz Chaim,” to Rabbi Joseph Telushkin’s excel-
lent book, “Words that Hurt, Words that Heal.”

But how do congregations turn wise words into 
action?

Linda Rich, a New York-based leadership coach 
who counsels synagogues and nonprofits, regards 

respectful communication as a core behavior for a 
successful congregation, and a congregation that 
lives the Jewish values it espouses. Discussion 
and disagreement are the signs of a healthy group, 
but in the Jewish context they should be civil and 
“l’shem shamayin,” for the advancement of sacred 
work, not for other motives. 

She recommends that volunteers and sta� study 
the principles that are fundamental to Jewish 
life, and sign a covenant to uphold them. When 
individuals fail to do so they should be reminded 
politely, clearly and directly that they are a valued 
member of the congregation, but this behavior 
is unacceptable. Try to be positive: Point out that 
they can be even more e�ective leaders if they 
watch what they say and adjust their approach. 
The congregation should sponsor periodic surveys 
or other forms of evaluation to determine how well 
the group is fulfilling its duties and covenants. 

On Yom Kippur, we reflect on our personal 
shortcomings, but we atone as a group. We do not 
seek forgiveness “for the sin that I have committed 
through my words,” but “for the sin that we have 
committed through our words.” Our individual 
words have collective impact. The High Holidays 
provide a golden opportunity to rethink how those 
words a�ect others and to take steps to change as 
individuals and congregations. JE

Je� Rubin is a writer in the Baltimore-Washington 
area.

For the Sin We Have Sinned by 
Making People Feel Unwelcome 
at Synagogues
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opinion

BY ARIEL ZWANG

When I traveled to Poland shortly after the 
outbreak of the conflict in Ukraine, I met a 

young mother who, with her baby, fled Kyiv without 
her husband. More than baby food and a roof 
over her head, she needed a support system and 
community to navigate all that would come next.

With the outpouring of assistance from individ-
uals and our partner institutions abroad who see 
it as their duty is to aid our fellow Jews in dis-
tress and rebuild Jewish life for coming genera-
tions, my organization, the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), was there for her.

Seven months later, many people outside of 
Ukraine think the danger has abated, that a 
reduction in the pace of those fleeing signals an 
end to their plight, and that the Ukrainian Jewish 
community is diminished but stable.  

Such misunderstandings downplay the urgency 
of challenges we have a part in solving. This is 
especially true given the outsized role that the 
global Jewish community has played to date in the 
humanitarian response. With tens of millions of dol-
lars in support from the Claims Conference, Jewish 
federations across North America, the International 
Fellowship of Christians and Jews, foundations, 
individual philanthropists and many others, we’re 
invested in this crisis for the long term. 

It is important, therefore, to set out three import-
ant realities and re-engage the wider Jewish pub-
lic in our critical work:  

The majority of Ukraine’s Jews, and their lead-
ers, remain in their country.

One of them is Svetlana M., the heroic director 
of the JDC-supported Hesed social service cen-
ter in Poltava, in central Ukraine. Hesed serves 
the region’s needy Jews and is a hub for crisis 
support. Svetlana is in her 40s, a psychologist by 
training, who turned her volunteerism and passion 
for the Jewish life into a career aiding the Jewish 
community. “We refuse to leave our city, and all 
those people who need us,” she told us. “Think 
about the elderly people afraid to even step foot 
outside. They need us, their community, now. We 
have a rule in our family: In good times and hard 
times, we should be together.” 

It’s true that tens of thousands of Jews, includ-
ing some leaders, have fled. But the vast majority 
of the country’s estimated 200,000 Jews, like 
Svetlana, have remained in the country. Many 
escaped to Ukrainian cities in safer locations. 
Others have left, and then returned from abroad. 
Among the nearly 40,000 poor Jewish elderly 

and families served by JDC before the conflict, 
approximately 90% are still there.  

Tens of thousands of Jews in country continue 
to turn to the Jewish community for support 
during the conflict or volunteer to aid their neigh-
bors. They are buoyed by scores of brave Jewish 
professionals — social service workers, JCC sta�, 
volunteer coordinators, rabbis,  Jewish educators 
and, of course, the sta� of JDC — who have been 
leading emergency work from Kyiv to Dnipro, 
Odesa to Lviv.  

Svetlana and the sta� and volunteers at Hesed 
have endured the stress of constant air raid alerts 
— more than 500 since Feb. 24 — and the influx 
of more than 250,000 internally displaced peo-
ple to the city. Svetlana has worked around the 
clock to address those ever-increasing human 
needs and to ensure the Jewish community 
becomes a touchpoint for joy during these tough 
times. Svetlana and her team — including her two 
sons — have planned numerous Rosh Hashanah 
holiday activities for seniors, teens, children, and 
displaced families in the coming weeks. They’ll 
deliver holiday aid packages and hold online and 
in-person celebrations with singing and traditions 
like apples and honey, part of our overall High 
Holiday e�orts around the country.  

Need is spiking throughout Ukraine.
Boris R., 70, and his wife, JDC clients before the 

conflict, had to flee their home in the east with 
our help, when, as Boris tells it, “our house was 
ruined by shelling. There’s no apartment, nothing. 
At such an age, I had to leave my native town.” 
It was a harrowing journey, especially as Boris’s 
wife has advancing Alzheimer’s and cannot walk. 
They emerged from the building’s basement and 
left with nothing more than the clothes they were 
wearing, their passports and their marriage cer-
tificate. 

After staying in Dnipro for 10 days to recover, 
Boris and his wife traveled to Lviv, where they 
have been for the last three months. His son and 
family are also nearby. Boris has no intention of 
leaving Ukraine, but is barely able to survive with-
out our help. The cost of his rent, with increasing 
utility prices, comes to $324. He and his wife’s 
combined pensions are only $243. 

While headlines focus on the south and east 
of the country, their plight is part of an under-re-
ported, unfolding crisis around the entire coun-
try. Decimated infrastructure, severely reduced 
human services, and limited access to utilities are 
widespread. The economic situation is dire, with 
skyrocketing inflation projected to hit 27% and 

Ukraine’s GDP expected to contract by more than 
34% in 2022.  

Making matters worse, 3.6 million Ukrainians 
who remained lost their jobs, resulting in a popu-
lation of “new poor,” previously middle-class folks 
now facing poverty. Those who were poor before 
the crisis are in even worse shape. With prices for 
food and medicine increasing more than 20 per-
cent in the last year, pensioners like Boris living on 
$3-4 a day have seen scarce resources stretched 
even further. Add to this the widespread reality of 
post-traumatic stress brought on by loss in many 
forms — loved ones, homes and safety. 

Our support — including food and medicines 
and supplemental aid for emergency needs like 
their rent and utilities — is a lifeline for these 
Ukrainians. JDC has shipped more than 600 
tons of humanitarian aid into Ukraine, and we are 
directly supporting 35,000-plus clients today, 
including more than 2,600 new poor and inter-
nally displaced Jews. This is in addition to the 
tens of thousands of others to whom we have pro-
vided trauma support, medical care, evacuation or 
hotline services to date. But — with no end to the 
conflict in sight — more needs to be done.  

The refugee crisis is not over. 
While the mass exodus of refugees has slowed, 

there are, according to our European Jewish com-
munity partners, some 10,000 Jewish refugees 
in their remit. The actual number is likely higher, 
as some have not reached out for help. As global 
inflation worsens and many choose to remain in 
Europe, we expect more may turn to Jewish com-
munities for support. We need to ensure they are 
prepared with the ability to extend care to their, 
and our, extended Jewish family.  

In partnership with local Jewish communities, 
JDC is currently caring for 4,000 refugees in 13 
countries. In addition to food, medicine, accommo-
dation, psychosocial support and connections to 
local programming, we’re moving from temporary 
care to long-term support. This includes housing 
solutions, health care, living stipends and work-
force opportunities. And helping Ukrainian Jews to 
integrate into local Jewish communities is critical.  

Rosh Hashanah is approaching, ushering in a 
time of introspection and new beginnings. During 
this period, we should proudly take stock of all we 
have done for Ukraine’s Jews — and concentrate 
on all we must continue to do in the New Year 
ahead. JE

Ariel Zwang is the CEO of JDC, the global Jewish 
humanitarian organization.

The World’s Attention May Be 
Flagging, but Ukraine’s Jews  
Still Need Our Help
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Biden to Host First-ever White House Rosh Hashanah Party
President Joe Biden is bringing a Jewish High Holiday celebration to the White 
House for the �rst time, JTA reported.

His White House is hosting a Rosh Hashanah reception on Sept. 30, Jewish 
Insider reported.

As vice president during the 2009-2017 Obama administration, Biden hosted 
Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot receptions at the Naval Observatory, the o�cial vice 
presidential residence, the �rst vice president to do so.

President Bill Clinton was the �rst president to host a Chanukah party for 
sta�, and President George W. Bush made it a public event for Jewish community 
leaders, a practice continued by President Barack Obama and President Donald 
Trump. Obama instituted White House Passover seders, a practice Trump did 
not continue, although on at least one occasion, Jewish sta�ers gathered in the 
adjacent Eisenhower Executive O�ce Building for a seder.

�e Biden White House last year hosted a last-minute Chanukah menorah 
lighting in person but has otherwise limited its Jewish events to virtual o�erings.

London’s Holocaust Memorial Garden Clears Queen Elizabeth 
Tributes Left on its Grounds
As Britons poured out their sadness over the death of their 70-year queen, they 
deposited tributes to her all over London — including at a garden designated for 
memorializing victims of the Holocaust, JTA reported.

Grace Dean, a reporter for Business Insider in London, tweeted on Sept. 18 
that the Holocaust Memorial Garden in Hyde Park, not far from Buckingham 
Palace, had turned into “a makeshi� Queen Memorial Garden.” She posted pic-
tures showing bouquets, letters and even pictures of Queen Elizabeth II strewn 
across the boulders that make up the heart of the Holocaust garden, which was 
dedicated with fanfare in 1983.

�e post quickly elicited expressions of anger and distress that mourning for 
the queen, who died last week at 96, would usurp mourning for the 6 million 
Jewish victims of the Nazi genocide during the Holocaust.

On Sept. 19, as London prepared for the queen’s funeral, the o�cial account of 
the Royal Parks, the charity that manages eight parks on royal grounds, tweeted 
that the items were being removed.

101-year-old Is Oldest to Make Aliyah From US in Five Years
A 101-year-old woman who made aliyah from New Jersey in mid-September is 
the oldest immigrant to move to the Jewish state from the United States in the 
last �ve years, jns.org reported.

Stella Rocko� was born in Jerusalem in 1921, during the British Mandate of 
Palestine. Her family immigrated to Brooklyn, New York, when she was 5, and 
she moved to Pennsylvania a�er she married Rabbi Herman Rocko� in 1940. 
She later lived again in New York with her husband and four children, where she 
worked as executive secretary of the Rabbinical Council of America.

She lived in Cli�on, New Jersey, before moving back to Israel with a daughter 
and son-in-law as part of a group of nearly 60 olim from North America. 

“All my life I dreamed of returning to my native country,” Rocko� said. “�is 
is a day of celebration for me.”

Central Bureau of Statistics: Israel’s Population Nears 10 million
�e population of Israel is just over 9.5 million people ahead of the Jewish New Year, 
according to data issued by Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics, jns.org reported.

�e country has a population of 9.593 million people, according to the CBS. 
Of them, 7.069 million (74%) identify as Jewish, 2.026 million (21%) as Arab and 
498,000 (5%) as neither.

�e bureau states that the Israeli population will reach 10 million by 2024, 15 
million by 2048 and 20 million by 2065.

Jews in Israel who are at least 20 are identi�ed as 45.3% secular, 19.2% tradi-
tional, 13.9% traditional-religious, 10.7% religious and 10.5% Haredi.

�e average life expectancy for Israeli men is 80.5 years versus 84.6 years for women.
According to the data, 177,000 babies were born in Israel the past year. JE

— Compiled by Andy Gotlieb

Artist Keith Lutz Painting
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If there’s one thing that Ken Burns’ new docuseries “� e U.S. and � e 
Holocaust” makes clear, it’s that Franklin Delano Roosevelt was only a big part 
of a much larger picture.

� e question of why the U.S. didn’t do more to prevent the Holocaust is a 
question about the 32nd president, yes. But it’s also a question about the myopic 
worldview of the American population in those years. 

As Burns details in his three-part series, which aired from Sept. 18-21 on PBS 
and is now available on PBS.org, � e Immigration Act of 1924 severely curtailed 
immigration from Jewish regions. Years later, � e Great Depression le�  one in 
four Americans without a job and fearful that newcomers would compete with 
them for the jobs that were available. And as war approached and ultimately 
broke out in Europe in 1939, aviator Charles Lindbergh’s America First anti-war 
movement built a following across the nation. 

FDR was competing with all of this as he pondered how to deal 
with the humanitarian crisis in Europe. As a political animal 
who understood the deeply democratic spirit of his country, 
the president also knew that he had to follow the herd as much 
as lead it. His approach ultimately did lead to U.S. entry into 
World War II, victory over the Nazis and the liberation and 
preservation of the Jews. But at the same time, it’s hard to deny 
that FDR’s prioritization of politics over morality came with a 
price: countless Jewish lives. 

It’s history; it is human a� airs; and so it’s complicated. � at’s 
why we talked to three prominent Jewish American 
historians to see what they thought of Burns’ much-
hyped doc. 

Lance Sussman 
Sussman is the scholar-in-residence at 
the Holocaust Awareness Museum and 
Education Center in Elkins Park. He’s also 
the rabbi emeritus at Reform Congregation 
Keneseth Israel in the same town. As a 
Jewish historian, he has taught classes at 
Princeton University, Temple University 
and SUNY-Binghamton, among other 
schools. 

When he spoke to the Jewish 
Exponent, Sussman had completed the 
� rst episode of Burns’ nearly seven-hour 
docuseries. And he “basically thought it was 
excellent.”

Sussman appreciated that Burns detailed 
the early history of immigration in America. 
Basically, for almost the � rst century and a 
half of its existence, the country allowed it. 
Leaders wanted to grow the population and 
build a great nation. 

But between 1870 and 1920, southern and 

eastern Europeans, including many Jews, joined western Europeans in their 
pursuit of opportunity. � is led to a backlash and to the attempt to limit those 
immigrants that � e Immigration Act of 1924 represented. 

For a viewer, it’s important to understand this background to “prepare the 
scene,” as Sussman put it, for what was to come. 

Sussman also liked that Burns explained the antisemitism in both the 
American population and the State Department in the years leading to World 
War II. � is showed the “political dynamic” that FDR had to deal with, and why 
it was so di�  cult to take action to stop the Holocaust. 

Finally, the historian was delighted to see Burns highlight Emanuel Celler, the 
Jewish congressman who represented his Brooklyn and Queens district for 50 
years starting in 1923. If Lindbergh is consistently shown speaking out on the 

wrong side of history, Celler is consistently shown doing the opposite. 
He made a speech against � e Immigration Act and lobbied the Roosevelt 
administration to let in Jewish refugees from Europe during the Nazi 
years. He was o� en a man � ghting alone in the halls of power and in the 
national conversation. 

“He’s truly one of the unsung heroes of a very dark story,” Sussman 
said. “So I’m glad that he got a lot of attention.”

Zev Eleff 
Ele� , as his website pro� le describes him, “is the twel� h president of 
Gratz College” in Cheltenham Township. He’s also a historian of Jewish 

history in America with nine books and more than 50 scholarly 
articles to his name. 

� e scholar did not pull his punches when asked about 
Burns’ latest project. 

“� e most egregious thing is letting FDR o�  the 
hook,” Ele�  said. “� at has set back the discourse over 

the relationship between the Roosevelt administra-
tion and the Holocaust.”

� e president added that recent books and 
articles in the scholarly community have moved 

toward the “consensus that FDR should have 
done more.” By not focusing on how much 
FDR knew and on how much he consid-
ered actions like bombing the rail lines 

to the Auschwitz concentration camp, 
the documentary ends up missing an 
opportunity, according to Ele� . 

“Many viewers came away looking at 
FDR with an unimpeachable record in 
the war e� ort,” he said. “And the schol-

arly record isn’t as impeccable.”
Ele�  acknowledged that it’s 

complicated. On the one 
hand, he mentioned, FDR’s 
rise to power represented 
the “near-complete move-

Historians React to Ken Burns 
HOLOCAUST DOCUMENTARY

JARRAD SAFFREN | STAFF WRITER
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ment of American Jews to the Democratic Party.” But 
on the other, in the wake of the Holocaust and the 
realization that FDR wanted to do more but didn’t, 
“there was a disillusionment and a disenchantment” 
among American Jews. 

Ele�  believes that the 32nd president was “inhib-
ited in what he could do,” but also that he could 
have still tried to do more. � e doc also could have 
explored that more deeply.

“Overall an incredibly powerful and important 
PBS documentary,” the Gratz leader said. “But what it 
does do is roll back the very complicated discussions 
that were activated by FDR.”

Jonathan Sarna 
Sarna is the chief historian at the Weitzman National 
Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia. 
He’s also a longtime American Jewish history professor 
at Brandeis University in Massachusetts and is consid-
ered perhaps the foremost Jewish historian in the U.S. 

It’s perhaps not surprising, then, that Sarna knows 
the details about what a lot of American Jews were 
doing to try and help their European brothers and 
sisters during this time. And he would have liked to 
have seen Burns focus more on those activities. 

Jews, according to Sarna, had an intelligence net-
work that in� ltrated the Nazi-supporting German 
American Bund in New York City, Los Angeles and 
other cities. 

“Why not talk about that?” he asked. 
� e Jewish Telegraphic Agency also set up a secret 

news-gathering operation called the Overseas News 
Agency, without the word Jewish in it.

“I wish he would have paid more attention to what 
was done,” Sarna said of Burns. “In that era, there 
were a lot of secret, clandestine Jewish activities that 
have never really been properly brought together, 
celebrated, understood.”

� ere is a sense in Israel, Sarna explained, that 
American Jews sat back and did nothing during the 
Holocaust. A whole generation has been raised on 
this belief, “perhaps to suggest a di� erence between 

America and Israel,” he said. 
“And it’s just not true,” he added. 
� ere is also a higher-level part of the story that 

Sarna wishes Burns would have focused on more: 
� rst lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s desire to take in more 
refugees. Eleanor Roosevelt, famously, was the ideal-
ist who balanced her husband’s political calculations, 
and she was horri� ed by the events in Europe. Sarna 
believes that “playing them o�  against one another 
would have been helpful.” 

� e professor, though, understands that, as he put 
it, � lms “are not encyclopedias.” Filmmakers, much 

like newspaper editors, have to make choices about 
what to include and what not to include, all to appeal 
to a general audience.

And as a history lesson that can o� er a baseline 
knowledge of that time, and of America’s role in 
shaping it, “� e U.S. and � e Holocaust” succeeds, 
according to Sarna. 

“� is is a way of learning about something that 
they otherwise wouldn’t know about,” Sarna said. “So 
I’m very glad it’s there. But it’s not above criticism.” JE

jsa� ren@midatlanticmedia.com 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt 
What more could America have done to help 
the Jews during the Holocaust? Ken Burns’ 
new docuseries explores this question. 

Jewish prisoners in the Buchenwald 
concentration camp during the 
Holocaust
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Plant-Based Dishes 
FOR THE BREAK-FAST BUFFET

KERI WHITE | SPECIAL TO THE JE

We all love the traditional white-
� sh/bagels/lox break-fast meal 

— and what’s not to like?!
But these days, many people are adopt-

ing more plant-based eating habits, either 
for environmental and ethical reasons, or 
a need to reduce cholesterol or sodium 
intake, to lose weight or for other health 
considerations.

My sister-in-law Esther, who is a 
healthy eater, made these recipes on 
a recent visit and, although not tradi-
tional, they would be good additions to 
the break-fast bu� et. Both are pareve, 
healthy, deliver plenty of fresh veggies 
along with � ber, protein and, of course, 
they are delicious. Both of these dishes 
are also colorful, so they add some visual 
pop and interest to the bu� et.

When cooking for a holiday crowd, it is 
ideal to o� er a variety of dishes to accom-
modate all preferences and needs; these 
two recipes do just that! For folks who need 
to watch their sodium, try using low-so-
dium soy sauce, and reduce the amount as 
required. Ditto for lower fat diets concern-
ing sesame oil and peanut butter.

Caulifl ower Lettuce Wraps
Serves 5

These mimic chicken wraps seen on 

many Chinese and Vietnamese menus.
Caulifl ower rice is available in the 

produce sections of most supermarkets 
these days. If you can’t fi nd it, see the 
note below on how to make your own.

The wraps are designed to be a fi n-
ger food, but they can be rather messy; 
some may wish to serve these plated 
with a knife and fork. 

1  teaspoon canola oil
2  cups caulifl ower rice
½  cup diced water chestnuts
¼  cup diced red onion
3  cloves garlic, crushed
2  tablespoons hoisin sauce
1  teaspoon soy sauce
1  teaspoon Sriracha or your 

favorite chili sauce
12  lettuce cups, either from Boston 

or bibb lettuce, small romaine 
heads, or iceberg

Optional garnishes: chopped 
peanuts or cashews; cilantro 
sprigs, sliced jalapenos and/or 
sliced scallions

In a large skillet, heat the canola oil 
and sauté the onion, garlic and mush-
rooms until fragrant. Add the water 
chestnuts, caulifl ower rice, soy sauce, 
hoisin and Sriracha with a splash of 
water to help distribute the sauces. 
Continue cooking for about 5 min-

utes until all vegetables are 
cooked. Remove from heat 
and cool slightly — you don’t 
want the mixture added to the 
lettuce while it is steaming hot 
or it will cook the leaves.

Place the lettuce cups on 
a large platter and fi ll them with the 
caulifl ower mixture.

Garnish as desired, and serve.
To make caulifl ower rice, divide a 

large head of caulifl ower into fl orets 
and small pieces.

Blanche the pieces in boiling water 
for 30 seconds, then place them 
immediately into an ice bath. Drain 
thoroughly, and put them in a food 
processor. Whiz the caulifl ower around 
until the pieces resemble rice. This will 
make more than you need for the let-
tuce wraps; save it and use it in salads 
or as you would rice or couscous.

Spicy Thai Quinoa Salad
Serves 6-8, depending on portion size

Ingredients:
2  cups fi nely sliced red cabbage
2  cups shredded carrots
1  large bell pepper, fi nely sliced
2  scallions, chopped
2  cups edamame
2  cups cooked quinoa
1  bunch cilantro, chopped

Dressing:
4  tablespoons natural peanut 

butter
2  tablespoons soy sauce
2  tablespoons rice wine vinegar
Juice of 1 lime
1-inch piece fresh ginger, grated 
3  large cloves garlic, crushed
1  tablespoon sesame oil
2-3 tablespoons Sriracha or other 

hot chili sauce
1  cup hot water

Mix all the vegetables and quinoa 
in a large bowl. Set aside.

Mix all the dressing ingredients 
except for the hot water in a medium 
bowl. Gradually add the water, starting 
with about a quarter cup, and whisk. 
Continue adding water and whisking 
until the dressing becomes creamy 
and smooth. It should be thin enough 
to pour over salad but not too watery.

Pour the dressing over the veggie/
quinoa mixture, and stir it together.

This is best if it has some time to 
sit, allowing the fl avors to blend. JE

Break-Fast Side Dishes
LINDA MOREL | SPECIAL TO THE JE

Like many American Jews, our fam-
ily breaks the Yom Kippur fast 

with bagels, lox and cream cheese. We 
like white� sh salad, too.

While this is a wildly popular menu, 
it lacks the crunch and nutritional 
value of vegetables and fruit. 

I’ve tried ordering trays of sliced 
tomatoes, cucumbers and raw vege-
tables. But they were assembled days 
before the holiday and arrived past 
their prime. I � gured that with a little 

advance planning, I could do better. 
In recent years, I’ve turned to salads 

and cooked vegetables that are easy 
to make ahead and best served cold. 
� ey’re ideal for the rush of getting 
food on the table a� er breaking the fast. 
Better still, the canon of Jewish cuisine 
o� ers many recipes to choose from. 

Olive and orange salad has been 
treasured among Sephardi Jews for 
centuries. Jews were among the earliest 
growers of citrus fruits. � ey have culti-
vated olives for at least 5,000 years. � is 
salad is a favorite in Israel, although its 

origins are probably in North Africa.
Nutty spinach with raisins is cooked 

� rst and then chilled, a common pre-
serving method in the days before 
refrigeration. � is dish is beloved 
among Jews in the Middle East and 
North Africa. � is recipe comes from 
Rome, but it almost certainly traveled 
there with Jewish traders during the 
Roman Empire.

Beet salad with dill is well known in 
the AsŠ enazi world. Beets have always 
been cheap and are tough enough to 
survive frigid Eastern European win-

ters. Besides being essential to borscht, 
beets are a tangy ingredient in Jewish 
cooking. Initially, AsŠ enazi Jews ate 
beet greens in salads, the tops of this 
root vegetable that grows underground. 
But later, Russian Jews devised beet 
salad, sometimes adding herring.

No matter how your family breaks 
the fast, it’s a smart move to add foods 
to the menu that are hydrating, full of 
� ber and loaded with vitamins. A� er 
a day of forgoing food, vegetables and 
fruit are a healthy bridge back to your 
usual diet.

Yom Kippur
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Olive and Orange Salad | 
Pareve
Serves 8

8  oranges
⅔  cup Kalamata olives, pitted and 

cut in half
Juice of 2 lemons
½  cup olive oil
2  garlic cloves, pushed through a 

garlic press
2  teaspoons mint, fi nely chopped
¾  teaspoon ground cumin
½  teaspoon paprika, plus more for 

sprinkling

Cut the oranges into thick slices. 
Remove the pits with the point of 
a knife. Peel o�  the skin. Cut the 
orange slices into wedges. Move 
them to a mixing bowl. Scatter the 
olives over them. 

In a small mixing bowl, whisk together 
the lemon juice, olive oil, garlic, mint, 
cumin and ½ teaspoon of paprika. Pour 
the dressing over the orange-olive mix-
ture. Using two spoons, toss until the 
mixture is entirely coated.

This recipe can be covered with 
plastic wrap and stored in the refrig-
erator for 2 days. Before serving, 
move the salad to an attractive bowl. 
Sprinkle with more paprika. Serve 
cold or at room temperature.

Nutty Spinach with Raisins | 
Pareve
Serves 6-8

⅔  cup raisins
⅔  cup pine nuts or slivered 

almonds
2 (1 pound) plastic boxes of baby 

spinach
⅓  cup olive oil, or more if needed
2  garlic cloves, very fi nely sliced
Kosher salt to taste
Juice of 1 lemon

Boil 2 cups of water, and pour it 
into a heatproof mixing bowl. Add 
the raisins, and soak them for 10 
minutes. Strain the raisins in a sieve 
and reserve.

Preheat a toaster oven or oven to 
350 degrees F.

Roast the nuts for a minute or two. 
Watch them carefully as they easily 
burn. Reserve.

Rinse the spinach under cold water 
and place it in a colander to drain.

Heat the olive oil in a very large 
pot over a medium-low fl ame.

Sauté the garlic for a minute or 
two until fragrant. Sprinkle it with 
salt. Add the spinach in bunches to 
the pot, even though water will still 
be clinging to the leaves. Stir the 
spinach continuously, and add more 
as each batch wilts, which happens 
quickly. Add more olive oil at any 
time, if needed. Check to make sure 
the spinach has enough salt and add 
more, if needed.

Remove the spinach from the 
fl ame, and add the raisins and nuts. 
Stir to combine. This can be served 
immediately or cool it to room tem-
perature, move it to a bowl, cover it 
with plastic wrap and refrigerate it 
for two days.

When ready to serve, move the spin-
ach to an attractive serving bowl and 
drizzle the lemon juice over the top.

Sweet and Sour Beet Salad | 
Pareve
Serves 8-10

3  (15-ounce) cans sliced beets
3  tablespoons white vinegar
2  tablespoons fresh dill, 

chopped fi nely
3  tablespoons red onion, chopped
½  teaspoon honey
Kosher salt to taste

Drain the beets in a colander, 
and move them to a large mix-
ing bowl. Add the vinegar, dill, 
onion, honey and salt. Gently stir to 
combine.

Cover the salad with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate it for at least 12 hours 
and up to three days. 

Check to make sure the beet salad 
has a tang. If it’s too sweet, add a 
little more vinegar. If it’s too tart, add 
a little more honey.

When ready to serve, move it to 
an attractive bowl, preferably a clear 
glass one to show o�  this salad’s 
gorgeous garnet color. JE

Yom Kippur
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Synagogue Hopes For Jam-packed 
Sweet New Year

SASHA ROGELBERG | STAFF WRITER

This year, Beth David Reform 
Congregation wanted to ring in the 

new year a little di� erently than with just 
apples and honey.

Last week, members of the Gladwyne 
synagogue made and canned 300 jars 
of Tunisian pumpkin jam, a spin on a 
Sephardi dish, to be distributed to con-
gregants. � e project used 75 pounds of 
pumpkin.

Originally, synagogue leadership 
wanted to give the nonedible gi�  of a can 
opener to congregants within their High 
Holidays gi�  bags — a representation of 
the reopening of society a� er COVID 
restrictions and the opening of one’s 
heart during the month of Elul.

But now equipped with can openers, 
congregants then needed cans to open. 
Rabbi Beth Kalisch tapped synagogue 

Vice President Jane Horwitz, an experi-
enced canner, to conjure up an additional 
sweet treat to the requisite honey. 

Along with Cantor Lauren Goodlev and 
Educational Director Rabbi Elisa Koppel, 
Kalisch and Horwitz decided on pumpkin 
jam, also called ma’ jun kra, which uses 
ingredients common in North Africa and 
Sephardic cooking. In addition to repre-
senting a sweet new year, the jam would 
be an opportunity for the synagogue to 
expose congregants to di� erent types of 
Judaism beyond the AsŠ enazi default.

“In our e� ort to stay connected and 
do things together, why buy something 
when we can sort of have an activity and 
get people connected in making the jam 
together?” Goodlev said.

Horwitz got to work. First came the 
recipe selection and testing. Using but-
ternut squash from her garden, Horwitz 
tweaked recipes, adding orange juice to 

acidify it, which would enhance 
the � avor of the sweet and 
smooth pumpkin, and apple, 
which is high in pectin, the nat-
ural thickening agent that adds 
glossiness and mouthfeel.

As she did the math on how 
much jam she would need 
to make, it was clear that the 
squash from Horwitz’s garden 
wasn’t going to cut it. She picked 
up crates of pumpkins. She 
bought additional ingredients, 
too: 50 pounds of sugar, vanilla bean 
paste — di� erent from extract — and 
rose essence to perfume the jam.

Next came the spreadsheet, a meticu-
lous timeline and delegation of tasks for 
those who signed up to help Horwitz, a 
group of nine, many of whom had pre-
vious canning experience. � e jammers 
showed up at Horwitz’s house with can-

ning pots in tow; many had been passed 
down for generations.

Over the next � ve days, the team 
churned out four batches of jam a day, 
with some peeling and chopping pump-
kins, others stirring jam pots, others still 
boiling and sealing jars and Horwitz’s 
husband dutifully cleaning the kitchen 
each night.

“� ere was jam schmutz all over my 
kitchen!” Horwitz said. “Jam was every-
where ... the sweetest thing is there’s no 
more sweetness on the walls of my kitchen.”

It wasn’t all about the destination, 
however. Jam-making is a meditative 
and re� ective process. Sometimes, you 
don’t have a choice but to stand over a pot 
and stir for hours.

“It made me slow down and focus,” 
Horwitz said. “Doing this preservation of 
food on such a huge scale was, for me, the 
closure to the year.” 

Ending an arduous project has its 
rewards, too. A� er distributing the jam 
jars to congregants, Horwitz planned 
to donate le� over jam to Bethel AME 
Church in Ardmore, hoping it will lead 
to other opportunities for partnership.

Horwitz isn’t interested in another 
large-scale jam-making project for a 
while, but the activity laid the blueprint 
for congregants to reconvene a� er a cou-
ple of years of distance and be creative 
in programming moving forward to 
accommodate a diverse community.

“If the pandemic taught us anything, 
it’s the metaphor of throwing spaghetti 
on the wall and seeing what sticks,” 
Goodlev said. “I guess if you throw jam 
on the wall, a lot of that is going to stick, 
too.” JE

srogelberg@midatlanticmedia.com

   

Over fi ve days, Jane Horwitz and her 
team canned 300 4-ounce jars of 
pumpkin jam.
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NBA Evaluator, Teacher and Coach 
Myron Rosenbaum Dies at 91

SASHA ROGELBERG | STAFF WRITER

Physical education teacher, coach, referee and 
evaluator of NBA o�  cials Myron Rosenbaum 
died on Sept. 14 at Beaumont in Bryn Mawr. 

He was 91.
Rosenbaum’s love of sports, particularly basketball, 

wove itself through his many interests and jobs. 
As the athletic director and basketball coach at Har 

Zion Temple in Penn Valley, Rosenbaum co-founded 
Har Zion Fun and Fitness Club with his wife Deena, 
where the two led athletic programming for children 
for 20 years, beginning in the 1950s.

� e couple also taught physical education together 
at Overbrook High School, providing sex education 
for students, a rarity at the time. Rosenbaum coached 
varsity tennis and scouted players for the school’s 
basketball team.

“He was really great with kids,” Deena Rosenbaum 

said. “Basketball, to him, was like an art. He was very 
adept at seeing who would be a good player and who 
wouldn’t. He worked at it, and he loved it.”

An avid referee, Rosenbaum knew the rules of the 
game and later became an evaluator for NBA o�  cials 
and for Continental Basketball Association super-
vised o�  cials, where he used his ample experience 
to scout referees and consult the leagues a� er games 
on which o�  cials were making fair calls. He traveled 
across the East Coast with his wife from 1976-’81, 
watching dozens of games, mostly on weekends.

Rosenbaum’s love for the sport inspired his broth-
er-in-law Jay Mandle to take interest in refereeing 
and talent scouting. On a trip to the Caribbean, 
Mandle, an economy professor at Colgate University, 
conducted a study on local economics and refereed 
on the side. He stumbled across a group of young 
men playing basketball and sent Rosenbaum a tape 
of one lanky young man.

Rosenbaum insisted that the young man be 
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AVART
K A R E N  ( nee Bid ner)  on S eptem -
b er 1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 .  W ife of D r.  S tew art.  
M oth er of M ered ith  ( E v an)  S c ott 
and  J osh ua ( D iana)  A v art.  S ister 
of C h ery l L ev y  and  M urray  Bid ner.  
G rand m oth er of M ac K enz ie and  
N oah  S c ott,  H ay d en and  T alia A v art.  
In lieu of Àowers contributions in her 
m em ory  m ay  b e m ad e to th e A lz h ei-
m er’ s A ssoc iation,  w w w . alz . org .

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

B RENNER
L I N D A  R O BE R T A ,  b elov ed  w ife of 
th e late G erald  S tanley  Brenner,  d ied  
on S eptem b er 3 ,  2 0 2 2  at th e ag e of 
8 3 .  Born in C h ic ag o,  L ind a w as th e 
eld est d aug h ter of D av id  and  Blos-
som  ( S c h iff)  By er.  S h e is surv iv ed  
b y  h er b roth er,  S teph en,  and  sister,  
A m y .  L ind a g rad uated  from  O ak  P ark  
and  R iv er F orest H ig h  S c h ool,  and  
earned  h er BS  in M ic rob iolog y  from  
th e U niv ersity  of W isc onsin.  S h e m et 
G erry ,  th e lov e of h er life,  d uring  h er 
first week on campus. They were 
m arried  th ree y ears later,  b etw een 
h er j unior and  senior y ears of c olleg e.  
T w o y ears later,  w ith  th eir new b orn 
son J effrey  in tow ,  L ind a and  G er-
ry moved to Plainfield, New Jersey, 
w h ere th ey  resid ed  for ten y ears.  I n 
1 9 7 1  th ey  m ov ed  to P ly m outh  M eet-
ing ,  w h ere th ey  liv ed  for th e nex t 4 9  
y ears.  O nc e th e k id s w ere in sc h ool,  
L ind a w ork ed  in researc h  lab orato-
ries at b oth  th e M ed ic al C olleg e of 
P ennsy lv ania and  M erc k .  S h e th en 
found ed  a k osh er c atering  b usiness,  
T h e T w o of U s,  I nc . ,  in th e late sev -
enties.  O nc e th e life of a c aterer 
b ec am e too ph y sic ally  tax ing ,  L ind a 
d ev oted  h er tim e to v olunteering  at 
h er sy nag og ue as w ell as w ith  th e 
E astern P ennsy lv ania R eg ion of 
U nited  S y nag og ue.  L ind a w as a life-
long  learner,  an av id  read er,  a lov er of 
c lassic al m usic  and  opera,  and  w as 
d ev oted  to c om m unity  serv ic e.  A b ov e 
all,  sh e c h erish ed  h er h usb and  G erry  
and  h er b rood  of c h ild ren,  g rand c h il-
d ren,  and  g reat-g rand c h ild ren.  I n ad -
d ition to h er sib ling s,  sh e is surv iv ed  
b y  h er c h ild ren,  J effrey  ( T am ar)  Bren-
ner,  Beth  ( D an)  H ey m an,  and  S usan 
( G id on)  Y itz h ak ;  h er g rand c h ild ren,  
A v rah am  ( S h ifra) ,  R ac h ael ( M osh e)  
R ib ak ow ,  A sh er,  S h ay na,  and  C h ay a 
Brenner,  Bennett ( S ara) ,  N oah  ( C raig  
A rno) ,  and  A aron H ey m an,  Brit ( E lad )  
S im an T ov ,  L iad ,  M erav ,  S arah  and  
O v ad iah  Y itz h ak ;  and  g reat-g rand -
c h ild ren,  D ak ota,  R and y ,  and  A m b er 
K raus,  and  Y aak ov ,  A v ital,  and  A v -
ish ai S im an T ov .  T h e fam ily  respec t-
fully  sug g ests m em orial d onations 
b e d irec ted  to T iferet Bet I srael ( Blue 
Bell) ,  T h e L ind a and  G erald  Brenner 
H illel W elc om e W eek  F und  at T h e 
U niv ersity  of W isc onsin,  or T h e G er-
ald  Brenner S c ienc e S c h olarsh ip at 
C ity  C olleg e of N ew  Y ork .

COHEN 
P A U L  S ept.  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  of W yn co te,  
P A .  H usb and  of S ally S eid m an;  fa-
th er of Ji ll H am pton ( Je ffrey)  and  
C arla Ja co b s ( E ric) ;  g rand fath er of 
H annah ,  Brian,  Z ach  and  A llison.  
T h e fam ily respect fully req uest co n-
trib utions in h is m em ory b e m ad e to 
a ch arity of th e d onor’ s ch oice .  

JO S E P H  L E V I N E  &  S O N S
 w w w . levi nefuneral. co m

DIAMOND,  ESQ .
S A M U E L  “ Bud ”  on S eptem b er 1 5 ,  
2 0 2 2 .  Belove d  h usb and  of M iri-
am  ( nee F orm an)  L ovi ng  fath er 
of Jo nath an D iam ond  ( S and ra 
I tko ff) ,  D eb orah  D iam ond  ( Jo na-
th an Block) ,  and  D avi d  D iam ond  
( A ud rey K raus) ;  D evo ted  g rand -
fath er of L eo,  K id ist R ose,  A aron,  
E li,  H annah ,  H arry ,  and  Benj am in.  
Co-founder of the law firm Dia-
m ond ,  P olsky and  Bauer in 1 9 6 0 ,  
S am uel serve d  cl ients until h is 
retirem ent in 2 0 1 0  and  taug h t d e-
ca d es of stud ents at th e U nive rsity 
of P ennsyl va nia.  C ontrib utions in 
h is m em ory m ay b e m ad e to U niv .  
of P A  L aw  S ch ool,  w w w . law . upenn.
ed u or Je w ish  F ed eration of G reat-
er P h ila. ,  w w w . j ew ish ph illy . org

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m

FEUER
D A V I D  “ G rum py” -O n S eptem b er 
1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 .   Belove d  h usb and  of th e 
late F rance s ( nee F reezm an) .  D e-
vo ted  fath er of S co tt F euer ( L yn ne) ,  
K im  F euer G elm an ( C raig ) ,  and  
E d w ard  F euer.   L ovi ng  g rand fath er 
of C h elsea and  Ja im e.  C ontrib u-
tions in h is m em ory m ay b e m ad e 
to T em ple Beth  H illel-Beth  E l 1 0 0 1  
R em ing ton R oad ,  W yn new ood ,  P A  
1 9 0 9 6  or to a ch arity of th e d onor’ s 
ch oice .

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

FLAX
E N I D  ( nee O ch ach er)  of K ing  of 
P russia.  W ife of th e late W allace  
F lax.  M oth er of R ab b i A m b assad or 
M artin F lax of I srael and  R ab b i I ra 
( V icki )  F lax of K ing  of P russia.  S is-
ter of P h oeb e ( F red erick)  N ove  of 
N Y .  G rand m oth er of D eb ra ( S am -
uel)  K itch en and  Benj am in ( A d ina)  
F lax.  G reat g rand m oth er of W allis 
H arper K itch en.  S ervi ce s and  I nt.  
w ere h eld  in N ew  Y ork,  S ept.  1 9 ,  
2 0 2 2 .

JO S E P H  L E V I N E  &  S O N S
 w w w . levi nefuneral. co m

GERB ER
BA R R Y  on S eptem b er 1 6 ,  2 0 2 2 .  
H usb and  of S and ra ( nee Breslow ) .  
F ath er of D r.  L ori G erb er.  Broth er 
of E d w ard  G erb er.  G rand fath er of 

E th an L ew is.  M r.  G erb er w as th e 
ow ner of th e T rave l A uth ority and  
A A A  V id eo in Bensalem ,  P A .  

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

KATZ
N A O M I  C A H A N ,  A rtist,  P sych olo-
g ist and  C om m unity A ct ivi st in I sra-
el.  N aom i C ah an K atz w as b orn in 
P h ilad elph ia and  spent th e seco nd  
half of her life fulfilling her potential 
in Je rusalem .  S h e passed  aw ay on 
A ug ust 1 0 ,  2 0 2 2  in Je rusalem  at 
th e ag e of 9 7 .  T h e eld est d aug h ter 
of M orris and  L illian C ah an,  N aom i 
g rew  up in th e O ak L ane neig h b or-
h ood  of N orth  P h ilad elph ia.  A fter 
attend ing  G irls’  H ig h ,  sh e w ent on 
to stud y at P h ilad elph ia C olleg e 
of A rt ( now  U nive rsity of th e A rts)  
and  th e Barnes F ound ation.  W an-
d ering  th e park one eve ning  at a 
picn ic,  N aom i tripped  ove r a m an 
lyi ng  und er a b ush  w ith  h is d ate.  
I t w as S tanley K atz.  T h ey m arried  
just a week before her twenty-first 
b irth d ay and  tog eth er th ey h ad  
five children – Sivia, Avi, Judith, 
David and Shuli – and a life of ad-
ve ntures,  g reat and  sm all.  N aom i 
w orke d  as a h om eb ound  instruct or 
for ch ild ren th roug h out th e ci ty .  A l-
w ays act ive  in Je w ish  life,  sh e w as 
act ive ly invo lve d  from  its ince ption 
w ith  th e S olom on S ch ech ter D ay 
S ch ool ( now  P erelm an Je w ish  D ay 
S ch ool) ,  w h ich  w ould  g row  from  3 9  
stud ents in th e b asem ent of H ar 
Z ion T em ple into a force  for Je w ish  
ed uca tion in th e reg ion.  O n S atur-
d ays S tan and  N aom i w ould  pack 
th eir fam ily into th e station w ag on 
and  d rive  to S outh  P h ilad elph ia for 
cl ass at th e F leish er A rt M em orial 
and  a vi sit to th e I talian M arke t to 
procu re th at eve ning ’ s ch eese rav -
ioli.  O th er d ays,  th ey w ould  pack 
up m ayo nnaise sand w ich es and  
h ead  to th e zo o to d raw  th e ani-
m als.  N aom i h erself neve r stopped  
m aki ng  art,  and  sh e exp lored  eve ry 
m ed ium .  S elf taug h t,  sh e b eca m e 
acco m plish ed  in ca llig raph y ,  j ew el-
ry m aki ng ,  and  pottery at th e w h eel.  
W ith  h er ch ild ren sh e cr eated  T axi  
C ab  K atz,  a papier m ach e co cke r 
spaniel.  S h e once  co ve red  th e d in-
ing  room  w all w ith  a m ural featur-
ing  a b osom y w om an at a P arisian 
ca fe,  leaning  on a tab le w ith  a larg e 
b lack pood le tied  to it.  A fter h er 
yo ung est w as b orn,  sh e enrolled  in 

obituaries

brought to the States where, using his connections, helped the 
athlete play high school ball at Cardinal O’Hara High School 
in Spring�eld, college ball and later get dra�ed into the NBA. 

�e kid, Adonal Foyle, was the eighth overall dra� pick in the 
1997 NBA dra�. At the time, the center became the longest-ten-
ured player for the Golden State Warriors and later played for 
the Orlando Magic and Memphis Grizzlies.

“If it hadn’t been for Myron, he never would have made it,” 
Deena Rosenbaum said.

All the while, Rosenbaum balanced his love of basketball with 
his �rst passion — his family. Like their parents, Rosenbaum’s 
three daughters pursued athletic interests.

Mindy Karro and Lynn Rosenbaum remember seeing their 
father in the bleachers at all of their gymnastics meets. In 
between routines, Myron Rosenbaum would turn on the small, 
portable television he brought along to catch whatever NBA 
game was on.

“It is a very funny memory of him sitting with that little 
portable TV, which allowed him to be involved and watch bas-
ketball wherever he went,” Karro said.

At home, Rosenbaum had a favored chair in the den where 
he would sit and watch games or old movies. Lynn Rosenbaum 
remembers never being allowed to change the channel when 
her father was watching.

“�at was where you knew you could �nd him,” she said.
When he wasn’t watching games at home, Rosenbaum was 

playing poker. He went from an amateur basement poker player 
to ranking in the top 10 at the World Series of Poker in 1988 
and ‘89.

A lifelong Philadelphian, Rosenbaum was born in the city 
and graduated from Overbrook High School in 1949. Shaped 
by the early death of his mother, he became close to Deena 
Rosenbaum’s family.

“When he married my mom, he found the family that he had 
never had in her family,” Lynn Rosenbaum said. “He just loved 
my mom’s parents and her brother.”

Rosenbaum’s college education at Temple University was 
interrupted by a two-year stint in the Army. True to his ath-
letic sensibilities, Rosenbaum played table tennis competitively 
there; he was a player, coach and high scorer on the Sapporo 
team in Japan during the Korean War. In 1953, he won the 
Special Armed Forces table tennis singles and doubles cham-
pionship. 

His ample victories in other leagues throughout his life 
earned him the Jewish Basketball League Alumni Award in 
2013.

Despite his adventurous spirit, Rosenbaum appreciated a 
daily routine. Every Saturday night, the family would order 
food from Hymie’s or City Line Diner and Deli. He enjoyed 
picking up dessert for his family from local bakeries.

He showed his love for his family in other ways, too. One 
year, for their anniversary, Rosenbaum paid for a message on 
a billboard that could be seen through the shared window in 
their Overbrook High School o�ce. �e couple were married 
for 65 years.

“It was a great adventure,” Deena Rosenbaum said.
Rosenbaum is survived by his wife; daughters Stephanie 

Rosenbaum �ornley (Evan), Karro (Wayne) and Lynn 
Rosenbaum; and two grandchildren. JE

srogelberg@midatlanticmedia.com
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nig h t sch ool at T em ple U nive rsity to 
pursue and  co m plete h er M asters 
in P sy ch olog y .  S h ortly after earning  
h er d eg ree,  sh e and  S tan trave led  
to I srael to vi sit th eir d aug h ter in 
art sc h ool in Je rusalem .  O n th at 
trip,  th ey fell in love  w ith  th e co un-
try and  d eci d ed  to m ake  aliya h .  
T w o ye ars later,  w ith  nine-ye ar-old  
d aug h ter S h uli in tow ,  N aom i and  
S tan left P h ilad elph ia for I srael.  
A fter learning  som e H eb rew  in an 
ulpan outsid e of Je rusalem ,  th ey 
j oined  ki b b utz A ye let H ash ah ar j ust 
in tim e to b race  for th e Y om  K ippur 
W ar of 1 9 7 3 .  I n th eir d eca d e on 
ki b b utz,  N aom i estab lish ed  a psy -
ch olog y cl inic for ch ild ren and  fam -
ilies in a nearb y tow n.  W ith  I srael’ s 
unive rsity syst em  in its infancy ,  sh e 
translated  m any E ng lish  lang uag e 
psych olog y text s into H eb rew  for 
pub lica tion.  W ith  S tan,  sh e estab -
lish ed  an art stud io for th e ki b b utz 
w h ere m em b ers w ould  pose for 
and  paint one anoth er.  E ve ntually ,  
sh e w as g ive n one d ay  off of w ork 
each  w eek d evo ted  to art:  th e m ark 
of a professional artist w ith in th e 
ki b b utz.  S h e and  S tan w ere b oth  
act ive ly invo lve d  w ith  th e prog ram s 
of S ave  th e C h ild ren prog ram s in 
I srael.  A fter ten ye ars, N aom i and  
S tan eve ntually m ove d  to Je rusa-
lem  w h ere,  as eve r,  N aom i th rew  
h erself into proj ect  after proj ect .  
S h e trained  as a d oce nt for th e I sra-
el M useum ,  w h ere sh e g ave  tours 
for over ten years on the fine art 
and  arch eolog y co llec tions.  A fter 
w orki ng  as an ad vo ca te for R ussian 
im m ig rants in I srael,  sh e and  S tan 
org anize d  seve ral trips of I sraelis to 
R ussia,  eating  ca vi ar at th e b allet 
and  g ivi ng  lect ures on co llect ions 
at th e H erm itag e.  L ater,  d eve loping  
ties in th e g row ing  E th iopian refu-
g ee co m m unity ,  sh e w orke d  w ith  
artists to sell th eir w ork in I srael 
and  A m erica .  E ve n w ith  th e ch il-
d ren g row n,  th eir h om e w as alw ays 
b ustling :  som etim es w ith  g ath er-
ing s of rece nt im m ig rants learning  
to read  E ng lish  from  th e N ew spa-
pers;  som etim es w ith  g rand ch il-
d ren;  oth er tim es w ith  vi siting  m em -
b ers of th e h ospitality  exch ang e 
org aniza tion S erva s I nternational.  
M em b ers th em selve s,  S tan and  
N aom i trave led  th e w orld ,  stayi ng  
in th e h om es of fam ilies on m ultiple 
co ntinents on m ultiple co ntinents.  
O n th e rare occa sions th at sh e d id  
sit still,  N aom i w ould  cu rl up on th e 
co uch  w ith  S tan,  listening  to O pera 
and  w orki ng  on an acr ostic puzzl e.  
O ne of h er larg est and  long est run-
ning  efforts b eg an in 1 9 9 6  w h en 
an A m erica n friend  w anted  to d o-
nate h er parents larg e-print b ooks.  
W h en no lib rary for th e vi sually- im -
paired  w ould  take  th e E ng lish  lan-
g uag e m aterial,  N aom i found ed  h er 
lib rary .  Beg inning  as a few  b ooks 
in a m etal cl oset at th e A ssoci ation 
of A m erica ns and  C anad ians in I s-
rael ( A A C I ) ,  it h as b lossom ed  into 
a full Àedged library with staff and 
vo lunteers.  S h e co ntinued  to w ork 
th ere until sh e retired  j ust sh y of h er 
ninetieth  b irth d ay .  S h e co nsid ered  

h erself to b e ve ry lucky ,  and  put 
h er appreci ation into h er 6 0 0  pag e 
autob iog raph y w h ich  sh e b eg an in 
ink and  prog ressed  to w riting  on th e 
co m puter.  ( see also:  V eterans:  By 
th e seat of h er pants,  T h e Je rusa-
lem  P ost,  F eb ruary 3 ,  2 0 1 2 )  N ao-
mi leaves behind her five children, 
fourteen g rand ch ild ren,  and  sixt een 
g reat g rand ch ild ren.  D onations in 
h er m em ory w ould  b e appreci ated  
at th e C oh en L ib rary for th e V isual-
ly I m paired  and  H om eb ound ,  of th e 
A m erica ns and  C anad ians I n I srael 
(  A A C I ) ,  Je rusalem ,  I srael.

KUSHNER
M A R L E N E  ( nee S oph er) .  S eptem -
b er 1 5 ,  2 0 2 2  of Blue Bell,  P a.  W ife 
of th e late A rnold .  M oth er of L eah  
( P am  E rnst)  K ush ner,  Bill ( S h aron)  
K ush ner and  N ancy ( G arrett)  F ly -
nn.  S ister of G ilb ert S oph er.  A lso 
survi ve d  b y seve n g rand ch ild ren 
and  th ree g reat-g rand ch ild ren.  S er-
vi ce s w ere h eld  at H aym  S alom on 
M em orial P ark.  C ontrib utions in h er 
m em ory m ay b e m ad e to th e A l-
tzh eim ers A ssoci ation.  

JO S E P H  L E V I N E  &  S O N S
 w w w . levi nefuneral. co m

LEVIN
R A C H E L L E  V I C T O R I A  - nee D a-
vi d son.  S eptem b er 1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 .  W ife 
of th e late E d w ard  J.  L evi n.   M oth er 
of Bruce  L evi n ( G lenn P itt)  and  L ar-
ry ( N ad ine)  L evi n.  G rand m oth er of 
M ich ael ( K end ra)  L evi n,  S teph anie 
( A lan)  S h erm an,  Jo sh ua ( Je ssica )  
L evi n and  R iki  ( M atth ew )  G eye r,  
also survi ve d  b y 9  g reat g rand ch il-
d ren.  C ontrib utions in h er m em ory 
m ay b e m ad e to th e A m erica n C an-
ce r S oci ety ,  w w . ca nce r. org

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

LEVITT
D R .  M O R T O N  P . ,  P rofessor E m er-
itus of E ng lish  at T em ple U nive rsity 
passed  aw ay on S aturd ay ,  S eptem -
b er 1 0  at h is h om e in C enter C ity .    
D r.  L evi tt,  w h o w as b orn in Brookl yn  
in 1 9 3 6 ,  w as th e auth or of seve ral 
literary b ooks incl ud ing  Bloom sd ay:  
A n I ntrod uct ion to Ja m es Jo yce ’ s 
U lysse s;  T h e M od ernist M asters;  
M od ernist S urvi vo rs;  T h e C retan 
G lance :  T h e W orld  and  A rt of N iko s 
K aza ntza ki s;  and  T h e R h etoric of 
M od ernist F ict ion.   F or nineteen 
ye ars,  h e ed ited  th e Jo urnal of 

M od ern L iterature,  th e lead ing  ac -
ademic journal in its field. He also 
taug h t at P enn S tate and  at Z ag reb  
U nive rsity in Y ug oslavi a,  th e U ni-
ve rsity of G ranad a in S pain and  th e 
U nive rsity of L isb on.  H e lect ured  
w id ely in E urope for b oth  th e U . S .  
I nform ation S ervi ce  and  th e F ul-
b rig h t prog ram .  D r.  L evi tt g rew  up 
as a Brookl yn  D od g ers fan and  at-
tend ed  m any g am es in th e fam ous 
E b b ets F ield  stad ium ,  often ac -
co m panied  b y h is old er b roth er.  O n 
m any S aturd ay m orning s,  h is m oth -
er w ould  take  h im  to th e P aram ount 
T h eater on Broad w ay in M anh attan 
to see th e series of live  act s per-
form ed  th ere,  follow ed  b y new s-
reels and a film.   Dr. Levitt attend-
ed  D icki nson C olleg e,  w h ere h e 
earned  h is B. A . ,  and  sub seq uently 
w as aw ard ed  h is P h . D .  in E ng lish  
from  P enn S tate U nive rsity .   D r.  
L evi tt w as a lifelong  ath lete,  play -
ing  h and b all in Brookl yn ,  running  
track for H em pstead  H ig h  S ch ool 
and  th en playi ng  tennis th roug h out 
P h ilad elph ia until h is early 8 0 s.    H e 
and  h is w ife A nnette,  a professor of 
E ng lish  at D rexe l U nive rsity ,  spent 
m any ye ars livi ng  in W est M t.  A iry 
b efore m ovi ng  into C enter C ity in 
1 9 7 6 ,  w h en th ey purch ased  and  
renova ted  a b row nstone in th e R it-
tenh ouse S q uare A rea.   G rave sid e 
servi ce s w ere h eld  at M t.  S h aron 
ce m etery on S eptem b er 1 3 ,  2 0 2 2 .  
D r.  L evi tt is survi ve d  b y h is w ife of 
5 9  ye ars D r.  A nnette S h and ler L ev -
itt,  and  m any ad oring  niece s,  neph -
ew s,  g rand -niece s and  neph ew s.    
D onations in h is m em ory m ay b e 
m ad e to th e A lzh eim er’ s A ssoci a-
tion D elaw are V alley A lzh eim er’ s 
A ssoci ation D elaw are V alley C h -
pater,  T em ple U nive rsity ,  Jo urnal 
of M od ern L iterature,  P enn S tate 
N ittany L ions,  D icki nson C olleg e,  
U nive rsity of G ranad a,  G ranad a,  
S pain,  F ulb rig h t S ch olarsh ips.

JO S E P H  L E V I N E  &  S O N S
 w w w . levi nefuneral. co m

LEVYN,  DO
M U R R Y  E . ,  b orn Ju ne 2 1 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  
d ied  peace fully at h om e on S ep-
tem b er 2 0 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  surround ed  b y 
h is d evo ted  w ife of 7 0  ye ars S h irley 
( Brint)  and  h is lovi ng  ch ild ren L yn n 
G old b erg  ( R ob ert G old b erg  D O ) ,  
A nd rea T anenb aum  ( S teve n/ Je re-
m y R osenb lum ) ,  Jo nath an L evyn ,  
D O  ( Bunny)  and  A ng elo C aserta 
and  K evi n O ’ Brien of P h ilad elph ia.  
H e also leave s b eh ind  ch erish ed  
g rand ch ild ren A d am  ( D ara) ,  Je ffry ,  
M arg o,  Blake ,  A lexa nd er,  S am ,  
E va  Je anne,  Ja ck,  E li,  E lise ( D a-
vi d ) ,  S ash a,  E m ely ( R ob ert)  and  
h is ad orab le g reat g rand ch ild ren 
H aley and  L evi .  H e also leave s b e-
h ind  Beve rly M osko w itz ( S teve n) .  
D r.  L evyn  attend ed  C entral H ig h  
S ch ool,  L aS alle C olleg e and  th e 
P h ilad elph ia C olleg e of O steopath -
ic M ed ici ne.  H e co m pleted  a rad iol-
og y resid ency in Bang or,  M aine.  H e 
serve d  as th e C h air of th e D epart-
m ent of R ad iolog y at D elaw are V al-

ley H ospital for m any ye ars b efore 
h is retirem ent.  H e w as a lifelong  
m em b er of C ong reg ation A d ath  Je -
sh urun in E lki ns P ark.  D onations in 
D r.  L evyn ’ s m em ory m ay b e m ad e 
to th e P h ilad elph ia C olleg e of O s-
teopath ic M ed ici ne or th e C roh ns 
and  C olitis F ound ation of A m erica .  

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

MORRIS
W I L L I A M  of P h ilad elph ia d ied  on 
S eptem b er 1 5 th ,  2 0 2 2 .  H e w as 
8 8  ye ars old .   Born and  raised  in 
P h ilad elph ia,  M orris w as a sm art 
and  savvy b usinessm an b ut,  m ost 
im portantly ,  a lovi ng  h usb and  and  
fath er.   M orris h ad  a love  and  ze st 
for life and  m ad e eve ry exp eri-
ence  m em orab le and  fun.   “ Bill 
w as alw ays taki ng  ca re of people,  
w h eth er th ey w ere h is love d  ones 
or strang ers.   H e h ad  an incr ed ib ly 
ki nd  h eart. ”  H is w ife,  Brend a M orris 
said .  M orris is survi ve d  b y h is w ife 
Brend a,  h is sons M ich ael and  K en-
ny and  h is stepch ild ren L auren and  
D eena.  H e is also survi ve d  b y h is 6  
g rand ch ild ren and  w e ca nnot forg et 
h is d og  C h arlie P epper.   Bill w ill b e 
m issed  d early b y all w h o love d  h im .

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

NEEREN
M A R I L Y N  ( nee W eiss)  on S eptem -
b er 1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 .  Belove d  h usb and  of 
M urray .  D evo ted  m oth er of D r.  A m y 
N eeren S teinm an ( D r.  R oss S tein-
m an)  and  D avi d  ( Je ssica )  N eeren,  
E sq .  D ear sister of E d w ard  W eiss.  
C h erish ed  “ Bub b e”  of S am anth a 
and  Ju lia S teinm an,  Ja co b  and  E llie 
N eeren.  C ontrib utions in h er m em -
ory m ay b e m ad e to A b ram son 
C ance r C enter,  w w w . pennm ed -
i c ine. org / c anc er/ g i v ing / w a y s-to-
g i v e/ fund -for-th e-ab ram son-c an-
ce r-ce nter

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

STONE
D R .  R O BE R T  K A L M I N ,  ag e 9 6 ,  
d ied  S eptem b er 1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 .   H e is 
survi ve d  b y h is niece  S usan S tone 
( of Berlin) ,  as w ell as ext end ed  
fam ily and  co untless lovi ng  friend s.  
Bob  S tone w as pred ece ased  b y 
h is parents E liza b eth  and  E d w ard  

S tone ( of M ed ia)  h is b roth er D on-
ald  S tone,  and  h is neph ew  D on 
S tone ( b oth  of Boca  R aton) .  F am -
ily and  friend s are invi ted  to h is 
G rave sid e S ervi ce  on T uesd ay ,  
S eptem b er 2 0 ,  2 0 2 2  at 1 0 am  H ar 
Je h ud a C em etery ,  U pper D arb y ,  P A  
1 9 0 8 2  ( S ect ion Y ) .  C ontrib utions in 
h is m em ory m ay b e m ad e to C on-
g reg ation Beth  I srael S oci al A ct ion 
C om m ittee w w w . b eth israelm ed ia.
org  

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A el-S acks

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

WEISSMAN
D I C K ,  b orn on D ece m b er 1 6 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  
in P h ilad elph ia,  P A ,  passed  aw ay 
on S eptem b er 1 0 ,  2 0 2 2 .  Belove d  
h usb and  of Bonnie W eissm an 
( nee E isenstat) .  Broth er of Jo el 
W eissm an ( L ind a) .  F ath er of D oug  
W eissm an ( Je nnifer W anko ff)  and  
Jo nath an W eissm an ( P h oeb e 
T ran) .  G rand fath er of E zr a W eiss-
m an and  M ag nolia W eissm an.  D ick 
w as proud  to h ave  b een th e P resi-
dent of the first ever Pre-teen USY 
G roup at Beth  S h alom  C ong reg a-
tion in E lki ns P ark ,  P A ,  as w ell as 
th e Business M anag er of th e D ai-
ly C olleg ian N ew spaper at P enn 
S tate U nive rsity .  D ick spent m ost of 
h is professional life as a M anufac -
turer’ s R epresentative ,  selling  fur-
niture and  w orki ng  cl osely w ith  h is 
parents S tanley and  S ally W eiss-
m an,  b oth  of Blessed  M em ory .  
D onations m ay b e m ad e in D ick’ s 
m em ory to th e I rvi ng  and  F rayd el 
E isenstat L ead ersh ip D eve lopm ent 
F und  at T em ple I srael of S cr anton,  
P A ,  or th e P ancr eatic C ance r A c -
tion N etw ork.

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

ZLOTNICK
E L A I N E  ( nee S tarin)  on S eptem b er 
1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 .  W ife of Je rauld .  M oth er 
of R ob ert ( S uza nne)  Z lotnick and  
D r.  S usan Z lotnick ( Jo h n S touter) .  
S ister of C lifford  ( R oslyn )  S tarin.  
G rand m oth er of D avi d  ( Baxt er)  
Z lotnick,  Jo sh ua Z lotnick,  H annah  
S touter and  D aniel S touter.  C on-
trib utions in E laine’ s m em ory m ay 
b e m ad e to a ch arity of th e d onor’ s 
ch oice .

G O L D S T E I N S ’  R O S E N BE R G ’ S  
R A P H A E L -S A C K S

w w w . g old steinsfuneral. co m  

May Their Memory Be For a Blessing
�e Philadelphia Jewish Exponent extends condolences to  

the families of those who have passed. 

To receive our weekly obituary eletter visit  
www.jewishexponent.com/enewsletter
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synagogue spotlight

Temple Brith Achim Remains the 
Only Synagogue in King of Prussia

JARRAD SAFFREN | STAFF WRITER

Temple Brith Achim in King 
of Prussia had two founding 
moments, according to Rabbi 

Eric J. Lazar.
In the late 1960s, a few couples met 

under a tree in Valley Forge National 
Park and decided to establish “a Jewish 
presence in the area,” says the history 
section on the synagogue’s website. 
�en, more than a decade later, in 
September of 1982, the congregation 
bought its home at 481 S. Gulph Road.

Today, the Reform synagogue 
remains the only one in the Upper 
Merion-King of Prussia area. Jews come 
from nearby towns like Collegeville, 
Wayne, West Chester, Spring-City and 
Royersford to worship, according to 
Temple Brith Achim President Steve 
Kantrowitz. 

He said the community was born 
to give local Jews a place to worship, 
to celebrate holidays and joyous occa-
sions, to get people through tough 
times and to teach children and others 
to be happy and comfortable being 
Jewish. And as it celebrates its 50th 
anniversary, it is still playing that role.

“A�er 50 years, that’s still something 
special,” Kantrowitz added. 

But half a century in, the synagogue, 
like so many others, is hanging on. 
Lazar is in his 19th year leading the 
congregation and, when he arrived, it 
included almost 300 households. �at 
number rose to about 305 by 2007. 
But the �nancial crisis and �e Great 
Recession hit members hard, dropping 
the household total to around 270. And 
ever since, it has steadily declined. 

Lazar attributes the drop to “people 
not wanting to connect with houses of 
worship” anymore. He said that people 
o�en do not see the worth “until there’s 
some need.” And when there is a need, 
“many people will reach out, even if 
they’re not connected.” 

�e members' ages range from new-
born to almost 100, according to the 
rabbi. One-third of the 200 member 
households have children in the tem-

ple’s religious school. But that means 
that two-thirds do not. 

Lazar called maintaining a hub for 
Jewish life in the Valley Forge area 
“a huge obligation” and “something 
we take very seriously.” A handful of 
founding families in the congregation 
remind members of that, too. �ere 
also is a picture of a founding member 
named Linda Rice hanging outside of 
the shul’s library. 

“We’ve been able to stand on our 
own,” the rabbi said. 

To try and continue to do that, syna-
gogue leaders are focusing on relation-
ship-building. During the pandemic, 
Kantrowitz started a new routine in 
which he goes through the synagogue 
directory and calls every congregant. 
He does that twice a year. 

“People feel appreciated,” Lazar said. 
Temple leaders are also working to 

make the outdoor portion of their prop-
erty an active part of synagogue life. 
�ey recently beauti�ed their garden by 
adding trees and vegetation. �ey also 
made the entrance handicap-accessible. 
Now, if three or four people want to 
have a meeting there, they will be more 
likely to do so, Kantrowitz said. 

But leaders don’t want to stop with 
the garden. Kantrowitz mentioned that 
there’s a plan to build a pavilion that 
will host services, meetings and other 
shul activities. 

“We’re making better use of the out-
doors,” he said. “People enjoy that. 
It was brought to the forefront with 
COVID. It was healthier. Obviously, 
the air circulation was better. But also I 
think people like it. It’s a nice environ-
ment to be in. To hear the birds. People 
enjoy communing with nature.”

Kantrowitz sees the outdoor 
upgrades as part of the temple’s long 
tradition of adding to its facility. As 
he put it, the congregation started by 
using other people’s facilities. �en it 
bought a home with a few classrooms 
and a sanctuary. Over time, it added 
a social hall, a kitchen and a lifelong 
Jewish learning center. 

�ere are still families in the area 
“that want to have that opportunity” to 

become part of a synagogue, Kantrowitz 
added. And in today’s world, “it’s nice 
to not have to drive an hour.”

“We’re right there,” he said. 
For interested families, Temple 

Brith Achim tries to make member-
ship a�ordable. Every year, leaders 
send congregants a bare-bones budget 
that explains how much each member 
needs to pay to reach that bigger num-
ber, according to Lazar. But congre-

gants can �ll in whatever number they 
can a�ord to pay. 

Other shuls have adopted similar 
systems in recent years. But Temple 
Brith Achim started with the approach 
a decade ago. It’s just a reality of syna-
gogue life today. 

“We’re still making it happen,” Lazar 
said. JE

jsa�ren@midatlanticmedia.com 

What’s happening at ... Temple Brith Achim

Temple Brith Achim at 481 S. Gulph Road in King of Prussia

Temple Brith Achim is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. 
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d’var torah

BY RABBI JON CUTLER

Parshat Vayeilech

“Moses went and spoke 
these things to all 
Israel.” (Deuteronomy 

31: 1– JPS translation based on the 
Masoretic text.)

“And Moses � nished speaking these 
words to all Israel.” (Deuteronomy 
31: 1— Alter translation based on the 
Septuagint.)

Moses is giving his farewell speech 
because he is about to die. He is giving 
his � nal instructions to the people, and 
he announces to the people that he will 
soon die. He also announces that he 
will turn his leadership over to Joshua. 

� e Torah notes that, during these 
� nal days, he wrote down “this 
teaching,” referring to the book of 
Deuteronomy. He then gives it to the 
priests and the Levites for safekeeping. 
� is “teaching,” Moses commands, 
should be read every seven years during 
the holiday of Sukkot, the seventh year 
being the sabbatical year when the land 
would be fallow and free from the obli-
gation of working the land.

� erefore, every Israelite young and 
old, women, children, would come 
together to learn and be re-inspired by 
the “teaching,” the Torah. It was during 
the rabbinical period that all � ve books 
of the Torah would be read on a consis-
tent basis – holidays, during the week 
and on Shabbat. 

Biblical scholars have pointed out that 
the verb “Va-Yeilekh,” the opening word 
of this week’s Torah portion, is translated 
as “And Moses went.” � is is found in our 
Biblical translation. But in the Septuagint 
version, it is not written as Va-Yeilekh. It 
is written rather as “Va-Yekhal,” which 
translates as “And Moses completed 
speaking these words.” 

It could be that the scribe transposed 
the last two Hebrew letters leaving us 
with two di� erent meanings, two dif-
ferent verbs. From a practical and liter-
ary perspective, and Moses “completed” 
rather than “went” makes more sense. 

A� er all, where was it that Moses 
went? � e Torah doesn’t elaborate. 
Commentaries from Rashi and Ibn Ezra 

say that Moses went to each tribe to bid 
them farewell before he died. He also 
wanted to demonstrate that, although 
he still had the strength, he was now 
no longer permitted to assert any lead-
ership. His authority had been given to 
Joshua. So, he went from tribe to tribe 
to tell Israel they were in capable hands. 

Still the phrase “And Moses went 
…,” even with the commentaries, leaves 
us questioning. � e commentaries sup-
ply us with an interesting, homileti-
cal answer to the question: Where did 
Moses go? On the other hand, the rever-
sal of two letters might give us a fuller 
and perhaps more accurate understand-
ing of what Moses did on the last day 
of his life, “And Moses completed and 
spoke these things to all Israel,” instead 
of reading: “And Moses went …”

But relying on an alternate reading 
from the Septuagint doesn’t help either 
because the same question can be asked. 
What did he complete? Was it the Book 
of Deuteronomy?

However, the opening verse in this 
week’s Torah reading challenges us into 
thinking more deeply about life, the end 
of life and the completion of tasks.

I would like to suggest that the open-
ing words, the play between “went” and 
“completion,” might be both accurate: 
“Went to complete.” In the phrase “went 
to complete,” this is a lesson in life.

Moses recognized that his life was 
about to end. Before he died, he needed to 
complete tasks that were le�  undone. He 
would never be able to � nish those tasks. 
Yet the Torah tells us that Moses was still 
trying to attempt those tasks. He was not 
as physically able as he once was. He told 
the people of Israel that he is not capable 
to be active any longer and that he could 
not come and go as he did before. 

Rather, Moses’ life was coming to 
end, but it did not mean it was the 
end of his journey. He would always 
be present amid his people in the gen-
eration and generations to come. His 
words would resound for millennia. He 
would always continue to be the teacher 
and lawgiver for all those succeeding 
generations just as he was during his 
40-year leadership of Israel.

� e opening word “Va-Yeilekh” 
teaches us that the purpose of life 

is not completion but the need for a 
continual pursuit with the result of 
leaving behind living thoughts and 
vibrant ideas, lessons about life and 
walking in the ways of righteousness. 
� is will revitalize descendants and 
inspire them.

Moses still lives through the words of 
the prophets, the law and the rituals and 
wisdom of the rabbis. Moses lives in the 
hearts of every Jew who picks up a Torah 
and studies it. � ough he was preparing 
himself to die, his “Va-Yeilekh” truly 
never ended, and the “Va-Yekhal” was 
never really completed. Every time we 
read and study Torah from year to year, it 
is never “Yekhal,” or completed, because 
we are always becoming. 

And at the same time, “Va-Yeilekh
— And Moses went” is pertinent. For 
in our comings and goings, it is what 
we leave behind. As we go through life, 

we must face our own mortality. As in 
the case of Moses, our sojourn on this 
earth is temporary. As such our lives 
are never completed. It is a journey. 

“It is not your duty to complete the 
work (of the world), but neither are you 
free to desist from it.” (Hillel trans-
lation) Source: Talmud, Pirke Avot 
(Ethics of the Fathers) 2:21, attributed 
to Rabbi Tarfon. JE

Rabbi Jon Cutler is co-president of the 
Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia 
and rabbi of Beth Israel Congregation 
of Chester County. � e Board of Rabbis 
is proud to provide diverse perspectives 
on Torah commentary for the Jewish 
Exponent. � e opinions expressed in this 
column are the author’s own and do not 
re� ect the view 
of the Board of 
Rabbis.

Continue Pursuit of Wisdom
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calendar

FRIDAY, SEPT.  30
PARSHA FOR LIFE
Join Rabbi Alexander Coleman, 
a Jewish educator and 
psychotherapist at the Institute 
for Jewish Ethics, at 9 a.m. for a 
journey through the Torah portion 
of the week with eternal lessons 
on personal growth and spirituality. 
Go to ijethics.org/weekly-torah-
portion.html to receive the 
Zoom link and password.

WORLD MUSIC SHABBAT
Join Beth Sholom Congregation’s 
Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin 
and Cantor Jacob Agar for a 
Kabbalat Shabbat service 
featuring world music. The 
community is welcome to attend. 
Call 215-887-1342 for information. 
8231 Old York Road, 
Elkins Park.

SUNDAY, OCT. 2
DESSERT AND DIALOGUE
Join Tikvah and Mark Salzer, 
director of Temple University’s 
Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Department, at 2 p.m. to learn about 
community living and participation 
for people with serious mental 
illnesses. Free and open to the 
public. RSVP: o�ce@tikvahajmi.
org or call 215-832-0871. 10100 
Jamison Ave., Philadelphia.

MONDAY, OCT. 3
MAHJONG GAME
Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El 
Sisterhood invites the community 
to join our weekly mahjong game at 
7 p.m. Cost is $36 per year or free 
with MBIEE Sisterhood membership. 
For more information, call 215-635-
1505 or email o�ce@mbiee.org. 
8339 Old York Road, Elkins Park.

BOOK CLUB
The Book Club of Congregations 
of Shaare Shamayim will host its 
October Zoom session at 7 p.m. For 
further information or to register 
for the book club program, contact 
Lynn Ratmansky at the synagogue 
o�ce at 215-677-1600. 9768 
Verree Road, Philadelphia.

TUESDAY, OCT. 4
BINGO WITH BARRY
Join Barry at Tabas Kleinlife for an 
afternoon of bingo at 12:45 p.m. 
on Oct. 4 and 5. Free parking and 
free to play, with snacks available 
on Oct. 5. For more information, 
call 215-745-3127. 2101 Strahle St., 
Philadelphia.

WOMEN & MONEY MEET-UP
Are you a woman looking to 
improve your financial skills? Join 

Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service and a supportive group of 
women the first Tuesday of every 
month from 7:30-8:30 p.m. to learn 
about a range of financial topics, 
share tips and ideas and alleviate 
your stress and anxiety around 
money. Contact Laura Flowers 
at 267-256-2274 or 
lflowers@jfcsphilly.org for more 
information.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5
BREAK THE FAST
As we celebrate our 60th jubilee 
anniversary year, Congregations 
of Shaare Shamayim is hosting our 
annual Break the Fast immediately 
following Yom Kippur services, 
starting at 7 p.m. The cost is $30 
per person. For more information, 
contact the o�ce at 215-677-1600. 
9768 Verree Road, Philadelphia. JE

SEPTEMBER 30–OCTOBER 5

SUNDAY, OCT. 2
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS

Congregation Beth El-Ner Tamid welcomes Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month with a program by Dr. Lina Sizer. This free 
program and brunch at 10:30 a.m. will provide information and 
insights to the latest in breast screening, genetics and treatment. 
RSVPs are required; call 610-356-8700 or email o�ce@CBENT.
org. 715 Paxon Hollow Road, Broomall.
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around town

Out & About

1  Federation Housing resident Barb Meyers shows o	 her handmade 
T-shirt. 2  The Jewish Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May Counties 
received a $30,000 Nourishing Neighbors grant from the ACME 
Markets Foundation. 3  Rabbis Albert Gabbai and Yosef Zarnighian 
welcomed members of Friends of Israel, a group that supports the 
Jewish state, to Congregation Mikveh Israel. 4  Main Line Reform 
Temple-Beth Elohim held its Welcome Back Weekend. 5  Abrams 
Hebrew Academy students participated in the Jewish Relief Agency’s 
Rosh Hashanah packing on Sept. 11. 6  The Philadelphia and Delaware 
chapters of Americans for Ben-Gurion University held their annual 
kicko	 event in support of their upcoming tribute brunch on Nov. 13.
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last word

David Adelman
LEADS BOTH JEWISH, PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITIES

ANDY GOTLIEB | EDITOR

David Adelman’s name might 
already be familiar to you.

Maybe you know it from 
his role as co-chair of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Philadelphia.

Perhaps you heard it in 2020 when 
then-Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver 
DeSean Jackson shared antisemitic 
comments on social media. Adelman, 
the chair of the Philadelphia Holocaust 
Remembrance Foundation, spoke 
with Jackson and took him on a tour 
of the Horwitz-Wasserman Holocaust 
Memorial Plaza as a learning experience.

Or maybe you heard it earlier this 
year when the Philadelphia 76ers 
announced a much-publicized devel-
opment plan for a new arena in Center 
City. Adelman, an entrepreneur and 
private investor in the real estate mar-
ket, is tasked with overseeing the proj-
ect, which is expected to last a decade.

Whatever the case, Adelman, 50, has 
emerged as a leader in both the Jewish 
and general community in Greater 
Philadelphia.

“I’m fortunate that I have a unique 
mix of OCD and ADHD, so I’m good at 
doing a lot of things for a short period 
of time,” he joked.

Like it does for many Jews, the 
Holocaust helped shape Adelman.

His grandfather, Sam Wasserman, 
was a Holocaust survivor, captured 
in 1942 by the Nazis and taken to the 
Sobibor concentration camp in Poland. 
� ere his wife and two small chil-
dren were immediately executed, while 
Wasserman became a daily laborer.

During an organized revolt, 
Wasserman escaped, then joined the 
resistance movement. Wounded during 
a battle, he was cared for by a woman, 
Sophie, who became his second wife. 
� ey lived for a time in a displaced 
persons camp before moving to Israel 
and, later, the United States. 

“I feel a deep connection to him and 
what he went through,” Adelman said. “It’s 
more like a sense of duty to honor him.”

Part of that duty comes via his service 
as vice chair (and former chair) of the 
Philadelphia Holocaust Remembrance 

Foundation, which oversees the 
Holocaust plaza named a� er his grandfa-
ther. Another part comes from sitting on 
the board of the USC Shoah Foundation.

But while Adelman honors the past, 
he’s also involved with the present-day 
and future Jewish community.

“I probably spend 15-20% of my time 
on Jewish philanthropy,” he said.

He helped found the Jewish 
Federation Real Estate, or JFRE, group 
a decade ago and has served as its chair 
and as an executive committee mem-
ber. And in 2020, he was elected to a 
three-year term as co-chair, along with 
Gail Norry, of Jewish Federation itself.

“I enjoy it,” he said. ”It’s engaging, 
but it’s de� nitely a bit challenging.”

� ose challenges have included 
hiring a new CEO, dealing with a 
pandemic that literally changed every-
thing and even Hurricane Ida in 2021, 
which � ooded the Jewish Community 

Services Building in Center City.
Challenges aside, Adelman’s opti-

mistic about Jewish Federation’s future.
“I was pleasantly surprised with the 

engaged lay leadership,” he said. “It’s a 
very volunteer-led place. We’re fortu-
nate that so many care about it.”

One of Adelman’s goals is to have 
the community recognize that Jewish 
Federation serves as a central � nancial 
depository for the Philadelphia area’s 
Jewish organizations, rather than hav-
ing donors contribute to individual 
outlets. He said transparency is crucial 
to achieving that goal.

“Everything we do now is with trans-
parency in mind,” he said, adding that he 
hopes to educate people on the organiza-
tion’s role. “You have to do that by telling 
your story and getting your message out. 
Sharing your wins is important.”

Spreading that message can be tricky 
at times, especially when Adelman’s 

approached by people with other chari-
table causes, both inside and outside the 
Jewish world.

“I do believe that charities should be 
run like a business and, when I am act-
ing as a donor, I want to make sure my 
money is being spent wisely,” Adelman 
said. “I’ve also gotten better at saying 
‘no’ to a lot of well-intended charities 
to remain focused on my core causes."

When Adelman’s Jewish Federation 
co-chair term expires next year, he’s likely 
to take a step back from leadership, while 
remaining engaged with the organization.

“I will always be connected to the 
Federation, but it’s good to have new 
leadership from time to time,” he said.

� ere’s still plenty le�  on the plate for 
Adelman, who lives with author wife 
Hallee Adelman and two daughters in 
Haverford. He attends Har Zion Temple.

Along with leading 76 DevCorp, the 
organization pursuing 76 Place, a pri-
vately funded sports and entertainment 
arena in Center City, Adelman remains 
the CEO of Campus Apartments, a 
housing company catering to students.

Campus Apartments was founded 
by fellow 76ers fanatic Alan Horwitz 
— the animated guy o� en seen sitting 
in the front row at 76ers games. � eir 
relationship dates to the 1980s, when 
Adelman gave his mentor $2,000 in bar 
mitzvah money to invest in real estate.

� en there are, among other things, 
his titles as vice chairman at FS 
Investments, lead director of aviation 
company Wheels Up and founder of 
Darco Capital, a venture capital � rm.

� row in roles with organizations as 
diverse as the University City District 
and the Penn Medicine Board of 
Trustees, and Adelman said he some-
times wishes each day had 30 hours.

“I have a really great team around 
me,” he said. ”I’m highly scheduled.”

Expect the high-pro� le role to
continue.

“I’m not shy about the fact that I 
want to make a di� erence in my com-
munity and the Jewish community,” 
Adelman said, “I hope my legacy is that 
I helped the community.” JE

agotlieb@midatlanticmedia.com

David and Hallee Adelman
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JEWISH EXPONENT CLASSIFIEDS
To advertise, call 

215-832-0749

LOVE where you LIVEhere you LIV

VENTNOR $1,475,000
SOUTHSIDE WITH OCEAN 
VIEWS ON THE MARGATE/
VENTNOR BORDER! 5 BED, 
3.5 BATH 3-STORY HOME.

MARGATE $1,825,000
ONE OF THE LARGEST LOTS 
IN MARGATE WITH BAY 
VIEWS! 5 BEDS, 5 FULL BATHS 
WITH TONS OF UPDATES!

LONGPORT $2,550,000
SOUTHSIDE NEWER CON-
STRUCTION WITH OCEAN
VIEWS! 5 BEDS, 5.5 BATHS, HUGE 
OPEN LAYOUT & GREAT YARD.

MARAGTE $1,950,000
FIRST BLOCK NORTH HOME 
ONLY 5 YEARS YOUNG! 
FABULOUS LOCATION WITH 

6 BEDS, 4 FULL BATHS!

VENTNOR $795,000
BEING COMPLETELY RENOVAT-
ED! DUPLEX ON ONE OF THE 
BEST STREETS IN VENTNOR! 

FABULOUS OPPORTUNITY!

ATLANTIC CITY $195,000
LARGE & BEAUTIFUL TAHOE 
UNIT IN THE OCEANCLUB! 1 
BED, 1.5 BATH WITH OCEAN
VIEWS! PET FRIENDLY BUILDING!

VENTNOR $935,000
ONE VERY SPECIAL PROPER-
TY! COMPLETELY RENOVATED 
5 BED, 4 FULL BATH JUST 

2 BLOCKS TO THE BEACH!

MARGATE $399,000
TURN KEY SOUTHSIDE IN 
MARGATE’S DOWNBEACH 
SECTION! 2 BEDS AND 

RENOVATED FULL BATH!

LOWER CHELSEA  $759,000
DIRECT OCEANFRONT IN 
THE BERKLEY! 2 BEDS, 
2 FULL BATHS PLUS 
BONUS DEN OR OFFICE!

OCEAN CITY  $799,000
CHARMING & WELL 
MAINTAINED 3 BED-
ROOM, 2 BATHROOM 
HOME ON BAY AVENUE!

VENTNOR $399,000
2 BED, 1.5 BATH SECOND 
FLOOR CONDO BEING FULLY 
RENOVATED! WONDERFUL 
STREET CLOSE TO MARGATE!

VENTNOR $799,000
THIS 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH 
HOME IN THE HEIGHTS WILL 
HAVE A STUNNING ALL NEW 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR!

HHT Office
609-487-7234

NEW PRICE! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! 

 9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate 
8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate

9313 Ventnor Ave, Margate

NEW PRICE! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! 

#1 IN NEW JERSEY 
FOR LARGE TEAM 

SALES VOLUME
*RealTrends 2021

www.HartmanHomeTeam.com

SEASHORE SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

The DeSouzas  
are Back  

on Bustleton!
The Fall Market is Here!
Now is the time to list  
your home with US!

Call Andi or Rick DeSouza for an appointment  
& we will deliver: Results, Not Promises!

RE/MAX ONE REALTY 
Eric DeSouza, Associate Broker

Andrea DeSouza, Sales Associate
Eric Cell 215-431-8300/8304 • Bus 215-953-8800

rickdesouza70@gmail.com

WANTED TO B UY

WANTED TO BUY 
ANTIQUE & FINE FURNITURE 

Paintings & Sculptures 

Also Vintage Modern, 
Mission & Nakashima Etc. 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID

215-663-1813 

GOLDEN HARMONY HOME CARE
Independence while at the same time improving their quality of life by helping 

them remain in the comfort of their own homes.
Non-medical Home Care  •  Dememtia/Aizheimer’s Care  •  24-hour care/ hourly/Live-in

Medication Reminders  •  Meal preparation/ light housekeeping 
Transportation/ Doctor’s visit/ Mobility Assistance • Companionship • Shopping and errands

License/insured/bonded
Call 267-969-8312 for more information

www.golden-harmony.com

HOME SERVICES

PENN VALLEY “OAK HILL”
Call directly for updates on sales and rentals. 

 OAK HILL TERRACES OAK HILL TOWER
OAK HILL ESTATES

TERRACES: NEW LISTING
Just renovated, all new, spacious 1 bed-
room/1  bath, convenient 1st floor location 
near entrance,  new open kitchen, new 
appliances (refrigerator, oven, microwave), 
breakfast bar, custom  lighting, custom 
closets, washer/dryer in unit, heat included, 
electric on budget plan. Outdoor electric grills 
allowed. Convenient 1st floor near entrance, 
pool, gym tennis & parking. on patio, no pets. 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!  $1,795.00

OAK HILL ESTATES: 
RARELY AVAILABLE!!!

New Listing: walk-up, sunny, top floor town-
house flat, 1 bedroom, 1.5 bath renovated 
modern townhome, open kitchen w/new 
granite countertops, custom lighting, lots 
of closet space, washer/dryer, ceiling fans, 
wood burning fireplace, sunny balcony. New 
heating & a/c, parking near your front door. 
Electric grill allowed on balcony. Pool, gym, 
tennis courts, pickle ball, picnic & BBQ area, 
health club included. Small pets allowed  
Asking Price: $259,900!

TOWER AT OAK HILL: 
Under Renovation

Special 1 bedroom/1 bath, new kitchen, new 
bathroom, new floors.  Included: heating, 
air conditioning, pool, gym, storage, 24 hour 
doorman, parking, laundry room on site. No 
pets. Great View! 

OAK HILL ESTATES: 
Under Renovation

Spacious, 2 bedroom/2bath modern, open 
kitchen w/ breakfast bar, open to dining room 
& living room, custom lighting, wood burning 
fireplace, heat included, separate heating 
& a/c thermostats, washer/dryer. Middle 
Level w/covered balcony facing woods. 
Electric grills allowed on patio.  Pool, gym, 
tennis courts, pickle ball, picnic & BBQ area, 
health club included. No pets. Available 
November 1st - $2,300.00

Realtor®  Emeritus.
5 Star winner, Philly Mag
Google Harvey Sklaro�

oakhillcondominiums.com
HBSHOME@AOL.COM
O­ce: 610-667-9999
Direct: 610-660-9999

Cell/Text: 610-613-7606 PA
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Wishing you a Happy & 
Healthy New Year! 

FALL SEASON IS HERE! 
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CEMETERY LOTS  
FOR SALE

Burial plot for sale in 
Montefiore Cemetery, 600 
Church Road, Jenkintown, 
Pa, 19046. Grave Number 
4, Lot 52, situated in Block 
23. Price is $4000, which 
includes plot and perpetual 
care. Contact Marsha Boegly 
at marshabgl6@gmail.com.

HAR JEHUDA CEMETERY
2 Plots, Graves 16 & 17, 
Sec. Garden of Memories, 
next to walkway and bench. 
Originally $2950 per plot, 
asking $3650 for both, in-
cluding transfer fees. 

610-547-1837

Montefiore Cemetery 
Single plot for sale.   

Pretty location under a tree. 
Willing to negotiate  
a reasonable price. 

Call and leave message: 
610-668-8238  

Roosevelt  Memorial Park
 2 plots available,  

Section B-6
Lot 401, Graves 3 and 4

$5800, For Immediate Sale
Contact  

bonniemike@gmail.com

SHALOM MEMORIAL PARK 
FOR SALE GREAT  

LOCATION IN GABRIEL 
SECTION 

TWO LOTS 
ALL SERVICES AND FEES 

INCLUDING  
TRANSFER FEE 

BRONZE PLACQUE  
WITH ENGRAVING 

GRANITE BASE 
OVER TIME FOR  

WEEKEND 
PERPETUAL CARE 
CALL 480-622-0596 

OR EMAIL  
SIDBE@AOL.COM

MEMORIALS

KLEVAN
Bernard Klevan 

January 28th 1933 -  
September 30th 2007 

Remembering a loving and 
adored Father, Father-in-law 

and Pop Pop on his  
15th Yahrzeit. 

Remembering you is easy,
We do it everyday . 
Learning how to live  

without you,
the heartache will never  

go away. 
Always on our mind and 

forever in our hearts. 
Love Lisa, Howard, Nolan 

and Ilana Soffer 

BURIAL PLOTS

Montefoire Cemetery. 2 Nich-
es (eye level) in the Sarah 
Mausoleum. Includes grave-

side services, grave opening 
& engraving. $6,000 obo. 
sueann360@verizon.net
215-292-7205 

Roosevelt Cemetery. 2 plots 
for sale. 2 installs, 2 lines, 
2 openings, and closings. 1 
bronze marker. Was $10,000 
asking $6,000. 215-464-3979

FOR RENT

North Palm Beach FL. 1 bed 
1 bath condo. 267-229-7651

HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
WANTED

DOWNSIZING
OR CLEANING 

OUT?
1 man’s trash/
another man’s 

treasure
Call Joel  

215-947-2817
CASH IN YOUR 
CLOSET INC.
Licensed and 

Bonded
ESTATE SALES

MISCELLANEOUS

Miscellaneous:
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution.  
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-670-0236 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/pasn

Miscellaneous:
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & en-
tertainment anywhere. First 
3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Some re-
strictions apply. Call 1-855-
806-2315

Miscellaneous:
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-335-6094

Miscellaneous:
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-

chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-569-
3087

Miscellaneous:
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote – 
Call now before the next 
power outage:
1-888-605-4028

Miscellaneous:
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-833-
437-1428

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-290-9042

WESTERN REGION ONLY:
Wanted to Lease
+/- 30 acres for solar farm
$50,000+ /yr
Call to qualify
(814) 941-8798

TUTORING

EDUCATION PLUS
Private tutoring, all subjects,

elemen.-college,  
SAT/ACT prep.
7 days/week.

Expd. & motivated  
instructors.

(215)576-1096
www.educationplusinc.com

Legals

Notice is hereby given that 
Wanamaker Office Tenant, Inc., a 
foreign corporation formed under 
the laws of the State of Delaware 
and its principal office is located at 
Cira Centre, 2929 Arch St, Fl. 28, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104,  has regis-
tered to do business in Pennsylvania 
with the Department of State of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, at 
Harrisburg, PA, on 9/15/22, under 
the provisions of  Chapter 4 of the 
Association Transactions Act. The 
registered office in Pennsylvania 
shall be deemed for venue and offi-
cial publication purposes to be locat-
ed in Philadelphia County.

ESTATE OF BERNARD BEEGAL 
aka BUDDY BEEGAL 
Beegal, Bernard aka Beegal, Buddy 
late of Philadelphia, PA.  Sheryl 
Beegal, 72105 Delaire Landing Rd., 
Philadelphia, PA 19114, Executrix. 
Mark Feinman, Esquire
8171 Castor Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19152

ESTATE OF CLARENCE THOMAS, 
JR., DECEASED. 
Late of Philadelphia County, PA
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION 
on the above Estate have been 
granted to the undersigned, who 
request all persons having claims 
or demands against the estate of 
the decedent to make known the 
same and all persons indebted to 
the decedent to make payment with-
out delay to MAXWELL THOMAS, 
ADMINISTRATOR, c/o Nicole B. 
LaBletta, Esq., 200 Barr Harbor Dr., 
Ste. 400, Conshohocken, PA 19428,
Or to his Attorney:
NICOLE B. LABLETTA
LABLETTA & WALTERS LLC
200 Barr Harbor Dr., Ste. 400
Conshohocken, PA 19428

ESTATE OF ELSIE M. JOYNER, 
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County, PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted to 
the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay to 
KENNETH JOYNER, EXECUTOR, 
c/o Charles A. Jones, Jr., Esq., P.O. 
Box 922, Glenside, PA 19038,
Or to his Attorney:
CHARLES A. JONES, JR.
P.O. Box 922
Glenside, PA 19038

ESTATE OF HENRY R. 
PRZYBYSZEWSKI, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County, PA
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on 
the above Estate have been granted 
to the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay 
to DANIEL PRZYBYSZEWSKI, 
ADMINISTRATOR, c/o Daniella A. 
Horn, Esq., 2202 Delancey Place, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103,
Or to his Attorney:
DANIELLA A. HORN
KLENK LAW, LLC
2202 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF IRENE MEREDITH, 
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted 
to the undersigned, who request 
all persons having claims or de-
mands against the estate of the 
decedent to make known the same 
and all persons indebted to the 
decedent to make payment without 
delay to JOSEPH W. CHAFFIN, 
JR., EXECUTOR, 214 Hillside Ln., 
Ellenville, NY 12428,
Or to his Attorney:
HENRY A. JEFFERSON
JEFFERSON LAW, LLC
1700 Market St., Ste. 1005
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF JOHN A. JANKOWSKI, 
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County
LETTERS of ADMINISRTATION 
on the above Estate have been 
granted to the undersigned, who 
request all persons having claims 
or demands against the estate of 
the decedent to make known the 
same and all persons indebted to 
the decedent to make payment with-
out delay to JOHN F. JANKOWSKI, 
ADMINISTRATOR, c/o Daniella A. 
Horn, Esq., 2202 Delancey Place, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103,
Or to his Attorney:
DANIELLA A. HORN
KLENK LAW, LLC
2202 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF JOHN R. PECORAIO, 
JR., DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County

LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION 
on the above Estate have been 
granted to the undersigned, who 
request all persons having claims or 
demands against the estate of the 
decedent to make known the same 
and all persons indebted to the 
decedent to make payment without 
delay to HOWARD M. SOLOMAN, 
ADMINISTRATOR, 1760 Market St., 
Ste. 404, Philadelphia, PA 19103,
Or to his Attorney:
HOWARD M. SOLOMAN
1760 Market St., Ste. 404
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF JOHNNIE L. WILLIAMS 
aka JOHNNIE LEE WILLIAMS 
Williams, Johnnie L. aka Williams, 
Johnnie Lee late of Philadelphia, PA.  
Susan White, c/o Hope Bosniak, 
Esq., Dessen Moses & Rossitto, 
600 Easton Rd., Willow Grove, PA 
19090, Executrix. 
Dessen, Moses & Rossitto 
600 Easton Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 19090

ESTATE OF JOSEPH PAUL 
MURRI, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County, PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted 
to the undersigned, who request 
all persons having claims or de-
mands against the estate of the 
decedent to make known the same 
and all persons indebted to the 
decedent to make payment without 
delay to MICHAEL JANISZEWSKI, 
EXECUTOR, 4020 Penn Rd., 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462,
Or to his Attorney:
MARYBETH O. LAURIA
LAURIA LAW LLC
3031 Walton Rd. Ste. A320
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

ESTATE OF JUDITH M. ROBERTS 
Roberts, Judith M. late of 
Philadelphia, PA.  Leigh S. Roberts, 
c/o Hope Bosniak, Esq., Dessen, 
Moses & Rossitto, 600 Easton Rd., 
Willow Grove, PA 19090, Executrix. 
Dessen, Moses & Rossitto
600 Easton Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 19090

ESTATE OF KARIN B. TAKIFF 
a/k/a KARIN TAKIFF, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County, PA. 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted to 
the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay to 
LISA M. NENTWIG, EXECUTRIX, 
1500 Market St., Ste. 3500E, Phila., 
PA 19102,
Or to her Attorney:
ISABELA ALVAREZ
DILWORTH PAXSON LLP
1500 Market St., Ste. 3500E
Phila., PA 19102

ESTATE OF LEO T. SELMER, 
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted to 
the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay 
to MICHAEL THOMAS BUCIA, 
EXECUTOR, c/o Harry Metka, 
Esq., 4802 Neshaminy Blvd., Ste. 9, 
Bensalem, PA 19020,
Or to his Attorney:
Harry Metka
4802 Neshaminy Blvd., Ste. 9
Bensalem, PA 19020

ESTATE OF LINDA CONNERTON 
Connerton, Linda late of 
Philadelphia, PA.  Michael Weiss, 
c/o Alfred Rauch, III, Esq., Black & 
Gerngross, P.C., 1617 JFK Blvd., 
Suite 1575, Philadelphia, PA 19103, 

Executor. 
Black & Gerngross, P.C. 
1617 JFK Blvd. 
Suite 1575
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF MICHAEL PATRICK 
KEENAN, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County, PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted to 
the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay to 
JAMES K. KEENAN, EXECUTOR, 
1957 Kentwood St. Philadelphia, PA 
19116,
Or to his Attorney:
MARYBETH O. LAURIA
LAURIA LAW LLC
3031 Walton Rd. Ste. A320

ESTATE OF MURRAY DOUGLAS 
MACKENZIE DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
above Estate have been granted to 
the undersigned, who request all 
persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent 
to make known the same and all 
persons indebted to the decedent 
to make payment without delay to 
JOSEPH T. PACE, EXECUTOR, 
c/o Thomas J. Mettee, Esq., 8515 
Frankford Ave., Philadelphia, PA 
19136,
Or to his Attorney:
THOMAS J. METTEE
THOMAS J. METTEE, P.C.
8515 Frankford Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19136

ESTATE OF ROBERTA E. GREEN 
Green, Roberta E. late of 
Philadelphia, PA.  Richard J. Dellum, 
c/o Hope Bosniak, Esq., Dessen 
Moses & Rossitto, 600 Easton Rd., 
Willow Grove, PA 19090, Executor. 
Dessen, Moses & Rossitto
600 Easton Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 19090

ESTATE OF TAE HOON KIM, 
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia County 
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION 
on the above Estate have been 
granted to the undersigned, who 
request all persons having claims 
or demands against the estate of 
the decedent to make known the 
same and all persons indebted to 
the decedent to make payment 
without delay to DEBORAH KIM, 
ADMINISTRATRIX, c/o Daniella A. 
Horn, Esq., 2202 Delancey Place, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103, 
Or to her Attorney:
DANIELLA A. HORN
KLENK LAW, LLC
2202 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF WALTER DASKALUK 
Daskaluk, Walter late of 
Philadelphia, PA.  Robin Siegfried, 
36 Legacy Oaks Dr., Richboro, PA 
18954, Executrix. 
Mark Feinman, Esquire
8171 Castor Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19152
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215-901-6521 • 561-631-1701
 • 

Are you unhappy in your marriage and thinking about Divorce?
Divorce with Dignity is here to guide you through the process and show you  

alternative ways to achieve a divorce that is safe, a�ordable and fair.  
There are no retainers, hidden costs, etc. For a consultation, call or email Today!

Phone: 267-223-4090  Email: robr@dwdignity.com
Website: Phila.dwdignity.com

www.jewishexponent.com

evan@segalfinancial.com
www.segalfinancial.com

See recent success stories on our
Facebook page

BANK LET YOU DOWN?
Call us to understand your  
current financing options.  
• Free Consultation and  
A�ordable Fee Structure

• Reliable Advice from  
Experienced Lenders

• Friendly, Caring, and Local
DON’T GO AT IT ALONE!  

COMMERCIAL 
LOANS

 

For a better experience in getting a 
loan call Evan Segal at 215-704-2080. 

The best time to call is BEFORE you 
speak to your bank about a new loan.

Jewish ExponentPHILADELPHIA

Never miss the 
Jewish Exponent!

Mail to: Mid-Atlantic Media | Philadelphia Jewish Exponent | 9200 Rumsey Rd., Ste. 215 | Columbia, MD 21045

Complete the form and mail or call 215.832.0700, ext. 1

Address      

      

City   State Zip  

Phone      

Email     

Continue my subscription 
for the Jewish Exponent.

* Signature and date required to be valid by the US Postal Service. Restrictions apply.

Name (Please print)   

Signature  Date

Never miss the Never miss the 

Confirm your mailing address for 
our weekly edition and online content!

Jewish Exponent

Jewish Exponent!Jewish Exponent!
215.832.0700, ext. 1

MAY THE NEW YEAR
BE EVER JOYOUS

FOR YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY

THE KRIMSTOCK FAMILY: 
GAIL, GARY, 

ANDREW, JEFFREY, 
TAMMY & ISABELLA 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Tova
Tikatevu
Paul & Delaney Neuwirth

L’Shana
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From Our Family
to your family

We Wish You
  “A Zi�en Pesach”!

We at Roosevelt and Shalom Memorial Parks are honored 
to care for your family from generation to generation.

*Limited time discounts valid only for select cemetery property, expires April 30, 2022.  
Discounts apply to new pre-need purchases only. Terms and conditions apply.  See an associate for details.

SAVE UP TO 18%* ON CEMETERY PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
Zero Interest for 60 months available now.

FOREST HILLS/SHALOM
Memorial Park

Samuel Domsky
General Manager

HUNTINGDON VALLEY

215-673-5800

Honoring your past while protecting your future TODAY!
ROOSEVELT
Memorial Park

Leah Feldman
General Manager

TREVOSE

215-673-7500

As the generations of your family gathers around the Seder table to celebrate 
Pesach and to ask the four questions, we have 4 other questions to ask you.
• Why leave important decisions to others when you are able to choose together?

• Why leave the financial burden to the next generation?

• Why not encourage the next generation to stay together?

• When will you make an appointment to visit Roosevelt or Shalom 
for a personal planning guide and a park tour?

From Our Family
to Your Family

From Our Family
to Your Family

L’shana Tovah! 
“May you be inscribed in 
e b	k of life”

As the generations of your family gather to observe and celebrate the High Holy Days, 
it is an important time to reflect on the events of this past year and consider what the 
future may bring. What questions should you be asking?

• Why leave important decisions to others when you are able to choose together?
• Why leave the financial burden to the next generation?
• Why not encourage the next generation to stay together?
• When will you make an appointment to visit Roosevelt or Shalom

for a personal planning guide and a park tour?

We at Roosevelt and Shalom Memorial Parks are honored 
to care for your family from generation to generation.

*Limited time discounts valid only for select cemetery property, expires September 30, 2022.  
Discounts apply to new pre-need purchases only. Terms and conditions apply.  See an associate for details.

Zero Interest for 60 months available now.




