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The 41st annual Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival 
begins on Nov. 7.
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Jewish Schools Become 
Communities Again
JARRAD SAFFREN | JE STAFF 

FOR LOCAL JEWISH SCHOOLS, 
pandemic-era restrictions like masks and 
physical distancing are part of the daily 
routine at this point.

But despite those inhibitors to human 
connection, students are connecting again 
in their schools, just like they did before 

March 2020. 
� at’s because, with most teachers and 

eligible students vaccinated, administra-
tors have brought back the full lineup of 
clubs, sports and other activities. 

In 2021-’22, schools are communities 
again. 

“� ere’s a buzz that we didn’t have 
last year,” said Rabbi Ira Budow, the 

See Rituals, Page 10

Rituals Remain 
Despite COVID 
Death Surge
SASHA ROGELBERG | JE STAFF

JOSEPH LEVINE & SONS Memorial 
Chapel in Trevose buried many more 
people this past year than previously. And 
Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s Raphael-Sacks 
funeral home had its busiest 12-month 
period ever from March 2020-’21.

But despite working earlier days and 
later nights and holding more funerals, 
Adam Levine, a partner at Joseph Levine 
& Sons and supervisor at Haym Salomon 
Memorial Park in Malvern, hasn’t wavered.

“COVID got tiring, got upsetting, got 
personal. It was not easy for everyone to 
make it through COVID,” Levine said. 
“But we put a lot of ourselves into taking 
care of our families, and we only put more 
into it during the height of COVID.”

� ough the pandemic has resulted in 
changes to the logistics of Jewish rituals 
surrounding death, the job of Jewish spiri-
tual leaders and funeral homes hasn’t 
changed, as they work to provide dignity 
for the dead and comfort to their loved ones 
in a time of profound and widespread grief.

“Our main goal is to help these families 
who have lost their loved ones, try to help 
them through this whole process and give 
them the type of funeral service that 

See Schools, Page 11

 Abrams Hebrew Academy students are playing sports again in 2021-’22. 
Courtesy of the Abrams Hebrew Academy
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Miriam’s Advice Well
SUBMIT A QUESTION
Our resident advice giver is seeking 
questions from our readers. Are you 
perplexed about Jewish traditions? 
Unsure of pandemic-era protocol? 
Confused about child care and its related 
issues? Concerned about changes in your 
life? From dating to parenting, Miriam 
welcomes all questions. Email yours to news@jewishexponent.com and 
put “Advice Well Question” in the subject line.
jewishexponent.com/category/community/miriams-advice-well/

JEWISHEXPONENT.COM

Philacatessen
CORN TORTILLA OMELET WITH SALSA
Food columnist Keri White cooked up an omelet that she 
described as sort of a reverse shakshuka. In this omelet, the eggs 
are on the bottom and a spicy tomato mixture is on top, with corn 
tortillas integrated into the recipe. Visit the Jewish Exponent 
online to read White’s Philacatessen blog and get the recipe. And 
check Philacatessen regularly for content not normally found in 
the printed edition, such as other recipes, restaurant reviews and 
food news from around the Delaware Valley.
jewishexponent.com/2021/11/01/corn-tortilla-omelet-with-
salsa/

Leasing Gallery Open: 251 Rock Hill Road, Bala Cynwyd

610-595-4647  |  residencebalacynwyd.com

An LCB Senior Living Community: Over 25 Years of Excellence

Select apartments available. Ask about our exclusive Charter Club rates.

Residents work with our Engagement Director 
to craft programming that celebrates lifelong 

learning, arts and culture, holistic wellness and fun

…it’s Senior Living your way!

Lifestyle
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Fears of Antisemitism Change Jewish Behavior

SASHA ROGELBERG | JE STAFF

ANTISEMITISM CONTINUES
to impact many American Jews, 
according to the American 
Jewish Committee’s “State 
of Antisemitism in America 
Report” released on Oct. 25.

In its third annual and largest 
antisemitism report, AJC found 
that 39% of American Jews have 
changed their behavior at some 
point due to fears of antisem-
itism; 25% concealed their 
Jewish identity online; 22% 
stopped wearing anything that 
would identify them as Jewish; 
and 17% avoided attending 
events or visiting certain areas 
that would make them feel 
endangered as Jews.

“In some ways, it’s very 
grim,” said Marcia Bronstein, 
the AJC Philadelphia/Southern 
New Jersey regional director.

Bronstein attributed the 
persistent antisemitism and 
consequent fear of antisemi-
tism to the recent �are-up of 
Israel-Hamas violence and 
ignorance around comparing 
events to the Holocaust, such as 
the use of yellow Star of David 
patches as a symbol against 
COVID vaccine mandates.

“We see, a lot of times, 
the use of Nazi imagery that 
emboldens antisemitism,” 
Bronstein said. “If someone 
says a policy is like a Nazi 
policy and is talking about a 
public health issue and relating 
it to a mass genocide — it’s just 
unacceptable, yet we’ve seen it 
happen over and over.”

Elana Burack, who lives in 
University City, is one of the 
four in 10 American Jews who 
has changed behavior for fear of 
becoming a target of antisemi-
tism. She stopped wearing her 
Hamsa necklace from Israel 
a�er hearing about a few men 
approaching an Orthodox 
Jewish woman in Philadelphia. 

Though the men were 
actually three Jewish men 
going to wish the woman a 
Shabbat shalom, Burack saw 
posts on social media saying 
that these men were not Jewish, 
had knives and were planning 
to attack the woman.

“It scared me enough to 
make me think twice about 
wearing something that would 
be an obvious sign of my 
Judaism,” Burack said.

Antisemitism fears are far 
more sinister than just hiding 
an article of clothing, Bronstein 
argued.

“It constrains who we are 
and what we do,” Bronstein 
said.

�e pervasive role of fear 
in Jewish life can be seen in 
the increased security of 
synagogues a�er the Pittsburgh 
Tree of Life shooting, she said.

According to the AJC survey, 
the Northeast region of the U.S. 
seems to be home to as much 
antisemitism as other parts of 
the nation. Forty-one percent 
of national survey respondents 
reported witnessing antisem-
itism, online or in-person, 
over the past month; 46% of 
Northeastern respondents 
reported the same.

However, results may di�er 
in Philadelphia, and numbers 
for speci�c cities were not 
available.

�ough Burack thought of 
a handful of friends in other 
parts of the country who were 
concerned about attending 
synagogue for fear of antisem-
itism, none of her other Jewish 
friends in Philadelphia have 
changed their behaviors like 
she has.

Bronstein attributed poten-
tial regional di�erences in 
part to the area’s larger Jewish 
population.  While 64% of 
the national sample of the 

AJC study reported person-
ally knowing a Jewish person, 
75% of the Northeast sample 
reported “Yes” to the same 
statement.

Antisemitism may be a 
result of ignorance about 
Jewish people, Bronstein said. 
If one knows more about 
Judaism, they may be less likely 
to hold antisemitic biases.

To address antisemitism, 
Bronstein believes addressing 
ignorance is key. �e AJC has 
spoken with Facebook and 
Twitter executives to ensure 
antisemitic posts aren’t spread 
by the social media sites’ 
algorithms. �ey are working 
with corporations to ensure 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
initiatives include Jews and, 
especially, Jews of color.

Bronstein said groups such 
as the Circle of Friends, the 
Philadelphia chapter for the 
Muslim-Jewish Advisory 
Council, are key in creating 
solidarity movements to 
mitigate antisemitism.

Circle of Friends co-chair 
Mohamed Bakry noticed 
that increases in antisemi-
tism correlate with jumps in 
Islamophobia and racism.

“�at’s why I think allyship 
is signi�cantly more important 

nowadays than ever before, 
because one group alone can’t 
combat all of the hate that’s 
coming our way,” Bakry said.

Mike Fabius, the chapter’s 
other co-chair, argued that 
his involvement with Circle 
of Friends and his friendship 
with Bakry has made him 
better equipped to address 
Islamophobia when he encoun-
ters it in conversations with 
“well-intentioned” individuals 
who are prejudiced or ignorant.

“We’re never going to eradi-
cate hate and ignorance, but 
if we can go back to margin-
alizing it, that would be good 
progress,” Fabius said.

With e�orts on the horizon 
to address antisemitism, 
Bronstein was heartened by 
the overall survey results about 
support for Israel and increased 
awareness of antisemitism.

Eighty-five percent of 
respondents felt that the state-
ment, “Israel has no right to 
exist,” was antisemitic; 73% felt 
the statement, “American Jews 
are loyal to Israel and disloyal 
to America” was antisemitic; 
and 82% felt the statement, 
“The Holocaust has been 
exaggerated” was antisemitic. l

srogelberg@jewishexponent.com; 
215-832-0741
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Stay in your home  •  Let’s work together  •  Become part of our family! 

Inspired Hearts Home Care Services
Contact Lisette Santiago @ 267-734-9064

lsantiago@inspiredheartshcs.com
Visit our website @ inspiredheartshcs.com

Don’t Schlep It, Ship It! Free Pick Up Available!

No matter whether it’s golf clubs, good china, 
priceless art, oversized luggage –  

if you can point to it, we can ship it!

If it’s valuable to you, it’s valuable to us. The 
US Mailroom picks up, packs, and ships items 
of all shapes and sizes, getting your packages 
from where they are to where they need to be. 
We cater especially to “snowbirds” as the cold 

weather approaches.

Call us today at 610-668-4182  
or visit our store in Bala Cynwyd, PA.

For more information,  
email info@usmailroom.com  

or go to www.usmailroom.com

Est.1988

 AJC and Circle of Friends 
leaders at a past advocacy trip 
to Harrisburg. From left: Marcia 
Bronstein, AJC Philadelphia/
SNJ regional director; Mohamed 
Bakry, co-chair, Circle of Friends/
Philadelphia Muslim-Jewish 
Advisory Council; Majid Alsayegh, 
Circle of Friends member and 
MJAC member; Michael Fabius, co-
chair, Circle of Friends/MJAC; and 
Hilary Levine, AJC Philadelphia/
SNJ associate director 
 Courtesy of Hilary Levine
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How Bad is Local Campus Antisemitism?

JARRAD SAFFREN | JE STAFF 

THE ANTI-DEFAMATION 
League and Hillel International 
released a report on Oct. 26 
that said one in three Jewish 
college students experienced 
antisemitism in the past year.

According to those organi-
zations, most students who 
experienced antisemitism 
didn’t report it. Signi�cant 
percentages (38 and 15) also 
mentioned feeling uncomfort-
able stating their Jewish pride 
and revealing their Jewish 
background. 

While the �ndings were 
eye-opening, they only came 
from 756 “self-identi�ed Jewish 
undergraduate students” 
across the United States. Local 
Hillel leaders say the survey is 
not representative of their own 
campuses.

“I’d be shocked if you found 
one in three Temple students 
who have experienced antisem-
itism in-person on campus,” 
said Daniel Levitt, the execu-
tive director of Hillel at Temple 
University.

Jeremy Winaker is the 
executive director of the 
Greater Philly Hillel Network, 
which welcomes students from 
West Chester University, Bryn 
Mawr College and Haverford 
College, as well as area graduate 
students. 

And he backed up Levitt’s 
claim.

“Things are quiet on 
campus,” Winaker said. “My 
impression is that even the 
�are-up with Gaza this past 
May was not a factor.”

Winaker was referring to 
the latest Israeli-Palestinian 
con�ict over contested terri-
tory. And while that dispute 
may not have led to campus 
incidents, it did lead to social 
media posting from young 
people.

�at, according to Winaker, 
was how a lot of the students 

in his network experienced 
antisemitism this year. Jewish 
students would see antisemitic 
posts and comments and the 
support that they o�en received. 

Levitt said it would 
frequently take the form of peers 
of Jewish students reposting 
antisemitic statements. 

“It’s a social media phenom-
enon more than anything 
else,” he said. “It gives them 
anxiety about people they see 
on campus.”

One local student, Abby 
Sullivan, a Temple senior and 
the former president of the 
school’s Hillel chapter, sees 
these posts regularly. A�er 
the May Israeli-Palestinian 
conf lict, she opened the 
Instagram story of a college 
acquaintance.

Sullivan saw what she 
described as “incredibly o�en-
sive” to the Jewish community. 
So, she reached out to the girl 
and told her she wanted to have 
a conversation.

“‘�ere’s a way to discuss 
this without being offen-
sive,’” Sullivan recalled of her 
message.

�e girl blocked Sullivan on 
Instagram. 

Later, people sent Sullivan 
another story that the girl posted 
that was anti-Jewish in nature. 
�e senior again reached out to 
her acquaintance. 

“I said, ‘�is is not the way,’” 
Sullivan remembered. “‘Just 
because people can’t see it 
doesn’t mean you aren’t doing 
something wrong.’”

She said the passive-aggres-
sive social media culture is 
present on campus, too. 

Temple is the largest univer-
sity in one of the world’s 
biggest Jewish regions — the 
Greater Philadelphia area. 
Despite that, in her almost four 
years at Temple, Sullivan has 
heard antisemitic comments 
worthy of some town in which 
residents have never met a Jew. 

“‘I’ve never met a Jew before, 
this is crazy, you’re so rare,’” 
Sullivan said of one remark 
she’s heard. 

Other Temple students 
have expressed surprise a�er 
learning that her family doesn’t 
own a bank. �ey assumed 
that she supported former 
President Donald Trump due 
to his pro-Israel stance, that 
she hated all Palestinians and 
that she wanted to control the 
Middle East.

Earlier this school year, 
Sullivan’s roommate told a 
classmate that she was Jewish. 
The person responded by 
saying, “OK, I got to go call 
Hitler and the Nazis.” 

“I know when I feel uncom-
fortable and when it feels like 
antisemitism,” Sullivan said. 

At the same time, she agreed 
with Levitt and Winaker. 
Very rarely, if ever, does this 
antisemitism rise to the level of 
a reportable incident. 

�e senior also defended 
her fellow students. Most 
just haven’t met or spoken to 
enough Jews, Sullivan said. 
And despite seeing Jews as 
caricatures, they aren’t white 
supremacists; they don’t 
possess some doctrinal belief 
in antisemitism. 

�erefore, Sullivan said, 
they are reachable. And so, 
she tries to reach them by 
explaining things like Jewish 
holidays or that not all Jews 
are rich. 

“Nine times out of 10 I’ll 
get, ‘I’m so sorry,’” she said. 
“‘Please teach me more.’”

Winaker believes that Jews 
and Jewish organizations need 

to follow Sullivan’s lead, but 
on social media. �e Jewish 
community has to counter 
antisemitic grandstanders with 
positive, pro-Jewish, pro-Zi-
onist messages.

On Oct. 27, the three-year 
anniversary of the Tree of Life 
synagogue complex shooting 
in Pittsburgh, there was a 
steady �ow of tweets remem-
bering the victims. One even 
came from President Joe Biden, 
who is not Jewish.

Winaker saw this as an 
example of what Jews need to 
start doing. 

“We can best serve students 
by having deep conversations 
in person and o�ering positive 
images of Judaism and Israel in 
social media,” he said. l

jsa�ren@jewishexponent.com; 
215-832-0740
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THINKING ABOUT –

S3Living
or Life Plan Community (CRRC).

S3Living represents YOU, not the communities. We will 
recommend the best solution to meet your individual needs.

Call the DelawareValley’s leading expert on 
Independent Senior Living

David Reibstein, President
215-259-5225 (o)   215-870-7362 (c) 

Call today for a free consultation

THINK ABOUT –
S3Living  Strategic Senior Solutions

Moving?
Moving to Independent 
Senior Living?
Selling your home?

S3Living.com

 Temple students enjoy a Hillel picnic.  Photo by Lauren Marks
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Visitors to Tree of Life Building Mark Oct. 27

ADAM REINHERZ | JE FEATURE

D’RAE WISE STOOD outside 
the Tree of Life building in 
Pittsburgh for 11 minutes on 
Oct. 27. He did the same thing 
last year, and the year before.

Wise, a Shadyside resident 
who didn’t know any of the 11 
Jews murdered on Oct. 27, 2018, 
said returning to the corner 
of Shady and Wilkins avenues 
is a chance to remember life’s 
fragility and the responsibili-
ties we share.

“Your life can be taken, any 
day at any point,” Wise said. 
“Life is short and we have to 
grow like a tree and just be 
good people.”

Traveling to the building 
and standing silently outside 
for 11 minutes isn’t particularly 
remarkable, he said.

He wishes more people 
did so.

“Everyone in the commu-
nity, whether I know them or 
not, matters,” Wise said. “We’re 
a big part of making our city 
and our community strong.”

Since 2019, Madeline Ellgass 
has traveled on Oct. 27 from her 
Mt. Washington home to the 
corner of Shady and Wilkins to 

deposit �owers. �is year, she 
le� a bouquet of orange roses 
near Tree of Life’s temporary 
fence. She was hoping to bring 
yellow �owers, she said, because 
yellow is a “bright, upli�ing 
color,” but orange was the best 
she could do.

But Ellgass — whose middle 
name is Rose — knows the 
�owers’ hue and species don’t 
matter.

Bringing �owers is “just 
something small for me to feel 
like I can acknowledge what 
happened here,” she said. “I 

think it brings me some peace 
in knowing that, as a commu-
nity, a lot of people come 
together today.”

�roughout Oct. 27, individ-
uals and groups arrived at the 
Tree of Life building. Before 
9 a.m., mental health profes-
sionals set up a tent south of 
the building, where until 3 p.m. 
representatives of Jewish Family 
and Community Services, 
Center for Victims and the 10.27 
Healing Partnership greeted 
visitors and o�ered space for 
listening and healing.

At 9:54 a.m. — a time when 
Mayor William Peduto asked 
the city to “hold a moment 
of silence and re�ection” — 
members of the Mallinger 
family quietly stood near the 
Tree of Life building. �eir 
matriarch, Rose Mallinger, 
was one of the 11 people 
murdered during the attack. 
Her daughter, Andrea Wedner, 
was shot and seriously injured.

About 40 minutes later, more 
than 30 students from Yeshiva 
Schools of Pittsburgh arrived 
with cards, �owers and other 
materials in tow. �e high 
schoolers asked passersby to 
“�nd the kind” and perform 
good deeds in memory of 
Joyce Fienberg, Richard 
Gottfried, Rose Mallinger, Jerry 
Rabinowitz, Cecil Rosenthal, 

David Rosenthal, Bernice Simon, 
Sylvan Simon, Daniel Stein, 
Melvin Wax and Irving Younger.

Bayla Fishman, a Yeshiva 
Schools graduate and 
programming manager at 
the school, said the students’ 
response to the murder of 11 
Jews is driven by a teaching 
of the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, who believed that 
“in order to dispel darkness we 
have to bring kindness.”

Along with encouraging 
fellow visitors to appreciate 
and acknowledge the good 
in others, and to volunteer at 
nonpro�ts, Fishman and the 
Yeshiva students handed out 
Shabbat candles.

Lighting the wicks each 
Friday night is an easy way 
to eliminate darkness, the 
students said.

Around 10:45 a.m., Delilah 
Hollander arrived with nearly 
20 classmates and administra-
tors from Chatham University.

Hollander, a Chatham 
University freshman and a 
member of Congregation Dor 
Hadash — one of the three 
congregations attacked — said 
she was in Israel last year on 
Oct. 27, and instead of feeling 
“alone” again, she wanted 
to assemble a group, on site, 
focused on remembering the 

lives that were lost.
Hollander brie�y recounted 

her memories of each person 
killed — anecdotes that trans-
pired during services, in the 
hallways or at kiddush on 
Saturday mornings.

“I don’t pretend to speak 
for any other person from Dor 
Hadash, or our sister congre-
gations, Tree of Life and New 
Light, but I know that I will 
never forget the lives these people 
lived. I will never stop honoring 
their lives, and I implore each 
and every single one of you to 
remember them. But more than 
that, remember your life, your 
community, the people around 
you and the world we live in as a 
thing to be celebrated.”

Hundreds of people stopped 

NATIONAL

See Tree, Page 20

 Chatham University President 
David Finegold and Delilah 
Hollander, a Chatham University 
student and Dor Hadash member.

 Israeli natives Efrat Schushein and Ruth Goren speak with Tree of 
Life’s Rabbi Je�rey Myers and Gesher HaChaim Jewish Burial Society’s 
Rabbi Elisar Admon  Photos by Adam Reinherz

 D’Rae Wise stood for 11 minutes 
outside the Tree of Life building on 
Oct. 27.
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Ben Waxman Announces State Rep Candidacy

JARRAD SAFFREN | JE STAFF 

BEN WAXMAN HAS lived in 
Center City for 10 years.

He has uno�cially repre-
sented his neighbors to 
local government as part of 
the Center City Residents’ 
Association. And he has 
advocated for his neighbors 
in various o�cial roles, too, 
including in communications 
positions with Pennsylvania 
Sen. Vincent Hughes and 
Philadelphia District Attorney 
Larry Krasner.

Now, though, the longtime 
activist doesn’t just want to 
represent his fellow residents. 

He wants to be their 
representative. 

On Nov. 3, Waxman 
announced his campaign for 
a seat in the state House of 
Representatives. 

�e Spring�eld Township 
High School (Montgomery 
County) graduate will �rst have 
to win the Democratic Primary 
in May. But if he does, he will 
run for the District 182 seat, 
which represents Center City, 
in the November 2022 election. 

Waxman calls himself a 
progressive and is committed 
to a social justice worldview. He 
led Krasner’s communications 
team from 2018-’19 because he 
wanted to help the DA work on 
sentencing reforms. 

But the Conservative Jew, 
who keeps kosher in the home 
and belongs to Temple Beth 
Zion-Beth Israel, is running 
because he wants to work on 
practical, everyday issues. 

Waxman said he wants to 
help the state end the pandemic 
and reinvigorate the economy. 
He views Republicans as a threat 
to that �rst initiative and hopes 
to defend a Democratic seat. 

Rep. Brian K. Sims represents 
the district but is not running 
for reelection.

“We’re in a crisis situa-
tion, especially when you have 

Republicans in Harrisburg 
who are resisting public health 
measures,” Waxman said.

Waxman, though, is 
announcing his campaign at a 
time when COVID case, hospi-
talization and death rates are 
declining. So if he wins, by the 
time he takes o�ce in 2023, 
he hopes to be focusing on the 
post-COVID recovery. 

As Waxman’s friend and 
neighbor Wade Albert put it, 
Center City is the “�nancial 
engine of Southeastern PA.” 
And right now, there are too 
many retail vacancies, Waxman 
said. 

“We’ve lost stores on almost 
every block,” he said. 

Waxman wants to use public 
investment to help the state 
economy recover. �at way, the 
local economy can rebound, 
too. 

He said, “�ere’s a vibrancy 
that only exists if there’s a lot 
of people here.” He envisions 
blocks full of shoppers and 
people going out to eat.

“What can we do so the 
economy recovers?” Waxman 

asked. “What can we do so 
Center City recovers?”

If elected, Waxman would 
represent an important district, 
but he would just be one vote in 
a 203-member body.

Yet he’s confident he 
can make an impact in 
the Democratic caucus. 
Republicans still have a house 
majority and General Assembly 
control in Pennsylvania. 
But House Democrats, led 
by Minority Leader Joanna 
McClinton, are increasingly 
progressive, Waxman said.

Waxman describes a House 
seat as the political position 
he’s most quali�ed to hold. 
He worked in the Senate for 
�ve years, focusing on the 
Appropriations Committee. So, 
he’s intimately familiar with 
how the government decides to 
spend its money. 

Albert said Waxman was 
an integral part of the budget 
process during his earlier years 
in Harrisburg as well. 

“�ere’s always a place for 
minority voices to be heard 
in connection to the budget 

process,” Albert said.
Right now, though, 

Waxman’s focus is not policy. 
It’s getting elected. 

He doesn’t know who he’s 
running against or if he has the 
support of the local Democratic 
Party. He does say that he has 
a signi�cant amount of grass-
roots support.

Waxman has already 
gotten donations from more 
than 130 people and he has a 
team of volunteers ready to go 
door-to-door. 

In a local, low-pro�le race, 

Waxman knows he needs an 
army on the ground. But his 
campaign plan is both digital 
and physical.

He wants to use Facebook, 
Twitter and his website to keep 
building a team of volunteers 
and donors. �en he plans on 
talking to as many Center City 
neighbors as he can.

“It’s local, so you can almost 
talk to everyone,” Waxman 
said. l

jsa�ren@jewishexponent.com; 
215-832-0740
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Dozens of Celebrities Sign Letter Denouncing 
Cultural Boycott of Israel
MORE THAN 200 celebrities signed an open letter 
opposing e�orts to boycott an LGBTQ �lm festival 
in Tel Aviv, JTA reported.

�e letter published Oct. 27 is a response to 
calls from activists with the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions movement to boycott the Tel Aviv 
International LGBTQ+ Film Festival, also called 
TLVFest.

�e letter was organized by Creative Community 
for Peace, an organization of entertainment industry 
professionals that works to counter cultural boycotts 
against Israel.

“In Israel, movies have the unique power to bring 
together Jews, Arabs, and people of all races, ethnic-
ities, and backgrounds in collaboration under a 
shared love of the arts, working together towards the 
common goal of telling their stories, and building 
bridges of compassion and understanding,” the letter 
reads.

Celebrities signing the letter included actors 
Mila Kunis, Billy Porter, Neil Patrick Harris, Helen 
Mirren, Jeremy Piven and Emmanuelle Chriqui, 
former NSYNC singer Lance Bass and KISS frontman 
Gene Simmons.

Comedian Mort Sahl Dies at 94
Jewish satirist Mort Sahl, who o�en was credited with 
making caustic political and social satire popular in 
stand-up comedy, died On Oct. 26, JTA reported. He 
was 94.

Sahl o�en walked onstage holding just a rolled-up 
newspaper, ri�ng on the headlines of the day in 
extended improvised monologues. He took aim at 
politicians at a time when comedians didn’t o�en do 
so and was known to end his sets with the line: “Are 
there any groups I haven’t o�ended?”

“�e Tonight Show” host Steve Allen once intro-
duced Sahl as “probably the only real political 
philosopher we have in modern comedy.”

�ough Sahl didn’t discuss his Jewishness in 
routines or o�en in public, he inspired fellow Jewish 
stand-ups including Woody Allen and Lenny Bruce.

Florida Prohibits New Investments in
Ben & Jerry’s Parent Company
Florida state entities may no longer invest in Unilever, 
Ben & Jerry’s parent company because the ice cream 
maker plans to stop selling its product in the West 
Bank, JTA reported.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis triggered in July a 
90-day review mandated by Florida law that requires 
divestment from companies boycotting Israel. Ben & 

Jerry’s says it is ending its sales only in the West Bank, 
but Florida law doesn’t distinguish between Israel and 
the West Bank.

Unilever has disavowed the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions movement, but has said it can’t control 
Ben & Jerry’s business decisions because of an internal 
agreement between the conglomerate and the ice 
cream manufacturer’s independent board.

�e ruling doesn’t impact the $39 million Florida 
already has invested in Unilever, the Florida Politics 
website reported.

Chilean Newspaper Draws Outrage with 
Tribute to Nazi Leader Hermann Göring
One of Chile’s largest newspapers published a tribute 
feature to Nazi Hermann Göring on Oct. 24, sparking 
an outcry from politicians and the nation’s Jewish 
community, JTA reported.

�e article in El Mercurio was timed to the 
75th anniversary of Göring’s death and resembled 
a eulogy. It included details about Göring’s youth, 
military career and close relationship to Adolf Hitler, 
accompanied by photos.

In a statement posted to Twitter, the Jewish 
Community of Chile organization called the article 
“an apology for Nazism.” l

— Compiled by Andy Gotlieb

Do You Have a Plan for the Future?
Why Pre-Plan Today ?

• Make sure your family knows your fi nal wishes
•  Relieve your loved ones from having to make tough

decisions and from any unexpected fi nancial burdens
• Give real peace of mind for you and your family

Call us today to speak with a  
Family Service Professional and receive your 

FREE Personal Planning Guide.  

Forest Hills Cemetery/Shalom Memorial Park 
 25 Byberry Road Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 

215-673-5800
Samuel Domsky 
General Manager

Brent Lanzi 
Family Service Manager

FOREST HILLS / SHALOM
MEMORIAL PARK

NEW MASADA V MAUSOLEUM

NEW COLUMBARIUM & PRIVATE ESTATES



ISRAELBRIEFS
HEADLINES

JEWISHEXPONENT.COM JEWISH EXPONENT NOVEMBER 4, 2021     9

Shekel Reaches All-time High
THE SHEKEL REACHED its strongest level ever, as per the 
Bank of Israel’s nominal e�ective rate, which measures the 
shekel against a basket of currencies of the nation’s major trading 
partners, Globes reported.

Globes said Israeli consumers should be able to �nd good 
prices on overseas e-commerce sites, although supply chain 
problems worldwide might impact that to some extent.

But Prico Risk Management Investments CEO Yossi Fraiman 
said the news isn’t as good for the nation’s exporters.

“Among the reasons for the shekel’s strength is lively activity on 
the part of �nancial institutions reducing their currency exposure, 
resulting in surplus supply of foreign currency,” he said.

�e Bank of Israel has reduced the amount of foreign currency 
it buys to moderate the strengthening of the shekel, Globes said.

10,000 Participate in Climate March
About 10,000 people gathered in Tel Aviv on Oct. 29 participated 
in the annual climate march titled “�e leaders have run out of 
time,” �e Jerusalem Post reported.

Environmental organizations including the Society for the 
Protection of Nature, Green Course, Greenpeace and the Israel 
Union for Environmental Defense participated in and led the 
march.

Protesters displayed signs and banners. Some sought change 
from the government, others sought public change and still 
others warned of what might happen if there wasn’t change.

“We are marching for the preservation of nature and our 
future,” SPNI CEO Iris Hann said. “Our health as human beings 
is directly linked to, and dependent on, the health of our nature.”

Remains of IDF’s First Fallen Paratrooper Returned from 
Czech Republic, Buried at Mount Herzl
�e remains of the Israel Defense Forces �rst fallen paratrooper 
were repatriated to Israel from the Czech Republic on Oct. 27 
and buried the next day, �e Jerusalem Post reported.

�e burial ceremony for Pvt. Martin Davidowicz occurred 
at Mount Herzl Military Cemetery in Jerusalem, led by senior 
Defense Ministry o�cials, IDF o�cers and family members.

Davidowicz was born in Czechoslovakia in 1927 and sent 
to Auschwitz in 1943. A�er surviving the Holocaust, he joined 
the Czech Brigade. During the War of Independence in 1948, 
Czechoslovakia hosted the �rst paratroopers training course.

In the program’s third week, Davidowicz was accidentally 
shot and killed by a Czech o�cer, who said he thought his 
weapon wasn’t loaded during an exercise.

Lebanese Villagers Allowed into Israel to Pick Olives
Despite technically being at war with Lebanon, Israel said on 
Oct. 25 that it was opening its border to Lebanese agricultural 
workers to pick olives, �e Times of Israel reported.

“In light of the economic situation in Lebanon, and as a 
gesture of goodwill to the Lebanese people, the IDF opened the 
border to agricultural workers from Al Jabal, Itaron and Balida,” 
an Israel Defense Force statement read.

Tensions began escalating between the two countries in 
August when Israel conducted its �rst airstrikes on Lebanese 
territory in seven years, and Lebanese terror group Hezbollah 
claimed a direct rocket attack on Israel for the �rst time 
since 2019. l

— Compiled by Andy Gotlieb 9896 Bustleton Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19115
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their loved one deserves,” said 
Seth Goldstein, a vice presi-
dent at Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s 
Raphael-Sacks.

�e host of Jewish rituals 
performed from when a person 
is dying to when they’re buried 
is meant to retain that person’s 
dignity.

“It makes me feel good that 
we are bringing comfort to the 
families and the loved ones that 
they le� behind,” said David 
Kushner, a member of the 
burial society Chevra Kadisha 
B’nei Moshe. “It’s a very good 
feeling to know that we’re 
playing whatever small role 
we’re playing in the continuity 
of sacred Jewish rituals that go 
back thousands of years.”

Still, the pandemic has 
added challenges to completing 
this role. 

The pandemic delayed 
funeral homes receiving neces-
sary burial permits for timely 
funerals. Some families had to 
delay funerals or give up on 
traditions they wanted to take 
part in, such as viewing their 
loved one’s body or the ritual 
cleansing of tehara.

“In this day and age, you 
kind of have to be a little bit 
more �exible,” Goldstein said.

Chevra kadisha members 
who complete tehara donned 
full personal protective equip-
ment — disposable gowns, face 
shields, masks, booties, gloves 
and hoods — during the height 
of COVID, Kushner said.

At the beginning of COVID, 
when it was unclear how COVID 
was transmitted, Goldsteins’ 
Rosenberg’s Raphael-Sacks 
had trouble arranging tehara
for deceased who had died of 
COVID complications.

The Reconstructionist 
Chevra Kadisha is just now 
resuming teharas, having 
suspended operation during 
most of COVID, feeling unable 
to make appropriate safety 
accommodations.

“We were getting in a small 
room all together,” said Rabbi 
Linda Holtzman, member and 
founder of the chevra kadisha. 
“�ere’s no windows; there’s 
no anything. We’re there for 
about an hour, and it just felt 
uncomfortable.”

Yet burials over COVID 
continued, tehara or no, and 
Joseph Levine & Sons has long 
been prepared for adapting 
funeral services, having used 
digital streaming services for the 
past 15 years, following a trend 
of many other funeral homes.

“When kids, grandkids were 
in college, or when people were 

overseas — especially in Israel 
— they could log on to [Zoom]. 
It was really the way that our 
world was moving,” Levine 
said, “and we’ve had some 
big services where we’ve had 
hundreds of people logging on.”

�ough sometimes funerals 
felt palpably di�erent — at 
times, only Levine and a rabbi 
would be present — Zoom has 
some added bene�ts. When 
loved ones are speaking at a 
funeral over Zoom, Levine has 
found it easier to focus on the 
speakers.

But the presence of 
technology has not made all 
rituals easier.

For Rabbi Tsurah August, 

the sta� chaplain at Jewish 
Family and Children’s Service 
of Greater Philadelphia, 
adapting the intimate practice 
of counseling a hospice patient 
before their death to a virtual 
space was hard.

“I was a mess,” August said. 
“�e most important thing is 
just showing up, being present: 
holding someone’s hand, 
looking in their eyes, breathing 
with them ... And it was gone.”

August, who works primarily 
with patients at Abington 
Hospice in Warminster 
and Nazareth Hospice in 
Philadelphia, adapted anyway, 
conducting the vidui, confes-
sions also completed on Yom 
Kippur, over the phone, asking 
a nurse to hold up their phone 
to the patient.

August incorporates more 
sensory exercises into her time 
with patients, asking what they 
can smell, hear and look at, 
trying to recreate the feeling of 
a physical presence.

Having created new rituals 
to honor patients’ speci�c 
needs, August is no stranger 
to making changes. She once 
held a Havdalah for a patient, 
bringing the braided candle, 
wine and spices to a patient 
before the pandemic, adjusting 
the end-of-Shabbat customs to 
an end-of-life ritual.

“We just keep incorporating 
ancient ways into what we have 
available to us now,” August said.

But even with the myriad 

logistic di�erences in the jobs 
of those who work with dying 
and deceased Jews, additional 
rituals or liturgies that address 
COVID aren’t a part of their 
routines. 

“�ere’s been people that 
went through the Spanish �u in 
1919. �ere’s been people that 
were Holocaust survivors, and 
there’s been tragedy, but we’ve 
made it through,” Levine said. 
“�e sadness is part of who we 
are, and it makes us stronger, or 
at least that’s the hope.”

Jews have always had to 
weather tragedy and strife, 
with COVID being no excep-
tion, Levine said. Jewish ritual 
and liturgy already accounts 
for Jewish strife and resilience.

�ough the pandemic has 
exposed more people to more 
death, questions and compli-
cated feelings about death are 
no more clear, August said. 
�e mystery of death remains 
a focal point of the Jewish 
tradition. 

“Sometimes [patients] will 
ask me about Jewish beliefs 
about death,” August said. “It’s 
so varied; ask any Jew you’ll get 
a di�erent answer.”

August’s job isn’t to provide 
the answer.

“People just want a�rma-
tion of what they hope,” she 
said. “I am there to help li� 
what’s on their heart.” l

srogelberg@jewishexponent.com; 
215-832-0741
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head of school at the pre-K-
eighth grade Abrams Hebrew 
Academy in Yardley.

Last year, Abrams students 
stayed in their classrooms 
all day, and teachers came to 
them. �ere were no lunches in 
the cafeteria, no art or music 
classes and no sports or clubs. 

Abrams had one basic 
mission: get through an in-person 
school year. Everything else was 
secondary to avoiding the virus, 
Budow said. 

None of the COVID 
vaccines had Food and Drug 
Administration approval until 
December. Even a�er they 
gained emergency use autho-
rization, they weren’t available 
to teachers and teenagers for 
several months. 

“So everybody was under 
pressure,” Budow said. “We’re 
going to school; we’re not 
protected at all.”

�is year, it’s the opposite 
feeling. 

Vaccinations have brought 
peace of mind. Cafeteria 
lunches have restored loud, 
lively lunch tables. Activities 
have revitalized student 
interests that transcend class 
subjects. 

Only the masks remain as 
the obvious, undeniable sign 
that COVID is still alive.

“Everything else is back to 
normal,” Budow said. 

Christie Chiantese, who 
teaches second grade and 
middle school language arts, 
explained that it’s vital for 
Abrams to be a community 
and not just a school.

“When you feel like you’re 
part of a community, you tend 
to do more, be more, give 
more,” she said. 

But local Jewish schools 
wouldn’t be able to pull this 
o� without sound protocols, 
mostly developed during the 
uncertain 2021-’21 school year. 

A�er the pandemic spring of 
2020, which forced schools into 
the digital space, the Kellman 
Brown Academy had one chief 

priority for the following fall. 
Open, and stay open.

“To teach students in the 
safest way possible and also in 
the most normal way possible,” 
said Rachel Zivic, KBA’s head 
of school.

�e pre-K-8 institution in 
Voorhees, New Jersey, came up 
with a strategy that it still uses 
in 2021-’22. 

Have parents �ll out a health 
questionnaire every morning 
on an app. Keep students at 
a 3-6 foot distance. Enforce 
masking. 

KBA has not had a COVID 
case since reopening in the fall 
of 2020. Over the last two years, 
it also has welcomed more than 
100 new students.

Zivic attributed some of the 
increase to the school’s ability 
to pull o� a safe, in-person year 
during COVID. She said some 
of those new students came 
from public schools.

“Everything was new last 
year, so we were inventing the 
wheel,” Zivic added. “�is year, 

we have a template.”
The head of school is 

prepared to continue her 
approach for as long as she 
needs to, and other admin-
istrators said the same. But 
just like the initial approval 
of vaccinations, there is now 
another possible “light at the 
end of the tunnel.”

�at would be vaccinations 
for children ages 5-11, which 
the FDA approved Oct. 29, 
according to media reports. 
The federal agency only 
granted emergency use autho-
rization to the P�zer vaccine, 
not the other two. 

Local school leaders plan on 
encouraging vaccinations for 
young students. Several insti-
tutions, including Abrams, 
KBA and the Jack M. Barrack 
Hebrew Academy in Bryn 
Mawr, are even going to host 
vaccine clinics. 

“Vaccinations are one of the 
key mitigation e�orts that will 
enable us to return to normal,” 
said Amy Buckman, the 

director of school and commu-
nity relations for the Lower 
Merion School District. 

But, as Barrack’s head of 
school, Rabbi Marshall Lesack, 
put it, even inoculating the 
younger age group may not 
lead to the end of the pandemic. 
Local districts are prepared for 
COVID “to be with us for a 
while,” he said. 

At the same time, school 
leaders think students can 
handle that. Administrators 

are not seeing restriction 
fatigue among students — like 
kids ripping masks o�. 

According to Besie Katz, the 
head of school at the Politz 
Hebrew Academy in Northeast 
Philadelphia, COVID is no 
longer consuming the life of a 
school. 

“It’s part of our life,” she 
said. l

jsa�ren@jewishexponent.com; 
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OPINION

My Fellow Progressives Are Always Asking Me if  
Anti-Zionism is Antisemitic. Here’s What I Tell Them

BY OREN JACOBSON

I’VE SPENT MOST of the 
last decade focused on grass-
roots organizing and capacity 
building inside the American 
progressive movement. 

From helping build the 
largest leadership develop-
ment organization on the le�, 
to launching a �rst-of-its-kind 
organization to mobilize male 
allies into the �ght to protect 
and expand reproductive 
freedom, I’ve proudly helped 
elect progressive change makers 
and pass landmark legislation.

I’ve done all of that as a Jew 
who wears a kippah in public, 
as someone who, statistically 
speaking, shouldn’t exist. My 
grandfather is one of the 10% 
of Polish-born Jews to survive 
World War II. �ree million 
of his Jewish neighbors, and 
another 3 million across Europe, 
were packed into boxcars and 
sent to the slaughter, to gas 
chambers, to the ovens.

What I am is central to who 
I am. So when I saw the state-
ment from the Washington, 
D.C., chapter of the Sunrise 
Movement explaining its 
refusal to march in a voting 
rights rally with Jewish groups 
because they are “Zionists,” I 
understood immediately that 
it was deeply problematic. Not 
only did the decision have the 
potential impact of spreading 
anti-Jewish bigotry, but it also 
weakened our movement more 
broadly at a time when democ-
racy, which is necessary to 
ensure civil rights, is under 

assault in America. 
I also understood right 

away that, for many people, the 
anti-Jewish nature of the state-
ment wasn’t so obvious. When 
moments like this arise, I get 
texts and calls from progres-
sive peers across the country 
who ask: “Is this antisemitic?” 

To answer the question, I 
begin by explaining what it 
means to be a Jew. Judaism 
is the religion of the Jewish 
people. But Jewish identity is so 
much bigger and more diverse 
than religion. Some of us are 
deeply religious. Some of us 
are totally secular. All of us 
are Jews. We’re a people, not 
simply a religious community. 
Contrary to what most think, 
antisemitism is not anti-Ju-
daism in its modern form 
(several hundred years). It’s 
anti-Jew. It’s not about how 
Jews pray, but rather about who 
they are and what they are 
accused of doing. 

Jews get attacked for suppos-
edly controlling the world 
(governments, banks, media), 
for being disloyal to our home 
countries, for killing Jesus, for 
making up the Holocaust, for 
being greedy, for undermining the 
white race and subverting people 
of color (among other things). 

We’ve been blamed for 
plagues, famine, economic 
hardship and war. Whatever 
major problem a society has, 
Jews have been blamed for 
it. None of those things has 
anything to do with religion.

Criticism of Israel or opposi-
tion to it isn’t necessarily 
antisemitic. Harsh criticism of 
Israeli government policy may 
make us uncomfortable but isn’t 
antisemitic. But the Sunrise DC 
statement wasn’t about policy. 
By attacking “Zionist organi-
zations” in a voting rights 
coalition, and saying that they 
can’t participate in a coalition 
that includes them, Sunrise 
DC basically said it won’t work 

alongside Jewish organizations 
(or Jews) that believe the state of 
Israel has the right to exist. 

For the average Jew, Zionism 
has become simply the idea 
that Israel has the right to exist, 
rather than an embrace of the 
policies of its government. �e 
Zionist movement got its name 
in the late 19th century, but it 
really put a label on a 2,000-
year-old yearning to return 
to the native land Jews were 
violently forced out of (in an act 
of colonization). �at yearning 
grew over time as we failed 
to �nd sustained peace and 
security elsewhere, including in 
Europe, North Africa and the 
broader Middle East. 

�at’s why when people 
attack Zionists, we hear “Jews.” 
We hear them saying that the 
80-90% of Jews who believe 
Israel has a right to exist are 
unacceptable, and that Israel, 
a country that came into 
existence with the vote of the 
international community and 
today is home to 7 million 
Jews, must be ended. 

Why is that antisemitism? 
First, it singles out Jews when 
most people believe Israel has 
the right to exist. (In fact, 
85% of the general public in 
America believes the statement 
“Israel does not have a right to 
exist” is antisemitic, according 
to a survey released this week.) 
Second, it seeks to deny Jewish 
people the right to self-de-
termination by erasing our 
peoplehood and connection to 
the land. �ird, it declares that 
a national movement for Jews 
is uniquely unacceptable, while 
at the same time advocating 
in support of another 

national movement. 
Fourth, it divides Jews into 

good and bad. Only those who 
oppose their own national 
movement can stay. Only 
Jews who reject Zionism are 
allowed. Replace “Jew” with 
any other group and ask if that 
would be acceptable. 

Even if you forswear coali-
tions with anyone, Jewish or 
not, who thinks Israel is legiti-
mate, that still denies the Jewish 
people’s right to self-determina-
tion. It says that Jews must be a 
perpetual minority on this earth 
subject to the whims and bigot-
ries of the societies they live in. 
For thousands of years Jews tried 
that and failed to �nd perma-

nent refuge — which, fairly or 
not, is part of the reason most 
Jews believe in the right to, and 
need for, national self-deter-
mination in some portion of a 
contested land. 

Sunrise DC wasn’t interested 
in the nature of their shunned 
Jewish allies’ support for Israel 
— even though each of the 
three groups, like most Jews in 
America, have advocated for 
a Palestinian state and for an 
end to policies by the govern-
ment of Israel that harm the 
Palestinian people, including, 
but not limited to, the occupa-
tion of the West Bank.

Ultimately, only Jews get 
to de�ne who and what we 
are and what antisemitism is. 
Too o�en in progressive spaces 
that right is denied to Jews. 
Instead, to justify their own 
positions, some rely on Jews 
whose voices, while relevant, 
are far from representative on 
the question of what consti-
tutes antisemitism. If someone 

ignored the voices and lived 
realities of 80-90% of any other 
minority group, most progres-
sives would quickly recognize 
that as an act of tokenization to 
shield biases (or worse). 

Some who identify as 
progressive feel it’s OK to use the 
word “Zionist” to attack others, 
claiming that the word is not 
about Jews. I encourage everyone 
to go on far right-wing message 
boards on occasion. Once there, 
you’ll see how white suprema-
cists typically call Jews Zionists. 
�e prominence of the word, in 
connection with claims that they 
control the governments and are 
trying to replace white “patriots” 
with Black and Brown “inter-
lopers,” will stun you. 

While there is plenty of room 
for criticism of Israeli govern-
ment policy, there should be 
no room for the exclusionary, 
reductionist and dehumanizing 
language of white nationalists 
in progressive discourse on the 
topic, or the denial of the right 
for Jewish self-determination 
on this earth.

I believe in standing up for 
those who are attacked for the 
crime of being who they are as 
much as I believe in standing 
up for Jewish life. For me, this 
work is personal. Not because 
every issue a�ects me directly. 
But because I feel like I owe it 
to my grandfather. To Jews who 
were murdered and never had a 
chance to live. To my peers 
here who face systemic racism 
and bigotry. And yes, because I 
believe “Never Again” isn’t just 
a slogan to hope for, but rather 
a mission to �ght for. l

Oren Jacobson is the co-founder of 
Project Shema, which helps Jewish 
students, leaders, organizations 
and allies explore the di�cult 
conversations surrounding Israel 
and antisemitism. He previously 
served as national chapter 
development director for the New 
Leaders Council.

Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people. 
But Jewish identity is so much bigger and more 
diverse than religion.
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OPINION

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks Was the Last of His Kind

BY RABBI RAPHAEL ZARUM

RABBI LORD JONATHAN
Sacks, who passed away on Nov. 
7, 2020, le� a legacy that is well 
known: As chief rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations 
of the British Commonwealth, 
he led a renewal of vibrant 
Jewish life through the growth 
of Jewish schools and the revital-
ization of the London School of 
Jewish Studies; delivered erudite 
speeches, books and articles that 
inspired the United Synagogue 
and beyond by advocating 
a realistic, modern and yet 
uncompromisingly faithful view 
of traditional Orthodoxy; and 
served as a public intellectual 
whose wisdom was sought by 
politicians, academics, CEOs 
and other faith leaders around 
the globe.

But can his contribution 
to modern Jewish thought 
be easily summarized? As a 
dedicated disciple, I would 
never even attempt such 
a thing. But I can o�er this. 
�e colloquial term for a 
leading rabbinic sage is gadol, 
meaning, simply, “great.” With 
the rise of ultra-Orthodoxy, 
the word today evokes aged 
men garbed in monochrome, 
surrounded by devotees and 
making pronouncements from 
their insular enclaves. But the 
intricate discussions of Jewish 

law of which these men are 
experts were described by 
Maimonides, the 12th-century 
scholar, as a dvar katan (small 
matter), reserving the phrase 
dvar gadol (great matter) for 
discussions of the nature and 
purpose of Creation. 

A scholar must, Maimonides 
insisted, master the small 
before the great, for if the 
former makes up the frame-
work of everyday Jewish life, it 
is the latter that establishes the 
ultimate value and meaning 
of existence — what we would 
call philosophy. 

�e title “gadol” should be 
reserved for a rabbinic scholar 
who is not only steeped in 
Jewish law, but also able to 
understand and address the 
deep questions of life: Why are 
we here? What is our purpose? 
How can we make a di�erence? 
A true gadol can speak to the 
religiously minded as well as 
to those of little or no faith. 
A gadol can translate ancient 
Jewish wisdom into contem-
porary insight and realistic 
policy.

To my mind, only Rabbi 
Sacks has earned the title of 
gadol in recent times. 

Rabbis today, like the clergy 
of other religions, have been 
compartmentalized as the 
leaders of the faithful only, 
with little to say in the public 
square. �e sad result is that 
many rabbis now perceive 
themselves in this limited way 
too. But Rabbi Sacks always 
championed “a Judaism 
engaged with the world.” He 
was able to speak to all people, 
using a language anyone could 
understand and that could 
move them to action. He was 
at home in the beit midrash, 
the Jewish house of study, and 

in the academy, but he learned 
to be most at home in the 
community. Toward the end 
of “Morality,” his �nal book, 
he writes: 

“I had the privilege of 
studying with some of the 
greatest philosophers of 
our time, yet I learned more 
about morality in my years as 
a congregational rabbi than I 
did at Oxford and Cambridge, 
and I did so by conducting 
funerals.

“As a young rabbi in an 
aging congregation, I o�en did 
not know the deceased person-
ally, so I had to ask relatives 
and friends what they were 
like and what they would be 
remembered for. No one ever 
spoke about the clothes they 
wore or the cars they drove, 
the homes they lived in or the 
holidays they took. �ey spoke 
about their role in their family, 
their place in the congrega-
tion and its activities, the good 
deeds they did, the causes they 
supported, the voluntary work 
they undertook and the people 
they helped. It is not what we 
do for ourselves but what we 
give others that is our epitaph 
and that ultimately �oods life 
with meaning.”

�e loss of Rabbi Sacks is 
felt most acutely by British Jews 
proud that such a great thinker 
and rabbi emerged from their 
ranks. Yet his in�uence spread 
across the oceans to the entire 
Jewish world, and well beyond 
the Jewish community. He 
began as a rabbi in a small 
synagogue, then he became the 
chief rabbi of Anglo-Jewry and, 
in his later years, a rabbi to 
global Jewry as well as to some 
of the most in�uential people, 
both Jewish and non-Jewish, 
on the planet.

I am not fond of hyperbole, 
but I honestly wonder if we will 
ever see his kind again. He was 
a genuine gadol, a Jewish voice 
heard by all, a rabbi in the 
widest sense of the term. 

But he is not the last true 
rabbi, because of the other 
great focus of his life: leader-
ship and empowerment. I am 
just one of thousands of men 
and women for whom he is a 
crucial inspiration, who have 
built their leadership upon his 
principles. His many books line 
our shelves, and his deep belief 
in us compels us to continue 
his legacy.

No one can �ll his shoes, 
but I am sure he would prefer 
that we �ll our own. He would 
always say, “Education is not 
what we do, it is who we are.” 
Rabbi Sacks was not the last 
true rabbi, precisely because he 
was a true rabbi to the last. l

Rabbi Raphael Zarum is the dean 
of the London School of Jewish 
Studies, where he trains teachers 
and lectures in modern Jewish 
thought. This article is adapted 
from “The Last Rabbi,” an essay in 
The Jewish Quarterly, Issue 246, 
Nov. 2021, and is used here with 
permission.

Non-white Jews Often Overlooked
I APPRECIATED MANISHTANA’S PIECE, “�e ‘Jewface’ 
Debate About Casting Non-Jews as Jews Betrays an Ashkenazi 
Bias” (Oct. 21), which sheds light on Ashkenormativity.  
Ashkenazic Jews tend to forget that there are many Jews in the 
world who are not white. 

I’m a playwright, and when my play, “A Modest Suggestion,” 
opened in New York, one critic asked why we didn’t cast a Jew in 
the Jewish role.  �e role was, in fact, played by a Jew of Middle 
Eastern descent.  

I’m a Yemenite Jew, and I can’t tell you how many family 
functions I’ve attended in which relatives turn to my Ashkenazic 
wife and ask if I’m Jewish, even though I’m typically a more 
observant Jew than the person asking. I’ve also had many 
horrible experiences of walking into an Ashkenazic shul holding 
a tallis bag, only to be asked by security, “Can I help you?”

Ashkenazic Jews would do well to remember that Judaism was 
not born in Europe, and their white skin makes the authenticity 
of their Jewishness just as dubious as anyone else’s.

Ken Kaissar | Yardley

Not So Fast

Manishtana’s piece on the “Jewface” debate (“�e ‘Jewface’ 
Debate About Casting Non-Jews as Jews Betrays an Ashkenazi 
Bias,” Oct. 21) quoted comedienne Sarah Silverman as saying: “if 
the Jewish character (portrayed in a Hollywood �lm) is coura-
geous or deserves love, she is never played by a Jew. Ever!” 

Not quite.
�e actress Rachel Weisz, who is Jewish and whose parents 

are both Jewish, portrayed Emory Professor Deborah Lipstadt 
in the 2016 award-winning �lm “Denial.” In the �lm, Lipstadt, 
who had courageously singled out David Irving as a “dangerous 
spokesperson for Holocaust denial” in her 1993 book “Holocaust 
Denial,” successfully defends herself in a trial against Irving’s 
accusations of libel and defamation. l

Jerry Stern | Merion Station

KVETCH ’N’ KVELL
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We are a diverse community. The views expressed in the signed opinion columns and letters to the editor published 
in the Jewish Exponent are those of the authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the officers and boards 
of the Jewish Publishing Group, the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia or the Jewish Exponent. Send letters 
to letters@jewishexponent.com or fax to 215-569-3389. Letters should be a maximum of 200 words and 
may be edited for clarity and brevity. Unsigned letters will not be published.
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Southern Fried Chicken and Carrot Slaw

KERI WHITE | JE FOOD COLUMNIST

I HAD A HANKERING for 
fried chicken last week. �is 
happens about once a year.

�e chicken is delicious but 
— like all fried food — is best 
enjoyed in small doses and on 
rare occasions. 

O�entimes, a fried chicken 
dinner is accompanied by 
biscuits, gravy, mashed 
potatoes, onion rings — all 
of which are delicious indul-
gences. But on top of the 
fried chicken, these heavy, 
dense dishes leave me feeling 
somewhere between stu�ed 
and ill.

I managed to avoid that 
fate on the Sunday in question 
when I concocted the idea of 
serving the chicken with a 

green salad and some carrot 
slaw. �e carrots were oh-so-
fresh, having been bought that 
day at the farmers market, and 
the slaw complemented the 
chicken nicely.

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN
Serves 2-4

�e traditional version of this 
recipe uses buttermilk as the 
marinade, but for kosher and 
kosher-style diners, this is 
a problem. Instead, you can 
substitute a nondairy milk, 
mayonnaise mixed with water 
or oil.

�e technique I used to 
�nish cooking the chicken in 
the oven was a cinch; one of the 
challenges with frying chicken 
is ensuring that it is cooked 

through without cutting it 
open or piercing it with a meat 
thermometer. If it’s done, you 
have let some of the �avor and 
juice escape; if it’s not, you are 
putting a cut piece back into 
the sizzling fat. Neither is a 
great option.

I used two large bone-in 
breasts, which I cut into three 
pieces each for a total of six 
pieces. �is served two of us 
generously with two pieces 
le� for lunch the next day. 
Quantities can be adjusted for 
your crowd as needed, and you 
can substitute the cuts that 
you prefer, such as drumsticks, 
wings, etc. �e cooking time 
may slightly vary if the pieces 
are thinner and smaller.

For the chicken:
2 large bone-in chicken 

breasts, cut in 2 or 3 

pieces, each about the 
size of a woman’s fist 

½  cup mayonnaise mixed 
with ½ cup water to 
achieve a milk-like 
consistency

1  onion, sliced

½  jalapeno pepper, sliced
1  teaspoon salt

For the coating:
⅔  cup all-purpose flour
1  teaspoon salt
½  teaspoon pepper
½  teaspoon garlic powder

For the frying:
6-8 cups canola oil or solid 

vegetable shortening 
such as Crisco; it should 
be about 1½ inches deep 
in the pan

In a large zip-seal bag, mix 
all the marinade ingredients 
and place the chicken in the 
bag to coat. Marinate it for 2-24 
hours. About 2 hours before 
cooking, remove the bag from 
the refrigerator and allow it to 
come to room temperature.

Mix the coating ingredients 
in another large zip-seal bag 
and shake the bag to mix.

Place a wire rack on a 
baking tray and, one piece at 
a time, shake o� the marinade 
and place the chicken in the 
�our mixture, shake it to coat, 
remove it and place on the rack.

Heat your oven to 275 
degrees F. Heat the oil in a large 
cast-iron skillet or similarly 
heavy pan with a lid. When the 
oil reaches 350 degrees F (use 
a candy thermometer) place 

FOOD

See Chicken, Page 22

 Southern fried chicken mvp64 / iStock / Getty Images Plus
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Film Fest Returns In-Person With New Mission

SASHA ROGELBERG | JE STAFF

THOSE MISSING the buttery 
taste of movie theater popcorn 
� nally have the chance to 
nosh on their favorite cinema 
snacks once more, as in-person 
screenings return for the 41st 
Annual Philadelphia Jewish 
Film Festival: Fall Fest.

Presented by Philadelphia 
Jewish Film and Media, 
formerly the Gershman 
Philadelphia Film Festival, 
the � lm festival will run from 
Nov. 7-20, with both in-person 
screenings and virtual on-de-
mand streaming options.

In addition to the in-person 
screenings of nine � lms, PJFM 
will o� er 22 weeklong on-de-
mand screenings both weeks 
of the festival and select virtual 
livestreams.

PJFM’s � rst hybrid � lm 
festival isn’t the only thing 
di� erentiating this year’s Fall 
Fest from its predecessors.

“We’ve changed a lot in the 
past year,” said Olivia Antsis, 
PJFM’s executive artistic 
director.

PJFM’s new name, with 
the intentional addition of the 
word “media,” better re� ects 
the trending interest in multi-
media cinema and art that 
branches o�  from the tradi-
tional � lm format.

“� e advent of social media 
and video sharing platforms 
like YouTube and Tik Tok has 
made it possible for anyone 
with access to a smartphone 
and an internet connection 
to create content and share it 
across the globe,” Antsis said.

Besides feature-length 
� lms, the Fall Fest will show 
short � lms and the second 
annual New Media Day, 
an opportunity to sample 
multimedia Jewish digital 
storytelling, which was created 
last year as a way to adapt 
to the virtual restrictions of 
the pandemic. Last year’s event 
was a “resounding success,” 

according to Antsis, and had 
nearly 1,000 attendees. 

Along with the festival 
format and its offerings 
changing, the content of the 
� lms will also di� er, featuring 
stories of Jews from across the 
globe, and even some stories 
from non-Jewish perspectives.

� e decision to expand 
PJFM’s programming came 
from the feedback of more 
than two dozen Jewish movie 
lovers who felt that Jewish 
� lm needed to be as diverse as 
the Jewish community it was 
meant to serve.

“� ere was a hunger for � lms 
that o� ered new and diverse 
perspectives on some of the 
common themes and topics 
explored at Jewish � lm festivals 
around the world,” Antsis said.

Antsis is looking forward 
to audiences viewing “200 
Meters,” the story of a 
Palestinian man in his struggle 
to visit his son, who is just 200 
meters away, but on the other 
side of an Israeli checkpoint. 

“Wet Dog” also provides a 
unique point of view, Antsis 
said, as the � lm depicts an 
Iranian Jew’s experience in a 
predominantly Muslim area 
of Berlin, where he runs into 
and joins a gang with members 
spewing antisemitic beliefs.

“One of the most valuable 
gi� s � lm festivals can o� er 
to their audiences is the 

opportunity to broaden their 
worldview and increase empathy 
and understanding,” Antsis said.

PJFM believes that a 
diversity in � lm content will 
attract a diversity of audience 
members, hoping to draw 
in younger crowds who may 
not be familiar with the � lm 
festival.

Over the summer, PJFM 
launched Young Friends, an 
initiative for Jewish young 
professionals, creatives and 
movie lovers aged 21-39 to 
become more involved in 
Jewish � lm events. Young 
Friends o� ers viewings, movie 
discounts and special events.

“We’re  ac t u a l ly 
Philadelphia’s � rst � lm festival; 
we’re the second-longest-run-
ning Jewish � lm festival in 
the country,” said Matt Bussy, 
PJFM’s program and digital 
marketing manager. “� ere’s 

a lot of younger people here in 
Philly that haven’t even heard 
of us, and we really feel like we 
can change that.”

During Fall Fest, PJFM will 
host a Young Friends Night 
on Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. at the 
National Museum of American 
Jewish History for a screening 
of “American Birthright,” 
a documentary about the 
� lmmaker’s journey — both 
physical and spiritual — to 
Israel, as she explores the idea 
of interfaith marriage a� er her 
sister marries a non-Jew.

Following the screening, 
Young Friends members are 
invited to attend a happy hour 
with documentary director 
Becky Tahel Bordo.

“American Birthright” is a 
� lm for all audiences, Bussy 
said, but its light-hearted 
nature and generationally-rele-
vant topic make it a good � t for 

Young Friends members.
“Young people, especially 

a� er the year we’ve had, just 
want to have a good time,” 
Bussy said. “� ey want to meet 
new people; they want to watch 
entertaining � lms that are 
perceptive and well done, but 
also just fun.”

Proof of COVID vaccination 
with a vaccine card or photo of 
a card is required for in-person 
screenings. Masks are required 
inside, and there is limited 
capacity in the theaters.

Tickets for individual 
events are $15, and all-access 
passes are $180 for in-person 
and virtual screenings, $140 
for virtual-only screenings 
and $40 for New Media Day. 
For more information, visit 
phillyjfm.org. l

srogelberg@jewishexponent.com; 
215-832-0741

FILM

HEALTHCARE DIRECTORY

We help you to keep
family traditions at home.

We understand the importance of keeping your loved one in the place 
they love — their home. Griswold Home Care is here to help.

Philadelphia 215.515.8679
GriswoldHomeCare.com

 “American Birthright,” a documentary about interfaith marriage, will 
screen on Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. as part of Young Friends Night.

Photos courtesy of Philadelphia Jewish Film and Media

“Wet Dog” tells the story of an Iranian Jewish boy in Berlin who joins a 
gang with antisemitic members.
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‘Curb’ Misses the Larry-Cheryl Marriage

JARRAD SAFFREN | JE STAFF 

A FEW WEEKS AGO, before 
the start of the 11th season of 
“Curb Your Enthusiasm,” some 
Jewish Philadelphians made 
an interesting point about the 
show.

In an Oct. 14 Jewish 
Exponent story, they argued 
that “Curb” has had two 
distinct periods. 

Before Larry David’s split 
from his show wife Cheryl, 
played by Cheryl Hines, and 
a� er. Larry and Cheryl broke 
up a� er a season six episode 
in 2007; David brushed o�  
his wife’s fearful call from a 
turbulent airplane because he 
had to deal with the TiVo guy. 

(Very 2007.)
� e locals said that, when 

Larry was married to Cheryl, 
the show revolved more 
around their married world of 
friends and social occasions. 
Post-Cheryl, “Curb” has 
focused on Larry and Leon, 
played by J.B. Smoove, and 
Larry’s general misdeeds out 
in the world. 

Some thought the shi�  
made the show funnier. 
Others didn’t. 

But regardless of where they 
came down, their larger point 
was hard to unsee during the 
� rst two episodes of the new 
season. 

Whereas Larry used to be a 
ridiculous character grounded 
in a speci� c, married world, 
he’s now a loose cannon 

unmoored from any sense 
of normalcy. Several seasons 
into this dynamic, it’s harder 
to suspend one’s disbelief as a 
viewer.

In 2021, “Curb” feels like 
watching the Larry David 
caricature that America knows 
so well. It doesn’t, however, feel 
like watching a real character. 
� e balance between the two 
used to make “Curb” feel at 
least somewhat real. 

Yet this doesn’t take away 
too much from the show’s 
humor. 

It’s certainly funnier and 
more shocking to watch a real 
person pick � ghts with people 
over awkward social conven-
tions. But it’s still funny to 
watch the Larry David carica-
ture do it, too. 

� e � rst episode of the new 
season, “� e Five-Foot Fence,” 
aired on Oct. 24 and revolved 
around a classic “Curb” set 
piece: a funeral for the still-
living actor and comedian 
Albert Brooks. 

Brooks, like most “Curb” 
celebrities, played an exagger-
ated version of himself. He 
wanted to host his own funeral 
to hear people say nice things 
about him while he was still 
living. 

Larry, of course, mocks the 
bit and o� ends Brooks. � ere’s 
also a 10 out of 10 cameo 
from Don Draper himself: the 
actor Jon Hamm, who totally 
commits to the funeral bit. 

When Hamm opens his 
eulogy to Brooks with the 
Yiddish word tsuris, meaning 
trouble or distress, you know 
that’s what’s coming. And it 
does, in the form of a hilarious, 
topical COVID joke that will 
take you back to the lockdown 
days of March 2020. 

� e rest of the episode 
features a classic Larry-Susie 
fight over whether Susie 
“plopped” on the couch, 
forcing Larry to spill wine, a 
commentary on how walking 
into a glass door makes you 
look unattractive, a shakedown 
of Larry by a local restaurant 
owner and a deeply uncom-
fortable dispute over money. 

It all works, and it will make 
you crack up from your seat on 
your couch.

� e same is true of season 11, 
episode two, “Angel Mu�  n,” 
which aired on Oct. 31. 

� at one centers on maybe 
the most vintage “Curb” bit 
there is: Larry and his best 
friend/manager Je� , played by 
Je�  Garlin, doing ignorant and 
moronic things together. 

Larry picks a � ght with a 
Net� ix executive, with whom 
he’s developing a show, over 
an automatic toilet seat in the 
building’s bathroom that won’t 
stay up. And Je�  recommends 
a dentist to Larry so Larry can 
help him get intel on one of the 

o�  ce’s assistants. 
Je�  slept with the woman 

and paid for her abortion. But 
he believes she’s sticking him 
up by asking for more money 
to deal with “complications.”

David and Garlin having 
trivial conversations and 
getting into dumb shenanigans 
remains the underrated heart-
beat of the show’s schtick. Like 
the bits in the � rst episode, it 
still works, too.

It remains di�  cult to get 
through a “Curb” scene without 
laughing and then enunciating 
“Oh my God!” And for a few 
seasons post-Cheryl, Larry 
being alone was a breath of 
fresh comedic air. 

He became pals with the 
hilarious Leon; he brought the 
“Seinfeld” crew back together 
for a reunion in a failed 
attempt to cast Cheryl and 
win her back; he had relations 
with a Palestinian woman who 
hated Jews; he went to New 
York City; competed for a love 
interest with Rosie O’Donnell; 
and turned Bill Buckner, the 
Boston Red Sox � rst baseman 
who blew the 1986 World 
Series, into a momentary 
comedic sensation.

But the novelty has worn 
o� . Now, “Curb” is just Larry 
schtick. We have reached the 
point where the legend stands 
above the show, instead of 
making it great. l
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Philly Faces: Eli Robbins

SASHA ROGELBERG | JE STAFF

WHEN ELI ROBBINS moved 
to Philadelphia in 2014, his 
� rst job was designing animal 
habitats for local zoos.

A� er receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in architectural studies 
and a minor in studio arts at 
the University of Pittsburgh, 
the Hershey native moved to 
Portland, Oregon, where he 
earned a master’s in architec-
ture from the University of 
Oregon.

During his time at design 
firms in New York after 
graduate school, Robbins, 32, 
honed a passion for experi-
ence design, combining 
software and architecture 
to build digital and physical 
user-friendly spaces, such as 
animal habitats, museums and 
o�  ce spaces.

A 2021 Tribe12 alum, 
Robbins recently launched 
Civio Studio, a design agency 
with a focus on creating acces-
sible spaces and technologies, 
in� uenced by Robbins’ own 
experience being paralyzed in 
early 2020.

When did you come up with 
the idea for Civio Studio?

I mean, it really came from 
my own lived experience. In 
the beginning of 2020, early 
February, I was diagnosed with 
Guillain-Barré syndrome.

What was your experience with 
Guillain-Barré syndrome?

I was working at a design 
company called Primer Design. 
When I was working there, 
I started having a series of 
very unusual symptoms that 
happened very rapidly and kept 
piling on.

It started with a numbness in 
my mouth and then a tingling 
in my hands, and just kind of 
a powering down. Over the 
course of � ve days, I became 
paralyzed. 

Long story short, I was in the 

hospital for a couple of months. 
I was barely able to do anything; 
I couldn’t even really hold my 
phone. But it was a slow process 
of getting out of that and, fortu-
nately, it’s treatable.

How did your experience with 
GBS impact the development 
of Civio?

When you go through 
something like this, a signif-
icant life experience, it kind 
of makes you re� ect on what’s 
important.

I wanted to refocus the work 
that I was doing on work that 
had meaning — down this path 
of really trying to understand 

accessibility on a much deeper 
level. � at pushed me into 
two directions: One direction 
was developing a product; I’ve 
always wanted to teach myself 
how to become a [user experi-
ence] designer, and I also 
realized that I wanted to start 
my own design agency. So that 
pushed me into starting Civio 
Studio. 

And the other thing that 
happened was I started to 
develop this web app called 
civio.io, which was really trying 
to solve problems that I had 
when discharged from rehab.

What problems were those?
Once you get discharged, 

you’re just sort of on your own, 
and it’s really up to you to get the 
devices you need, to make all of 
your appointments, to � gure out 
how to exist in your home that 
you previously existed in as a 

more able-bodied person.
And one small part of that 

problem is getting the actual 
assistive technologies and the 
medical equipment — these are 
all the things that you need 
to start living independently 
again. For some people that 
might be in a wheelchair; it 
could be a walker, canes; it could 
be so� ware if you’re blind. It 
can be any number of things, 
but there isn’t a very stream-
lined process from leaving 
rehab to acquiring those things. 
� at was the problem I’m trying 
to solve with civio.io.

How has your Jewish upbring 
and values impacted your 
desire to create accessible 
spaces and designs?

� ere weren’t a lot of Jews 
that I grew up near. We call 
ourselves “ATJH” — all the Jews 
in Hershey — which was a really 

tight-knit group of people.
I was really involved in 

[United Synagogue Youth] and 
became the regional president 
for the eastern Pennsylvania 
region. � ere’s a whole position 
on the board of USY for 
repairing the world. So, that 
was always a fundamental 
understanding I had, that a part 
of fundamentally being Jewish 
is thinking about, “How do we 
repair the world?”

My father was a physician; he 
passed away in April. [Tikkun 
olam] was his whole life. He was 
a corneal surgeon. And I think 
about just how many eyes he 
helped see. He’s also the son of 
a Holocaust survivor. � at was 
something that was a funda-
mental part of our family’s view 
of the world, our Jewishness. l

srogelberg@jewishexponent.com; 
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TORAH PORTION

Re-reading Prophecy
BY RABBI NATHAN MARTIN

Parshat Toldot

THIS WEEK IN Parshat 
Toldot we enter into a cycle of 
sibling rivalry beginning with 
Jacob and Esau, a motif that 
repeats itself through the rest 
of the Book of Genesis.

From the beginning of the 
parsha, it seems almost foreor-
dained that struggle and con�ict 
would become the natural 
course of events. God responds 
to Rebekah’s entreaties about 
her troubled pregnancy with a 
prophetic message: 

Two nations are in your 
womb,

Two separate peoples shall 
issue from your body;

One people shall be mightier 
than the other,

And the older shall serve the 
younger. (Genesis 25:23)

Rebekah’s reliance on this 
early prophecy seems to guide 
her later in the parsha when 
she helps engineer Jacob’s 
stealing of the birthright and 
blessing from his older brother 
(Gen. 27).

But what if the usurping of 

the elder son’s power was not 
necessarily a fait accompli from 
the beginning of their lives?

In his commentary on this 
prophecy the Biblical scholar 
Robert Alter notes that some, 
like Richard Elliot Friedman, 
say that the Hebrew syntax can 
be read as either its traditional 
form of “the elder shall serve 
the younger” or in a di�erent 
form “the elder, the younger 
shall serve (Alter, Genesis).” 
�is, of course, would have led 
to a very di�erent outcome in 
the ensuing narrative, avoiding 
the years of estrangement Jacob 
experienced with his brother.

When we encounter events 
or stories in the Torah that 
perplex or disturb us, like 
Jacob’s outwitting of his 
brother Esau, we are faced 
with an interpretive dilemma. 
Many of our Biblical commen-
tators seek to justify Jacob’s 
(and Rebekah’s) deceptive 
behavior. Rashi draws from 
midrashic readings to paint a 
picture of Esau as wicked and 
undeserving of the birthright, 
and the later Temple service 
that it is connected to.

Other commentators are a 
variation on the same theme. 
�ey generally conclude that 

for the survival of Jacob and 
later of Israel, deception was 
necessary and justi�ed since 
Jacob was interacting with 
a sibling who was morally 
suspect. I �nd that this line 
of reasoning usually leaves me 
unconvinced.

A second interpretive strategy 
sees the choice of deceptive 
behaviors as a cautionary tale. To 
ensure his leadership in the clan 
Jacob turned to deception and 
paid the price twice over. He had 
to live on the run and later was 
himself deceived by his uncle 
Laban when he was forced to 
work an additional seven years 
to marry his intended, Rachel 
(Gen. 29).

In this reading, perhaps we 
conclude that we don’t need 
to follow a deceptive path to 
achieve our goal or, that if we 
do, hardship might lay ahead.

But yet a third interpretive 
path might be to ask the question 
of whether this setup of having 
to �ght for a blessing and birth-
right was necessary. �is setup 
is partially based on the idea 
that the eldest son is assumed 
to inherit a double portion from 
the parent, thereby ensuring 
su�cient wealth and resources 
to maintain leadership in the 

clan unit. However, some schol-
arship suggests that this may 
not have been the case at all, and 
that holding the birthright did 
not necessarily mean econom-
ically favoring the elder child 
(Hiers, “Transfer of Property 
by Inheritance and Bequest in 
Biblical Law and Tradition,” 
1993).

Jacob, Esau and their 
parents were operating in a 
zero-sum world with the 
assumption that birthright and 
blessing is a limited quantity — 
only enough to go around for 
one child.

But what if the prophecy that 
Rebekah received was actually 
meant to be read both ways — 
that each child should serve the 
other, and that service could 
also be understood as support 
rather than enslavement?

In this rereading, the 
prophecy suggests that the 
peoples who are greater, 
endowed with particular 
advantages or gi�s, might 
serve/support other peoples, 
spreading knowledge and 
wealth for the greatest bene�t.

�e prophecy might sound 
like, “Two nations are in your 
womb ... One people shall be 
mightier than the other [in 

gi�s/advantages], and yet each 
shall serve the other [to create 
the greatest advantage for all].”

In an era when we are in 
desperate need of international 
cooperation and collaboration 
on an unprecedented scale to 
solve challenges that a�ect the 
survival and �ourishing of the 
human race, perhaps we are 
in need of rereadings of our 
stories that encourage us to see 
the potential of new coopera-
tive paradigms that we never 
thought may have existed. l

Rabbi Nathan Martin serves as the 
associate rabbi at Congregation 
Beth Israel of Media and heads the 
Board of Pennsylvania Interfaith 
Power and Light, a nonprofit 
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respond to climate change and 
pursue climate justice. The Board 
of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia 
is proud to provide diverse 
perspectives on Torah commentary 
for the Jewish Exponent. The 
opinions expressed in this column 
are the author’s own and do not 
reflect the view of the Board of 
Rabbis.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

by the corner of Shady and 
Wilkins avenues throughout 
the day, with many �nding 
comfort at the nearby tent, 
where therapists and canine 
advocates stood ready to 
welcome passersby.

Alliyah Kimbrough and 
Stephanie Rodriguez, both 
from UpStreet Pittsburgh, a 
teen mental health program of 
JFCS, said some people wanted 
to talk, while others enjoyed 
petting the dogs. One woman 
showed up on a bike and le� 
cookies that she said Jerry 
Rabinowitz would have liked.

People seemed grateful, 
Rodriguez said, that someone 
was there to support them.

Around 1:30 p.m. almost 
50 middle and high school 
students from Hillel Academy 
of Pittsburgh arrived at the 
Tree of Life building to recite 
Psalms.

What happened there three 
years ago is very much “a part 
of their history,” said Rabbi 
Yisroel Smith, an assistant 
principal at the school. “It’s 
important for the students 
to come here and re�ect on 
the people who died and 
the event.”

Although most of the 
teenagers were in Pittsburgh 
on Oct. 27, 2018, two members 

of the group were not: Israeli 
natives Ruth Goren and Efrat 
Schusshein arrived in Pittsburgh 
a few weeks ago to serve a year of 
voluntary national service.

Neither Goren nor 
Schusshein had come to the 
corner of Wilkins and Shady 
prior to Oct. 27. Standing there 
helped them appreciate the city 
they’d heard so much about 
prior to their arrival.

“Being here makes us feel 
connected to the whole commu-
nity of Pittsburgh,” Goren said.

Schusshein said she got the 
feeling that people wanted 
“to be together and support 
each other.”

Barb Feige, Tree of Life’s 
executive director, said that 

throughout the day several 
people walked by and le� 
mementos. Others signed 
the guest book or o�ered a 
kind word to people standing 
nearby. Many individuals 
drove by and o�ered acknowl-
edgment by honking or waving 
from their cars.

Whereas the �rst year a�er 
the attack felt very traumatic, 
and the second year was largely 
dictated by the pandemic, this 
year people seemed to be devel-
oping more of a routine in how 
they approach the day or the 
building, Feige said.

“�ere’s a lot of us who are 
still grieving in our own ways, 
and healing isn’t a straight 
path,” she said. She thinks 

people are beginning to �gure 
out for themselves “what they 
need to do to heal.”

Tree of Life was there to 
help with that, having people 
on site ready to listen, Feige 
explained, because as much as 
the congregation is committed 
to honoring the victims, the 
focus is also on supporting the 
community.

�e aim of Tree of Life on 
Oct. 27, and the other 364 days 
a year, she said, “is give back 
as much as we can, just be here 
and say thank you.” l

Adam Reinherz is a sta� writer with 
the Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle, an 
a�liated publication of the Jewish 
Exponent.

Tree
Continued from Page 6
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 KAHAN-GOLDSCHEIDER

Ruth z”l and Stephen H. Saks of Lansdale 
announce the engagement of their grand-
daughter, Roni Kahan, to Yonah Goldscheider.

�e parents are Amy z”l and Dr. Jeremy 
Kahan of Jerusalem and Karen and Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider of Jerusalem.

Roni received a B.A. in psychology from 
Stern College of Yeshiva University. She is a bus 
director for Girls Israel Volunteer Experience of 
the National Council of Synagogue Youth and a 
maker of sheitels.

Yonah is pursuing a B.A. in communications 
and English literature at Bar-Ilan University.

A wedding in Israel is planned for early 2022. Photo by Tovah Kahan

 MILLER

Diane and Murray Miller of Philadelphia 
were honored at Reform Congregation 
Keneseth Israel in Elkins Park on the 
occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary 
on Oct. 16.

Photo by Elliot Miller

Bucks County Rabbis and Cantors Council 
Issues Statement About Recent Antisemitism
THE BUCKS COUNTY RABBIS and Cantors 
Council issued a statement Oct. 28 denouncing 
antisemitic language, threats of violence and racism 
made in recent weeks against county school board 
members, particularly the Pennsbury School District.

Pennsbury School Board President Christine 
Toy-Dragoni has told the media that said she had 
received threatening emails, social media messages 
and cellphone messages because of the district’s 
imposition of a mask mandate to combat the 
pandemic.

“If all of this wasn’t disgusting enough, several 
e-mails my fellow board members have received 
are violently antisemitic,” Toy-Dragoni said. “Many 
messages, including the threat of rape against my 
family members and me, were anti-immigrant. Other 
messages were horri�cally transphobic.”

Newsweek reported that Toy-Dragoni released 
censored screenshots of messages that included the 
phrases “Death to the Jew” and “Good men are 
waking up to the Jew sickness.” Another message said 
that she was “lucky” that parents did not “kill you and 
your whole family.”

In response, the council issued a statement signed 
by 11 members that, in part, reads:

“�e threats of violence, racist language, and 
antisemitic comments have no place in our commu-
nity or in our country.  We, the leaders of the 
Bucks County Jewish community, stand together to 
condemn the threats of physical violence and hateful 
language in the strongest terms. 

“We call upon all members of our community to 
condemn the threats of violence and to refrain from 
the use of any language that may be considered racist, 
homophobic, transphobic, and antisemitic.  We plead 
with elected school board members, elected o�cials, 
and the community at large to return to the use of 
civil discourse and to show respect for one another as 
human beings ...

“Our children are watching and learning from 
our words and our actions. We want our children to 
debate the issues and respect the democratic process 
passionately and respectfully without fear of violence 
or bigoted attacks.”

A “Vigil to Unite Against Extremism, Hate & 
Violence” was held Nov. 1 at the Garden of Re�ection 
in Yardley.

Jewish Community Contributor
Don Wolfe Waldman Dies at 86
Don Wolfe Waldman, who was active in multiple 
Jewish community organizations throughout his life, 

died Sept. 22. He was 86.
A native of Philadelphia, he worked with his 

father, brother and son in the heating oil business his 
grandfather founded. He was a principal of Waldman 
Oil, Stott Waldman and Duck Island Terminal, 
which were wholesalers and distributors of petroleum 
products.

Waldman participated in several missions to Israel 
and was active in the Abramson Center for Jewish 
Life, JCC Central Board and the Jewish Federation 
board of trustees. He was a member of Congregation 
Adath Jeshurun, served on its board of trustees and 
endowed its Hebrew Arts Series. He also served as 
the president of the Jewish Community Centers of 
Philadelphia. l

COMMUNITYBRIEFS

ANNIVERSARY ENGAGEMENT

 Don Waldman
Courtesy of Goldsteins’  

Rosenberg’s-Raphael Sacks

www.jewishexponent.com
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several pieces of chicken in the 
pan. Do not crowd the pan; a 
large skillet holds 3-4 pieces 
at most.

Cover and cook the chicken 
for 6 minutes. At 3 minutes, 
raise the lid and, using tongs, 
check that the chicken is not 
sticking to the bottom. Replace 
the cover. At 6 minutes, �ip 
the chicken pieces and cook 
them for another 6 minutes. 
Remove the chicken from the 
pan and place it back on the 
rack. Repeat this process until 
all pieces are fried.

Place the chicken on the 
rack over the pan in the oven 
and allow it to cook for about 
20 minutes. �is ensures that 
the chicken is cooked through 
without drying it. Serve 
immediately.

CARROT SLAW
Serves 4 generously

Use the freshest carrots you 
can �nd; the �avor and crisp-
ness make a big di�erence.

10 large carrots, unpeeled, 
ends removed

1  small onion
1  scant handful fresh 

parsley
¼  cup mayonnaise
¼  cup plain Greek yogurt
Juice of ½ lemon
¼  cup pickle juice
Salt and pepper to taste

Using a food processor, 
shred the carrots, onions and 
parsley. Place them in a bowl 
and add the remaining ingre-
dients. Toss to blend, and 
allow the mixture to sit for 
several hours for maximum 
�avor. l

COMMUNITY / deaths
DEATH NOTICES

AARON
Paul Meyer Aaron, passed away on October
24,  2021.  Husband  of  the  late  Ruth  �nee
Perl�. Father of Miriam �Rick� Sebek and the
late Michael  Aaron.  Brother of  -ack Aaron,
Estelle Fleischer and the late Martin Aaron.
Grandfather of  Sara �-ason� Kreisman and
Rabbi -oel �Eliana� Seltzer. Great-Grandfath-
er of Isaac, Samuel, Asher and Nili Kreisman,
and Ayelet, Talia and Noa Seltzer. Contribu-
tions in his memory may be made to Camp
R a m a h  i n  t h e  P o c o n o s
w w w . r a m a h p o c o n o s . o r g

GOLDSTEINSp ROSENBERGpS
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

BERKOW
Esther Berkow u beloved mother and grand-
mother,  pioneer  nurse  practitioner,  and
champion of children u died on October 14,
2021 in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. Esther was
born in Chicago and grew up in Baltimore,
Maryland. After high school, Esther trained as
a registered nurse and then married her high
school sweetheart, Robert Berkow, who was
studying  medicine.  Esther  accompanied
Robert while he completed a stint in the U.S.
Air Force, before they settled in Rochester,
New York. In 196�, as one of only si[ parti-
cipants, Esther completed a brand-new pilot
program to become a nurse practitioner. She
went on to specialize in pediatric medicine,
starting in Rochester, where she partnered
with Dr. Cenie Cafarelli.  Esther liked to say
that she had five hundred children under the
age  of  twelve  u  her  beloved  patients.  In
19��, the family moved to the Philadelphia
area, where Esther helped found and then led
a well-baby clinic under the auspices of the
9isiting Nurses Association in Lansdale, PA.
In this role, she served hundreds of low-in-
come mothers and their children u and in
some cases their grandchildren u over the
ne[t two decades. Throughout her life, Esth-
er contributed to the fight for social and ra-
cial Mustice and advocated for children, with
whom she always fostered a special connec-
tion. A life-long learner, she pursued a range
of interests and devoted time and energy to
developing her many creative talents and e[-
ploring  her  love  of  nature.  Most  of  all,
however,  Estherps signature gift  to all  who
crossed  her  path  manifested  through  her
generous and caring nature,  her  kindness,
and her focused desire and ability to nurture
others. She e[ercised an impressive level of
agency throughout her life u drawing on her
fiercely independent spirit to chart her own
course, guided always by a set of deeply held
values and a strong moral compass. Esther is
survived by three children of her own u Mi-
chael,  Ruth  �Ron-deceased�,  and  Susan
�Pierre� u along with her adopted-by-prac-
tice daughter Nancy and four grandchildren
u Rachel, Naomi, Ben, and -oseph. All who
knew her will sorely miss her presence but
take comfort  from the precious,  cherished
memories that remain. The family would dir-
ect anyone interested in making a donation in
Estherps  memory  to  Smile  Train  and  the
NAACP  Legal  Defense  Fund.

-OSEPH LE9INE and SONS
www.levinfuneral.com
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DEATH NOTICES

COHAN
Robert M.Cohan, October 24, 2021, of Phila.,
PA� beloved husband of Elaine �nee Lands-
burg� and the late Lois �nee Bacharach�� lov-
ing father of Daniel Cohan �Sara�, Gary Co-
han, David Cohan �Rene�, -ean Chatzky �Eli-
ot  Kaplan�,  Eric  Sherman and David  Sher-
man �Allison Kettlewell��  cherished grand-
father of Elizabeth, Rachel, -ake, -ulia, Ellie,
BenMamin,  Cydney,  Dylan,  -essica  and
Stephanie.  Bob  was  a  proud  graduate  of
Central  High School,  Class  19�.  Contribu-
tions in Robertps memory may be made to
Survivor Mitzvah ProMect �www.survivorm-
itzvah.org�.

-OSEPH LE9INE and SONS
www.levinefuneral.com

FELDMAN
Dr.  -ulian  David  Feldman  �-ud�,  of  Phil-
adelphia passed away on October 2�, 2021 at
the age of ��.  He was a devoted husband to
Sunny Feldman, loving father of Beth �Ben�
and Michael �Savannah�, and proud grand-
father to Daniel, Samantha, 9ale and Charley.
-ud  graduated  from  Lower  Merion  High
School, Penn State University and -efferson
Medical College.  He practiced Obstetrics and
Gynecology for more than 40 years, bringing
thousands of babies into the world.  Services
will be private. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a contribution to The -ulian and Sunny
Feldman  Endowed  Scholarship  at  Cooper
Medical School of Rowan University go.row-
an.edu/feldmanmemorial.

GOLDSTEINSp ROSENBERGpS
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

FINKEL
Miriam Finkel �nee Lippman�, age 94, passed
away October 2�, 2021. Beloved wife of the
late Morris Finkel. Loving mother of Kenneth
Finkel  �Margaret  O.  Kirk�,  Amy  Finkel
�Richard -. Braemer�, the late Ned H. Finkel,
and daughter-in-law, Tawnya Finkel. She was
predeceased by her  brothers Nathan Lipp-
man and Richard Lippman, and her twin sis-
ter, Hannah Pickett. Loving grandmother of
Kirk N. Finkel �Samantha�, BenMamin -. Finkel
�Caitlin�,  Mack  S.  Finkel,  Elizabeth  Isanuk
�Daniel�, Kathryn Braemer �Matthew�, Abby
Richardson  �Dominic�  and  Molly  Finkel,
great-grandmother of Leo Isanuk, Naomie Is-
anuk and Theo Richardson. Contributions in
her memory may be made to Reform Con-
gregation  Keneseth  Israel-General  Fund,
�339 Old York Rd. Elkins Park, PA 1902�. A
memorial service will be announced at a later
date.

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com
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DEATH NOTICES

FRANKS
Saul Franks 193�-2021, October 26, 2021.
Beloved husband of almost 6� years to his
late darling wife, Adele G. Devoted father of
Gail Franks, Stuart �Toby� Franks and -acki
�Richard�  Heaco[.  Proud  grandfather  of
-ason  Franks,  Torey  �Sara�  Franks,  Colby
Franks Pellegrini �Kay�, Shane Heaco[, Blaise
Heaco[  and  Remi  Heaco[.  Proud  great
grandfather of Arthur �Artie� Franks and be-
loved dog, the late RaMah. Saul very proudly
served his country as a United States Marine.

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

wwww.goldsteinsfuneral.com

GREISLER
Marc Greisler  �/24/�9 -  9/20/21,  Father  of
Grant Greisler 	 Austin Greisler. Brother of
Scott Greisler. Services were private. Contri-
butions in his memory may be made to: The
American Cancer Society or to a charity of
the donorps choice.

KAUFFMAN
Harriet M. Kaufman �nee Risack� October 26,
2021, of Lafayette Hill, PA, formerly of Wood-
bridge, N-, wife of the late -erry, mother of
Sherri  �Dr. Laurence� Belkoff,  and Kenneth
�Debra�  Kaufman,  sister  of  Sandra  Sovel,
grandmother  of  -oshua  Belkoff,  Emily
Belkoff, Dr. Andie Belkoff and -eremy Kauf-
man. Mrs. Kaufman was a graduate of The
New  -ersey  State  Teachers  College  and
taught early childhood education. She took
piano lessons at the -uilliard School of Mu-
sic.  Contributions  in  her  memory  may  be
made to the Caron Foundation, 243 N. Galen
Hall Rd., Wernersville, PA 19�6�.

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

LANDESBERG
Marcia Landesberg �nee Passon� on October
26, 2021. Beloved wife of the late Harold L.�
Loving mother of Fern L. Myers �Tim�, Geof-
frey Landesberg �Gail�,  and David Landes-
berg �Amy�� Devoted grandmother of Gavin
�Taisa�, Ella, Noah, Griffin, and Maia. Contri-
butions in her memory may be made to Is-
rael  Tennis  and  Education  Centers,  16�  E.
�6th  St.,  2nd  Fl.,  New  York,  NY  10022,
www.itecenters.org

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

MAGA=INER
Edith B. Magaziner, on October 2�th at the
age of  94.  Loving mother  of  Rob �Sheryl�,
-onathan  �Hilary  Marcus�,  and  Diane
Magaziner �Mark Sheppard�� adoring grand-
mother  of  Sarah,  Alison,  Leah,  BenMamin,
Noah  and  Maayan.  Contributions  in  her
memory may be made to the Hearing Loss
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a
w w w . h e a r i n g l o s s . o r g / d o n a t e

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

ROSEN
Shirlee Rosen �nee Garfinkel�, September 4,
2021 of Philadelphia, PA� beloved wife of the
late  Herbert  Rosen�  loving  mother  of  Fern
Renee Rosen �fiancÆe Brian Masek� and cher-
ished aunt of Shelley Aten. Contributions in
Shirleeps memory may be made to Memorial
S l o a n  K e t t e r i n g  C a n c e r  C e n t e r
�giving.mskcc.org� or a charity of the donorps
choice.

-OSEPH LE9INE and SONS
www.levinefuneral.com

LIFESTYLE/CULTURE

Chicken
Continued from Page 16

Honor  
the memory  

of your 
loved one …

CALL 215-832-0749  
TO PLACE YOUR  
YAHRTZEIT AD.



JEWISHEXPONENT.COM  JEWISH EXPONENT NOVEMBER 4, 2021     23

COMMUNITY / deaths

PEARLSTEIN
It is with much love and profound sadness
that we report the passing of -oan Ostrum
Pearlstein of Philadelphia on October 2�th,
peacefully surrounded by her family, at the
age of �3. -oan was a woman of many in-
terests: an avid reader, an active member of
Beth Am Israel synagogue, a devoted sports
fan, and an athlete herself. When she wasnpt
playing tennis or golf you could see her root-
ing for the Eagles or passionately following
the Phillies. She had been a baseball fan
since she was a girl, when she and a friend
founded and were co-presidents of the Lou
Limmer Fan Club �of the old Philadelphia
Aps�, of which they were the only two mem-
bers. -oan was the center of her e[tended
family, and especially cherished her special
relationship with her si[ grandchildren. As a
mother she spent endless hours driving her
kids to and from their practices and watch-
ing every single game, and did the same as a
grandmother. Her generosity and love went
beyond words. -oan Hannah Ostrum was
born on December 24, 193� in Germantown,
and grew up above her fatherps pharmacy,
where as a little girl she would assist making
milkshakes in the old-fashioned soda foun-
tain. She graduated with a degree in Educa-
tion from Temple in 19�� and began teach-
ing at Stokley Elementary School in Straw-
berry Mansion. In 1960 -oan loaned a dress
to a girlfriend who had a date with a young
med student, and dragged him over to -oanps
house to show it off. Two weeks later that
med student, Phil Pearlstein, asked -oan out
on their first date. They went on to marry and
spend 60 wonderful years together. -oan was
incredibly resilient and overcame the loss of
her own mother as a small child to create a
wonderful life for herself, her husband, and
their three beautiful children. She and Phil
loved the -ersey shore, and spent much of
their free time in a house they bought in
9entnor, N- in 1966. In addition to raising
their children and overseeing Philps medical
practice, -oan always had an artistic eye and
an elegant sense of style, which led to a re-
warding career as an antique dealer. Keeping
fit was also a priority: Every morning for 40
years -oan and her dear friend Bobbie would
walk for miles, then Moin the regulars at Mur-
rayps Delicatessen for breakfast. -oan was an
intensely strong woman. Before succumbing
to a glioblastoma, she had survived two pre-
vious cancers and was even hit by a car in
2019 and walked away without a scratch, at-
tending her usual Pilates class that same af-
ternoon. She always talked about how lucky
she was to have such a loving and close fam-
ily, and fought till the end to be with them.
Because of that determination, in the last si[
months of her life she was present to celeb-
rate various family milestones, including an
elementary school graduation, two college
graduations, her 60th wedding anniversary,
and the weddings of her two oldest grand-
children. She was very insistent how grateful
she was to have had such a great life. -oan is
survived by her husband Philip, her children
Robert �Cindy�, Ferne �Robert Edwards�, and
-ames �Karen�, her grandchildren Haley �Billy
Haberstroh�, Ian �-enny�, Ale[, -ake, -enna,
and Eloise, and her sister Frances Ostrum
Gould. She was pre-deceased by her mother
Freda, her father Isadore, and her sister Shir-
ley Ostrum Tapper. Graveside services were
held on Wednesday, October 2�, 2021, at
Haym Salomon Memorial Park, Frazer, PA.
Memorial donations may be made to a char-
ity of your choice in -oanps memory.

-OSEPH LE9INE and SONS
www.levinefuneral.com
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SCHWAM
Ronnie  �Rosalind  -ane�  Schwam  �nee
Merow�, age 91, passed away peacefully on
October 23, 2021, in hospice, after a five year
battle with Dementia. Wife of Gerry and best
soulmate for �0 years. Mother of Ellen and
Lou Nolan and Sally and Pat Serio. Grand-
mother of Matt and Adrienne, -eff, Peter and
Rebekah, Kevin and Shelby. Mother of Kenny
who unfortunately passed away 20 years ago.
A true renaissance woman, world traveler in-
cluding all seven continents, an entrepreneur
with great taste and vision who ran her own
interior design firm and even a licensed air-
plane  pilot.  A  homemaker,  social  worker,
school  teacher  were  among her  many  en-
deavorps.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of
Pennsylvania where she spent as much time
with Gerry in  the Architectural  School  and
she did  in  the College for  Women.  Ronnie
loved to travel and was the consummate or-
ganizer  of  trips to distant  places including
Antarctica, all the time collecting more things
than anyone should. Ronnieps happiest mo-
ments were when she was giving to others.
She will be remembered, missed, and forever
loved. Contributions in her memory may be
made to the Alzheimerps Association, 2�9�
Interstate Drive Harrisburg, PA 1��10.

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

STEIN
Shirley Stein died at home in Needham, MA,
Oct.19, surrounded by family. Age 100. A pi-
oneer,  Shirley  was one of  the original  and
most successful party planners in Phila, cre-
ating magical events for 40 years. Lifelong
Main Line resident, known for her kindness,
strength,  generosity,  great  style,  supreme
sense of humor, and roast chicken. Her beau-
tiful home, the site of so many happy celeb-
rations. Predeceased by husband of �0 years,
Harold, Shirley is survived by children Bob-
bie  �Michael  -affe�,  -udy,  Marcia  �Walter
Adams�, Andrew �Carol�, � grandchildren, �
great  grandchildren,  niece  Geri  Reinhardt
�Scott�,  family and friends. Private funeral.
Contributions can be made to Good Shep-
herd  Hospice,  Newton,  MA or  The  Barnes
Foundation. Phila. Flower Girl, she will bloom
in our hearts forever.

GOLDSTEINSp ROSENBERGpS
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com

TAFFLIN
Mildred Tafflin �nee Sobel�, on October 21,
2021.  Beloved wife of the late Robert Tafflin.
Devoted mother of Dr. Marc �Cynthia� Tafflin
and Dr.  Dennis H. �Ricki�  Tafflin.   Devoted
Grandmother  of  -ordan  �Lisa�,  -essica,
Lauren �Michael� Catania and -onathan �Sab-
rina�. Loving Great-Grandmother of Daniel,
Brooke and -ulia. She is predeceased by her
parents, Samuel and Anna Sobel, sisters Sara
�Sam� Spivack and Myrtle Sobel, and brother,
Marvin �Lorraine� Sobel. Contributions in her
memory may be made to Shir Ami Congrega-
tion,  101  Richboro  Road,  Newtown,  PA
1�940  www.shirami.org

GOLDSTEINS
 ROSENBERG
S
RAPHAEL-SACKS

www.goldsteinsfuneral.com
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DEATH NOTICES

=AKUTO
Bernard L.  =akuto,  age 94,  on October 23,
2021� of Philadelphia, PA, where he resided
all his life. Bernard was a widower. He mar-
ried Margaret �nee Paltenstein� in 19�2, they
were  married  for  2�  years  before  her  un-
timely passing. He was the loving father of
-oel �Terry�,  Annette, David �Lizabeth� and
the  late  Marc  �Nessa��  devoted  brother  of
Shirley  Ann  Berger  �Gerald��  cherished
grandfather  of  Malka  Laya,  Bayla  Shifra,
Maita, Brocha, Ahuva Miriam,  Milana, -ason
and Amber� also survived by 1� great-grand-
children  and  counting,  as  well  as  many
nieces, nephews and friends whom he loved
dearly and loved him, including his compan-
ion of  30 years  the  late  Shirley  Schechter.
Bernard served in WWII and was a very hard
worker.  He loved dancing,  great  food,  fine
dining, beautiful destinations for vacations,
and loved to treat both his friends and family
to all of that. He will be greatly missed.

-OSEPH LE9INE and SONS
www.levinefuneral.com
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KKKKKK
SOUTH TERRACE-New Listing
Former model condo. Spacious,
upgraded 1 BD, 1 BA, open gal-
ley kitchen with quartz counters
and back splash, recessed refri-
gerator, microwave, dishwash-
er,  upgraded gas range. Large
living room with sliders to patio.
Spacious,  upgraded  marble
shower,  linen  closet,  custom
lighting  and  closets,  ceiling
fans,  washer/dryer,  new heat-
ing  and  AC,  separately  con-
trolled, heat included in condo
fee.  Outdoor  electric  and  out-
door  grilling  permitted.  Near
lobby for easy access to build-
ing  entrance  and  parking.  2
small  pets  ok.  �1�9,900

TOWER-3  LISTINGS
-UST REDUCED

TOWER-  6th  floor,  spacious
corner, 1 BD, 1.� BA, open eat-
in  kitchen  with  breakfast  bar,
modern wood floors, bedroom
suite, lots of closets, new dish-
washer,  new  refrigerator,  full
size  washer/dryer,  sunny  bal-
cony, available immediately� 24
hour doorman, basement stor-
age, pool, laundry room, lots of
parking, cable package only �91
per  month  Available  immedi-
ately  Must  reduced  �169,900

TOWER- Available immediately.
�th floor, 1 BD, 1 BA plus den,
large living room. Granite coun-
ters, newer kitchen appliances.
Huge balcony overlooking pool.
Heat/AC,  24  hour  doorman,
basement  storage,  pool,  laun-
dry room, lots of parking, cable
package  only  �91  per  month�
-ust  reduced  �139,900

TOWER--9th  fl  1  BD,  1.�  BA,
new  washer/dryer,  large  kit-
chen,  new  wood  floors,  lots
c lose ts ,  cus tom  l igh t ing .
mirrored  wall,  large  balcony
with tree view over looking the
pool. �1�9,000

NORTH TERRACE-1st  floor,  2
BD, 2 BA, open kitchen, full size
vented  washer/dryer ,  new
heat/AC,  neutral  ww  carpets,
new  air  conditioning,  custom
closets,  handicapped  access-
ible, ground level, convenient to
lobby,  parking  near  entrance,
sunny patio. Great opportunity�
Convenient  to lobby.  Available
immediately�  �219,900

 KKKKKK
TOWER-  1  BD,  1  BA,  modern
kitchen,  wood  floors,  lots  of
closets, custom lighting, sunny
balcony, gym, pool, 24 hr. door-
man,  includes  util it ies  and
cable,  storage.  �1400

610-667-9999
Realtor® Emeritus.

5 Star winner, Philly Mag
*RRJOH HDUYH\ SNODURII
oakhillcondominiums.com

www.JewishExponent.com

facebook.com/jewishexponent 

Follow us on

@jewishexponent

CONDO RENTAL

BALA CYNWYD
Sutton Terrace Condos 1 BD,
1 BA unit. Just totally redone
in 2021. All new appl., floor-
ing, great view. Luxurious
condo building with pool, ten-
nis courts & gym, easy ac-
cess to cc, minutes to ex-
pressway and turnpike. 24/7
doorman and plenty of onsite
parking. Must see! �����

Call Fern Simon, Realtor
For all appointments

215-896-2062
Hurry this will not last long!

SEASHORE RENT

Lower Chelsea, 1 block to
Ventnor, next to Shul, 10 bed-
rooms, 4.5 baths, c/a, fully
furnished. Summer or long
term rental.

������������

INSTRUCTION

EDUCATION PLUS
Private tutoring, all subMects,

elemen.-college, SAT/ACT prep.
� days/week.

E[pd. 	 motivated instructors.
 �21����6-1096

www.educationplusinc.com

HOUSEHOLD GOODS WANTED

DOWNSI=ING
OR CLEANING OUT"

1 man
s trash/another man
s
treasure

Call -oel 21�-94�-2�1�
CASH IN YOUR CLOSET INC.

Licensed and Bonded
 ESTATE SALES

ARTS & ANTIQUES

Marc Chagall original litho-
graphs from $225 framed,
mint condition and original
water colors w/ Committee
Chagall Certificate $12,500.
������������

CELLULAR PHONES/PAGERS

MO17E)IORE &EME7ER<
2 adj. plots, Memorial Park,
Sec C, Lot H, Graves 1 & 2
includes opening $6500 for
both, Call 305-495-8277

mtracht508@aol.com

CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE

HAR -EH8'A &EME7ER<
2 Plots, Graves 16 & 17, Sec.
Garden of Memories, next to
walkway and bench. Origin-
ally $2950 per plot, asking
$3650 for both, including
transfer fees.

������������

ROOSE9EL7
MEMORIAL PARK

A3, Row A, Level 5 $9,500
obo 215-688-3029

ROOSE9EL7
MEMORIAL PARK

Granite Monument Section D
Spaces 1, 2, 3 & 4 $7700.00
obo. All extras included, must
be sold together.

Call 610-998-5197
octoberfire22@gmail.com

SHALOM MEMORIAL CEMETERY
RE'8&E' PRI&E

Shalom Memorial Cemetery
and Jewish law permit two
burials in the same plot. One
plot for sale Prime location
JACOB ll 702 plot 3 or 4
includes granite base, 28X18
(with installation) and marker.
Just off the walk and drive-
ways. Best offer. *** Owning
the deed of a plot with Dignity
Memorial, allows for you to
transfer the deed to any other
Dignity cemetery… No wor-
ries about moving to Florida.
Call Jill for more info - 215-
284-4004

SHALOM MEMORIAL PARK
F O R S A L E , R E D U C E D
PRICE - GREAT LOCATION
TWO PLOTS AND 3FT
DOUBLE WIDE GRANITE
MONUMENT INCLUDED.
CALL 954-873-2949 OR
EMAIL Moniw328@gmail.com

SITUATION WANTED

Caring & Reliable
Experienced & Trained
BONDED & LICENSED

Available 24/7
20 Years Experience

Very Affordable
215-477-1050

Caregiver/Companionship/
Light Housekeeping

Great Refs, Flexible hrs,
Great Bargain!! 267-456-5615

LEGAL NOTICES

CBS Kosher  Food  Program is  a
federally funded non-profit  food
program that provides Day Cares,
Schools, After Schools, and Sum-
mer  Food  Programs with  nutri-
tious child-friendly meals. Entit-
ies are invited to request a pro-
posal to bid on the rental of com-
missary  for  three  years  lease
agreement.Request  for  RFP
should be emailed to s.dear#cbs-
foodprogram.com by November
12, 2021 with reference �RFAD-
9CY22-24.  The  awarded  entity
will  be  notified  in  writing  by
December  10,  2021.

Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of
section 19�� of  the Pennsylvania
Business Corporation Law of 19��,
notice is hereby given that E9ER-
GREEN  CONTRACTORS,  INC.  is
currently in the process of volun-
tarily dissolving.

To place an ad in the 
Real Estate Section
call  215.832.0749

LEGAL NOTICES

Lastrai 1�61 Inc has been incorpor-
ated  under  the  provisions  of  the
Pennsylvania  Business  Corpora-
tion  Law  of  19��.
Giuseppe M. Rollo, Esq.
-oseph M. Rollo 	 Associates
2�2� S. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 1914�

NOTICE  OF  RENEWAL  APPLICA-
TION  FOR  A  PAWNBROKER  LI-
CENSE
Notice  is  given  that  Kensington
Gold and Silver did on November 4,
2021  submit  to  the  Common-
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Depart-
ment of Banking, an application for
renewal licensure of a pawnbroker
office at this location, which is as
follows:  1�02  E.  Allegheny  Ave.
Philadelphia  PA  19134.  All  inter-
ested  persons  may  file  written
comments in favor of or in opposi-
tion  to  the  application,  with  the
Pawnbroker  Hear ing  Of f icer ,
Pennsylvania Department of Bank-
ing, 1� N. 2nd St., Suite 1300, Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania 1�101-2290.
All  comments  to  be  considered
must  be  received  by  the  Depart-
ment within thirty �30� days from
the date of this newspaper publica-
tion.
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COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  -
PHILA. COUNTY - CI9IL TRIAL DI9.
- Oct.  Term o20/NO. 201002146 -
Fishtown  Kensington  Area  Busi-
ness Improvement District and Sci-
oli Turco, Inc., Petitioners vs. Phil-
adelphia Brotherhood Rescue Mis-
sion, Inc. a/k/a The Temple Broth-
erhood Psychotherapeutic Institute,
Respondent  t  SubMect  Property:
401-40� E. Girard Ave., Phila., PA
1912�/OPA/BRT:  ��1442�10  	
��1442�30 - ORDER - AND NOW,
9/14/21, upon consideration of Pe-
titionerps  Motion  for  Alternative
Service, and the testimony presen-
ted at the status hearing of 9/14/21,
it  is  hereby  ORDERED  and  DE-
CREED that Petitionerps Motion is
GRANTED,  Pet i t ioner  hav ing
demonstrated a good faith investig-
ation into the location of Respond-
ent Philadelphia Brotherhood Res-
cue Mission, Inc. a/k/a The Temple
Brotherhood Psychotherapeutic In-
stitute,  and  good  faith  efforts  to
serve  Respondent.



     NOVEMBER 4, 2021     25JEWISH EXPONENTJEWISHEXPONENT.COM

WANTED TO BUY LEGAL SERVICES

ADVERTISE YOUR LEGAL NOTICES
AND LEGAL SERVICES

WE GUARANTEE 
THE BEST RATES!

WE CIRCULATE THROUGHOUT THE
TRI-STATE AREA (PA, NJ, DE)

CALL THE CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT FOR DETAILS

215-832-0749 or 215-832-0750
classifi ed@jewishexponent.com

FAX: 215-832-0785

ATTORNEYS!

SEASHORE SALE

MARGATE  $ 2,899,000
FIRST BLOCK NORTH PARK-
WAY NEW CONSTRUCTION! 
5 BEDS, 4.5 BATHS WITH 

ELEVATOR AND POOL!

VENTNOR $499,000
GORGEOUS 2 BEDROOM, 1 
BATH IN 5000 BOARDWALK! 
INCREDIBLE OCEAN VIEWS 
FROM PRIVATE BALCONY!

MARGATE $1,229,000
PARKWAY & MOVE IN 
READY!! RANCHER WITH 
3 BEDS, 2 FULL BATHS! 
NEW KITCHEN & BATHS!

VENTNOR  $1,800,000
FULLY RENOVATED ST. LEON-
ARDS TRACT BEAUTY! 6 BEDS, 
6 FULL BATHS ON HUGE 
LOT WITH IN-GROUND POOL!

MARGATE $1,599,000
PARKWAY CORNER PROPERTY! 
5 BEDROOM, 3 FULL BATH WITH 
CONVENIENT 1ST FL BEDROOM 

SUITE! MOVE RIGHT IN!

VENTNOR $495,000
LARGEST UNIT IN 
THE VENTNOR OCEAN 
CONDOS! 3 BR, 2 BA 
FACING THE OCEAN!   

MARGATE  $539,000
2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH IN 
9600 ATLANTIC! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS & BAY VIEWS 
RIGHT FROM YOUR BALCONY!

MARGATE  $230,000
MOVE-IN READY 1 BED-
ROOM, 1 BATH PET 
FRIENDLY UNIT LOCATED 
IN THE PARKWAY SECTION!

VENTNOR  $399,000
WELL MAINTAINED 3 BED, 
2 BATH RANCH ON HUGE 
70X80 CORNER LOT! EASY 
LIVING ALL ON ONE FLOOR! 

LOWER CHELSEA $849,000
STUNNING BEACH-
BLOCK TOWNHOME 
WITH OCEANVIEWS, 4 
BEDROOMS & 3.5 BATHS!

VENTNOR  $299,900
LARGE CORNER PROPERTY 
READY FOR YOUR DREAM 
HOME WITH BAY VIEWS!! 
GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD!

MARGATE $1,200,000
3 BEDROOM, 2 FULL BATH 
NEW CONSTRCUTION 
TOWNHOME WITH BAY 
VIEWS! TWO AVAILABLE!

LOVE where you LIVE HHT Office
609-487-7234

NEW PRICE! NEW LISTING! NEW PRICE! 

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW PRICE! NEW LISTING! 

 9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate 
8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate
 9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate 
8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate
 9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate  9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate  9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate  9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate  9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate  9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate 
8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate
 9211 Ventnor Avenue, Margate 
8017 Ventnor Avenue, Margate

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! 

*TOP 10
in the country out of all 

Berkshire Hathaway agents
*GCI 2019

VOTED 
ATLANTIC COUNTY 

BOARD OF REALTORS 
2020 REALTOR OF 

THE YEAR! 

www.HartmanHomeTeam.com

**OPEN HOUSE SAT&SUN 10AM-12PM**  
5903 MARSHALL AVE

To Place a Classified Ad
CALL: NICOLE MCNALLY  215.832.0749  

MATCHMAKING

MEET YOUR MATCH!
Place your ad to find companionship,  

friendship and love.
You may include your email/phone number in the ad.

If you choose not to, you will be given a JE Box Number and  
any letter responses will be forwarded to you as received.

To reply to a JE Box Number: 
Address your reply to: 

JE Box (     ) 
*Attn: Classified Department* 

2100 Arch St. 4th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

CALL 215-832-0749
Check out https://wwdbam.com/podcasts/jewish-singles/  

for new conversation on today's Jewish singles world
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SPORTS CARD MARKET IS BOOMING!
Koufax, Clemente, Gretzky, Jordan, Brady etc.

 Consign or Sell Your Cards
Free Appraisals

Call or Text Steve at Rittenhouse Archives
215-514-3205 or email steve@scifi hobby.com

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

ESTATE NOTICES

Estate of Anna L. Petrilli aka Anna
Louise Petrilli� Petrilli, Anna L. aka
Petrilli, Anna Louise, Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the decedent to make payment
without delay to Modestina Mussa-
chio 31 Gasko Road, Mays Land-
ing, N- 0�330, E[ecutri[.
Buchanan Ingersoll 	 Rooney
Two Liberty Place, �3200�
�0 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102

ESTATE  OF  ARLENE  M.  POPPEL
a/k/a ARLENE POPPEL, DECEASED.
Late  of  Middletown  Township,
Bucks  County,  PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
STUART D.  POPPEL,  EXECUTOR,
c/o Karen F. Angelucci, Esq., 261�
Huntingdon Pike, Huntingdon 9al-
ley, PA 19006,
Or to his Attorney:
KAREN F. ANGELUCCI
SEMANOFF ORMSBY GREENBERG
	 TORCHIA, LLC
261� Huntingdon Pike
Huntingdon 9alley, PA 19006

ESTATE  OF  CANDICE  CHAPLIN,
DECEASED.
Late  of  Lower  Merion  Township,
Montgomery  County,  PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
NICOLE CHAPLIN, EXECUTRIX, c/o
Rebecca  Rosenberger  Smolen,
Esq.,  1 Bala Plaza,  Ste.  623, Bala
Cynwyd, PA 19004,
Or to her Attorney:
R E B E C C A  R O S E N B E R G E R
S M O L E N
BALA LAW GROUP, LLC
1 Bala Plaza, Ste. 623
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Estate  of  Celest ina  Figueroa�
Figueroa,  Celestina,  Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without delay to Nancy 9argas, c/o
Hope  Bosniak,  Esq.,  Dessen,
Moses 	 Rossitto, 600 Easton Rd.,
Willow Grove, PA 19090, E[ecutri[.
Dessen, Moses 	 Rossitto
600 Easton Rd.
Willow Grove, PA 19090

ESTATE NOTICES

Estate of Charles W, Sullivan� Sulli-
van, Charles W., Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without delay to -ohn Kaupas, c/o
Robert -. Donohue, -r., Esq., Dono-
hue  	  Donohue,  PC,  ��13  West
Chester  Pike,  Upper  Darby,  PA
190�2,  E[ecutor.
Donohue 	 Donohue, P.C.
��13 West Chester Pike
Upper Darby, PA 190�2

ESTATE OF DELORES -ONES, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay  to  PAULETTE  ROBINSON,
ADMINISTRATRIX, c/o -ay E. Kiv-
itz,  Esq.,  �901 Ogontz Ave.,  Phil-
adelphia,  PA 191�0,
Or to her Attorney:
-AY E. KI9IT=
KI9IT= 	 KI9IT=, P.C.
�901 Ogontz Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 191�0

ESTATE OF DOREEN ANN DA9IS,
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to DONNA M. BARRETT, AD-
MINISTRATRIX,  c/o  George  W.
Porter, Esq., 909 E. Chocolate Ave.,
Hershey, PA 1�033,
Or to her Attorney:
GEORGE W. PORTER
909 E. Chocolate Ave.
Hershey, PA 1�033

ESTATE  OF  ELAINE  ROBINSON,
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to Tammy Tanee Ruffin, Ad-
ministratri[,  c/o  Franca  Tavella,
Esq.,  Three  Logan  Square,  1�1�
Arch St.,  �th  Fl.,  Philadelphia,  PA
19103,
Or to her Attorney:
FRANCA TA9ELLA
KLEINBARD, LLC
Three Logan Square
1�1� Arch St., �th Fl.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE NOTICES

ESTATE OF ELEANORE S. SEGAL,
DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
LAWRENCE A. SEGAL, EXECUTOR,
c/o Amy F.  Steerman,  Esq.,  1900
Spruce St., Philadelphia, PA 19103,
Or to his Attorney:
AMY F. STEERMAN
AMY F. STEERMAN, LLC
1900 Spruce St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Estate  of  Enzo Lopergolo�  Loper-
golo,  EnzoDeceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without  delay  to  Mark Lopergolo,
2249 Waverly  Circle,  Warrington,
PA 1�9�6,  E[ecutor.
Andrew I. Roseman, Esquire
1�2� Walnut St.
Suite 1412
Philadelphia, PA 19102

ESTATE OF -AMES M. SHEA, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
ARDIS  SHEA,  EXECUTRIX,  c/o
Stephen  H.  Green,  Esq.,  200  S.
Broad St.,  Ste.  600,  Philadelphia,
PA 19102,
Or to her Attorney:
STEPHEN H. GREEN
ASTOR  WEISS  KAPLAN  	  MAN-
DEL,  LLP
200 S. Broad St., Ste. 600
Philadelphia, PA 19102

ESTATE  OF  -EAN  BROWN  a/k/a
-EAN  E.  BROWN,  DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to MICHAEL D. BROWN, AD-
MINISTRATOR,  c/o  -ay  E.  Kivitz,
Esq.,  �901  Ogontz  Ave.,  Phil-
adelphia,  PA  191�0
Or to his Attorney:
-AY E. KI9IT=
KI9IT= 	 KI9IT=, P.C.
�901 Ogontz Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 191�0

ESTATE NOTICES

ESTATE OF -OHN P.  BOYLE,  DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to DEBRA ANN BURNS, AD-
MINISTRATRIX, c/o Bruce M. Dolf-
man,  Esq.,  901  N.  Penn  St.,  F-
2102,  Philadelphia,  PA  19123,
Or to her Attorney:
BRUCE M. DOLFMAN
901 N. Penn St., F-2102
Philadelphia, PA 19123

ESTATE of -ulia A. Danta, Deceased
Late of Chester County
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without delay to: 9iktoriMa Masalait-
is  10�  Buddell  Drive  E[ton,  PA
19341  or  to  her  attorney:
-oel P. Perilstein, Esq.
101 Old York Road, Ste 303
-enintown, PA 19046

Estate  of  Luz  M.  Class�  Class,  M
Luz,  Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without  delay  to  David  Delgado,
121�  Arrott  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA
19124,  E[ecutor.
Andrew I. Roseman, Esquire
1�2� Walnut St.
Suite 1412
Philadelphia, PA 19102

ESTATE  OF  MARY  A.  SIGNORE,
DECEASED.
Late of Whitpain Township, Mont-
gomery County, PA
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATRIX on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to  ROSEMARIE PROCOPIO,
ADMINISTRATRIX,  c/o  Adam  S.
Bernick,  Esq.,  204�  Locust  St.,
Philadelphia,  PA  19103,
Or to her Attorney:
ADAM S. BERNICK
LAW OFFICE OF ADAM S. BERNICK
204� Locust St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF OLEG ANTONO9, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
9IKTORIYA =ABEGAY, EXECUTRIX,
c/o Renata T. Pabisz, Esq., 116 E.
Court St., Doylestown, PA 1�901,
Or to her Attorney:
RENATA T. PABIS=
HIGH SWART=, LLP
116 E. Court St.
Doylestown, PA 1�901

ESTATE OF PAUL D. THOMAS a/k/a
PAUL  D.  THOMAS,  SR.,  DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
de lay  to  BRENDA  -ACKSON
THOMAS,  ADMINISTRATRIX,  c/o
Charles  A.  -ones,  -r.,  Esq.,  P.O.
Bo[  922,  Glenside,  PA  1903�,
Or to her Attorney:
CHARLES A. -ONES, -R.
P.O. Bo[ 922
Glenside, PA 1903�

ESTATE NOTICES

Estate of Pauline Sullivan aka Paula
Sullivan, Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without delay to -ohn Kaupas, c/o
Robert -. Donohue, -r., Esq., Dono-
hue  	  Donohue,  PC,  ��13  West
Chester  Pike,  Upper  Darby,  PA
190�2,  E[ecutor.
Donohue 	 Donohue, P.C.
��13 West Chester Pike
Upper Darby, PA 190�2

ESTATE OF PETRO SOKIRNIY, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to I9AN SOKIRNIY, ADMIN-
ISTRATOR,  c/o  Peter  L.,  Klenk,
Esq.,  2202  Delancey  Place,  Phil-
adelphia,  PA  19103,
Or to his Attorney:
Peter L., Klenk
The Law Offices of Peter L. Klenk 	
Associates
2202 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF ROBERT MAYES, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
ELISA  MAYES  MAHER,  EXEC-
UTRIX,  c/o  Peter  L.  Klenk,  Esq.,
2202 Delancey Place, Philadelphia,
PA 19103,
Or to her Attorney:
PETER L. KLENK
THE  LAW  OFFICES  OF  PETER  L.
KLENK  	  ASSOCIATES
2202 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE  OF  SEAN  TYS=LER,  DE-
CEASED.
Late  of  Lower  Merion  Township,
Montgomery  County,  PA
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to IRA TYS=LER, ADMINIS-
TRATOR, c/o Stephanie A. Henrick,
Esq.,  1001  Conshohocken  State
Rd., Ste. 1-62�, West Conshohock-
en, PA 1942�,
Or to his Attorney:
STEPHANIE A. HENRICK
OBERMAYER  REBMANN  MAX-
WELL  	  HIPPEL  LLP
1001 Conshohocken State Rd.
Ste. 1-62�
West Conshohocken, PA 1942�

Estate of Shirlee Rosen, Deceased
Late of Philadelphia, PA.
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
on  the  above  estate  have  been
granted  to  the  undersigned,  who
request all  persons having claims
or  demands against  the estate  of
the  decedent  to  make  known the
same, and all persons indebted to
the  decedent  to  make  payment
without  delay,  to  Fern  R.  Rosen,
E[ecutri[,  c/o  Gary  A.  =lotnick,
Esq., =arwin Baum De9ito Kaplan
Schaer  	  Toddy,  PC,  One  Com-
merce  Sq.,  200� Market  St.,  16th

Fl.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103  or  to
their  attorneys,
Gary A. =lotnick, Esq.
=arwin Baum De9ito
Kaplan Schaer 	 Toddy, PC
One Commerce Sq.
200� Market St., 16th Fl.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE NOTICES

ESTATE OF STE9EN BROWN, DE-
CEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION on
the above Estate have been gran-
ted  to  the  undersigned,  who  re-
quest all persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent to make known the same
and all persons indebted to the de-
cedent  to  make  payment  without
delay to GUANY SERRANO, AD-
MINISTRATRIX, 306 Chester Ave.,
Yeadon, PA 190�0,
Or to her Attorney:
MARYBETH O. LAURIA
LAURIA LAW, LLC
3031 Walton Rd., Ste. A320
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

ESTATE  OF  SUSAN  B.  SCHARF,
DECEASED.
Late  of  Lower  Merion  Township,
Montgomery  County,  PA
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
LAWRENCE -.  SCHARF, EXECUT-
OR, c/o Bradley Newman, Esq., 123
S.  Broad  St.,  Ste.  1030,  Phil-
adelphia,  PA  19109,
Or to his Attorney:
BRADLEY NEWMAN
ESTATE 	 ELDER LAW OFFICE OF
BRADLEY NEWMAN
123 S. Broad St., Ste. 1030
Philadelphia, PA 19109

ESTATE OF THERESA S. MASTER-
SON, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
MARY  BETH  MCGO9ERN,  EXEC-
UTRIX,  4�3�  Aubrey  Ave.,  Phil-
adelphia,  PA  19114,
Or to her Attorney:
BETH B. MCGO9ERN
TRE9OSE CORPORATE CENTER
4624 Street Rd.
Trevose, PA 190�3

FICTITIOUS NAME

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
An application  for  registration  of
the  fictitious name Perfectly  Pol-
ished Cleaning Service, 6019 Ross
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19144,  was
filed in the Department of State at
Harrisburg, PA, October 2�, 2021,
pursuant  to  the  Fictitious  Names
Act, Act 19�2-29�.  The name and
address  of  the  person  who  is  a
party  to  the  registration  is  Dana
Harris, 6019 Ross St., Philadelphia,
PA 19144.
The Law Office of Diane Barr
24 9eterans Square
Media, PA  19063

facebook.com/jewishexponent 
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STATEWIDE ADS

Miscellaneous:
FREON WANTED: We pay ��� for
cylinders  and  cans.  R12  R�00
R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
tified Professionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit

RefrigerantFinders.com
Miscellaneous:
Statewide Construction Bids:
ezI4C� �indefinite quantity con-
struction contracts� GC, Electric-
al, Plumbing, H9AC, Civil. 9irtual
Pre-Bid Meetings for 11 regions
across the entire commonwealth
Oct 26 	 2�. Go to the Keystone
P u r c h a s i n g  N e t w o r k  a t
www.theKPN.org for details.  Bid
openings Nov 16, 2021.
Miscellaneous:
DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION�
Your  donation  helps  education,
prevention 	 support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE  -  TAX  DEDUCTION  1-
�44-913-1�69
Miscellaneous:
DISH  Network.  ��9.99  for  190
Channels�  Blazing Fast  Internet,
�19.99/mo.  �where  available.�
Switch 	 Get a FREE �100 9isa
Gift  Card.  FREE  9oice  Remote.
FREE HD D9R.  FREE Streaming
on  ALL  Devices.  Call  today�  1-
���-33�-6094
Miscellaneous:
GENERAC  Standby  Generators
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home
and family stay safe and comfort-
able.  Prepare  now.  Free  �-year
e[tended warranty ��69� value��.
Request a free quote today� Call
for  additional  terms and  condi-
tions.  1-���-60�-402�
Miscellaneous:
Become a Published Author. We
want  to  Read  Your  Book�  Dor-
rance Publishing-Trusted by Au-
t h o r s  S i n c e  1 9 2 0  B o o k
manuscript  submissions  cur-
rently  being  reviewed.  Compre-
hensive  Services:  Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distri-
bution.   Cal l  for  Your  Free
AuthorCs Guide 1-���-6�0-0236
or visit:

http://dorranceinfo.com/pasn
Miscellaneous:
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever�
LeafFilter,  the  most  advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estim-
ate  today.  1��  off  Entire  Pur-
chase. 10� Senior 	 Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-���-�69-30��
Miscellaneous:
DIRECT9  for  �69.99/mo  for  12
months  with  CHOICE  Package.
Watch your  favorite  live  sports,
news 	 entertainment anywhere.
One year of HBO Ma[ FREE. Dir-
ectv is �1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion �-D Power 	 Assoc.� Call for
more details� �some restrictions
apply� Call 1-���-�06-231�

To place an ad in the 
Real Estate Section
call  215.832.0749

To Place a  
Classified Ad

CALL:
NICOLE MCNALLY  215.832.0749

ESTATE OF ALISHA B. DUBB a/k/a
ALISHA DUBB, DECEASED.
Late of Philadelphia
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the
above Estate have been granted to
the  undersigned,  who request  all
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
to  make  known the  same and  all
persons indebted to the decedent
to make payment without delay to
KATHRYN  A.  DONOHUE,  EXEC-
UTRIX,  c/o  Amy  Neifeld  Shkedy,
Esq.,  1 Bala Plaza,  Ste.  623, Bala
Cynwyd, PA 19004,
Or to her Attorney:
AMY NEIFELD SHKEDY
BALA LAW GROUP, LLC
1 Bala Plaza, Ste. 623
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

To place an
ad in the 

Real Estate 
Section, call  

215.832.0749
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NEWSMAKERS

 FRIDAY, NOV. 5

Parsha for Life
Join Rabbi Alexander Coleman, 
Jewish educator and psychotherapist 
at the Institute for Jewish Ethics, at 
9 a.m. for a weekly journey through 
the Torah portion of the week with 
eternal lessons on personal growth 
and spirituality. Go to ijethics.org/
weekly-torah-portion.html to receive 
the Zoom link and password.

Geography of Summer
What is the history of the summer 
vacation? How does it apply to 
the Jewish community? Why and 
where and how do we travel? What 
is a Jewish “staycation”? Reform 
Congregation Keneseth Israel’s 
Temple Judea Museum 2021 
fall exhibition “The Geography of 
Summer” is open. Visit the gallery in 
person at 8339 Old York Road, Elkins 
Park or follow the exhibition on the 
Temple Judea Museum Facebook 
page and on YouTube.

 SUNDAY, NOV. 7

Film Festival
Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival
(formerly Gershman Philadelphia 
Jewish Film Festival), presenter of the 
Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival, will 
continue to bring Philadelphia film 
lovers the best in Jewish international 
cinema through its signature program: 
its two-week annual Fall Fest in 
November, which will both stream 
and screen films in-person Nov. 7-20. 
Learn more at phillyjfm.org.

Pogromnacht 
Commemoration
Or Hadash presents a program 
to commemorate Pogromnacht 
(Kristallnacht) at 10:30 a.m., when 
Holocaust survivor Ralph Franklin 
will share his personal story of 
growing up in Germany and his 
family’s su�ering during and after 
Kristallnacht. Join the livestream 
of the event at: youtube.com/c/
orhadashsynagogue.

 MONDAY, NOV. 8 

Mahjong Game
Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El 
Sisterhood invites the community to 
join our weekly friendly mahjong game 
at 7 p.m. Cost is $36 per year or free 
with MBIEE Sisterhood membership. 
For more information, call 215-635-
1505 or email o¥ce@mbiee.org. 
8339 Old York Road, Elkins Park.

 TUESDAY, NOV. 9 

Sisterhood Meeting
The Sisterhood of Congregations of 
Shaare Shamayim will be hosting a 
virtual general meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Our program will be a presentation 
by Jim Palmquist, a past president 
of AARP – Pennsylvania. There is no 
charge for this evening, but we will 
need your email address so we can 
send you the link for the meeting. 
The link will be sent to you before 
the meeting. Call 215-677-1600 for 
further details. 9768 Verree Road.

 THURSDAY, NOV. 11

Hoarding Lecture
Join Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service at 9:30 a.m. for part two 
of a three-part series, where we 
will explore the lived experience of 
hoarding disorder as well as hear 
from national and international 
experts on treatment and support. 
Additional lecture held on Dec. 
9. Zoom link provided after 
registration. For more information, 
contact cowen@jfcsphilly.org or  
267-838-1462.

Virtual Israel Trip
Join Jewish National Fund-USA 
and real estate professionals 
from coast to coast at 6 p.m. for 
an inside look at the Israeli real 
estate market and for a virtual tour 
exploring some of JNF-USA’s major 
infrastructure in Israel. Visit jnf.org 
or email jwertheim@jnf.org for more 
information.

Bend the Arc Meeting
Join Bend the Arc for an evening 
of focused movement-building in 
South Jersey. Learn more about the 
Moral Minyan, ideas for action and 
start thinking about your role in the 
movement. Meetings are the second 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m.; 
register by the Tuesday before. Sign 
up for email alerts: bendthearc.us/
southjersey_signup. l

What’s going 
on in Jewish 
Philadelphia?

Submit an event or browse our online 
calendar to find out what’s  

happening at local synagogues,  
community organizations and venues!

Submit: listings@jewishexponent.com
Online: jewishexponent.com/events/

www.jewishexponent.com

The Philadelphia-Israel Chamber of Commerce, PICC 
Foundation and �omas Je�erson University welcomed new 
Shenkar President Sheizaf Rafaeli to Philadelphia by hosting 
a hybrid live event on Oct. 22 about innovation in the textile 
industry toward sustainability. Shenkar is an Israeli-renowned 
engineering, design and art school specializing in designing 
functional, smart and sustainable fabrics. 

On Oct. 27, the OceanFirst Foundation 
announced a $10,000 grant to bene�t 
�e Lynn Kramer Village by the Shore, 
a membership program which provides 
services and socialization for residents 
over 50. �e program is run by the Jewish 
Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May 
Counties. 

 OceanFirst Foundation Executive Director 
Katherine Durante, second from left, presents 
the $10,000 check to Jewish Family Service 
representatives in Margate, New Jersey. 

Photo courtesy of Jewish Family Service 
of Atlantic & Cape May Counties 

�e Jewish Relief Agency announced that Leah 
Levitan earned Hungry Harvest’s October 
Volunteer of the Month Award. In August, 
Levitan organized a school supply collection 
drive among friends, family members and 
local stores, providing folders, notebooks and 
pencils, among other items, to 120 high school 
students in need. Hungry Harvest is a JRA 
partner organization.

 Leah Levitan in the Jewish Relief Agency warehouse 
Courtesy of Jenny Rubin

 From left: Philadelphia-Israel Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Vered Nohi; Dr. Mark L. Tykocinski, provost at Thomas Je�erson University 
and dean of the Sidney Kimmel Medical College; Craig Lindemann, 
Fabrics Division – Sustainability at W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc; Professor 
Sheizaf Rafaeli, president of Shenkar; Mark Sunderland, vice president 
of Je�erson Strategic Ventures and chief innovation o�cer and chief 
sustainability o�cer at Hemp Black/Ecofibre; event moderator Marcia 
Weiss,  the director of the Fashion & Textiles Futures Center, director of the 
Textile Design Programs and  the Harold Neuman Textile Design Chair at 
Thomas Je�erson University; and PICC President Matthew Fingerman, vice 
president - senior wealth manager at BNY Mellon Wealth Management 

Courtesy of the Philadelphia-Israel Chamber of Commerce
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